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1st Benchmark – Informational/Explanatory
11th  Grade



Today you will write an informational/explanatory essay or article, about a topic you have been studying in class, showing what you know about the structure and craft of informational/explanatory writing.

To write your informational/explanatory text, you will:

Write about a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.
 
	As you DRAFT your informational/explanatory text, be sure to:

	
	
Introduce your topic or thesis statement clearly

	
	
Organize ideas, concepts, and information so that each new element builds on that which precedes it to create a unified whole

	
	
Develop your topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples


	
	
Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts
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Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques (such as metaphor, simile, and analogy) to manage the complexity of the topic


	
	
Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone

	
	
Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented


	As you EDIT your writing, check your:

	
	Capitalization 

	
	Sentence structure

	
	Punctuation

	
	Spelling



