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Hello! I'm Katie
Katie Wilson graduated from The University of Memphis
with a degree in Speech-Language Pathology in 2011. The

main focus of her career has been working with students
with moderate-severe developmental disabilities,

including many students who use AAC to communicate.
She is passionate about working with students, families
and therapists, to give students the best opportunity

for them to reach their fullest potential.







Who benefits from
AAC?



AAC can benefit those with
Autism
Cerebral Palsy
Intellectual impairment
Developmental language delays
Genetic syndromes
Apraxia
Dysarthria
Traumatic brain injury
Stroke
Tracheostomy



THERE ARE NO
PREREQUISITES

FOR AAC USE



What device options
are out there?



No Tech Mid Tech High Tech



No Tech

PECS Boards Eye Gaze



Switches GoTalk Objects

Mid Tech



iPads Dedicated
Devices

Eye Gaze

High Tech



How do you select
a device?
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SETT Model

STUDENT ENVIRONMENT

TASK TOOLS



STUDENT
H o w  a r e  t h e y  c u r r e n t l y
c o m m u n i c a t i n g ?
W h a t ' s  g o i n g  w e l l ?  W h a t ' s
n o t ?
W h a t  i s  t h e i r  b i g g e s t
c h a l l e n g e  r i g h t  n o w ?
W h a t  a r e  t h e i r  p r e f e r e n c e s
a n d  i n t e r e s t s ?



ENVIRONMENT
W h a t  a c c e s s  l i m i t a t i o n s
m i g h t  t h e y  h a v e ?
W h a t  m a t e r i a l s  a n d
e q u i p m e n t  m i g h t  b e
n e c e s s a r y ?
W h a t  k i n d  o f  s u p p o r t  w i l l
t h e y  a n d  t h e i r  t e a m  r e q u i r e ?
W h a t  a r e  t h e  e x p e c t a t i o n s  o f
t h e  s t u d e n t  a n d  t h e i r  t e a m ?



TASK

W h a t  t a s k s  d o e s  t h e  s t u d e n t
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  r e g u l a r l y ?
W h a t  t a s k s  w o u l d  h e l p  t h e
s t u d e n t  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n
t h e i r  d a i l y  e n v i r o n m e n t
m o r e ?



Tools
D e v i c e s
S e r v i c e s
S t r a t e g i e s
T r a i n i n g
A c c o m m o d a t i o n s
M o d i f i c a t i o n s



What do AAC
services look like in

SCUSD?



1 2 3 4

REFERRAL

ASSESSMENT

TRAINING

ONGOING
CONSULTATION



Who teaches AAC
users to communicate?



Teamwork Makes the Dream Work

School Staff
S p e e c h  T h e r a p i s t
T e a c h e r
C l a s s r o o m  S t a f f
O t h e r  C a m p u s  S t a f f
O t h e r  S e r v i c e  P r o v i d e r s

Family
A n y o n e  w h o  c o m m u n i c a t e s

w i t h  t h e  s t u d e n t  o n  a
r e g u l a r  b a s i s .

Peers
P e e r s  a r e  t h e  B E S T  m o d e l s

w e  c o u l d  a s k  f o r !





M y  c h i l d  w o n ' t  t a l k  i f  t h e y
s t a r t  c o m m u n i c a t i n g  w i t h  a
d e v i c e

M y  s t u d e n t  d o e s n ' t  p a i r
w o r d s  t o g e t h e r ,  s o  t h e y ' r e
f i n e  s t a y i n g  w i t h  P E C S

M y  s t u d e n t  h a s  a  l o t  o f
b e h a v i o r s .  I f  t h e y  g e t  a
d e v i c e ,  t h e y ' l l  j u s t  b r e a k  i t .

T h e r e  i s  a  T O N  o f  r e s e a r c h
t o  s h o w  t h a t  A A C  s u p p o r t s
v e r b a l  l a n g u a g e  g r o w t h

W e  d o n ' t  k n o w  w h a t  t h e y ' r e
c a p a b l e  o f  i f  t h e y  o n l y  h a v e
a c c e s s  t o  l i m i t e d  v o c a b

B e h a v i o r s  a r e  a  f o r m  o f
c o m m u n i c a t i o n .  L e t ' s  g e t
t h e m  a  m o r e  f u n c t i o n a l  w a y
t o  c o m m u n i c a t e !

Misconception Fact


