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Earl Warren Launches its Academic Parent Teacher Team 
 

Earl Warren Elementary School's fourth grade team conducted its first Academic Parent 
Teacher Team (APTT) meeting on January 23. Earl Warren is one of five SCUSD elementary 
schools piloting this innovative strategy from improving student learning. The other schools 
are: John Cabrillo, Leataata Floyd, Oak Ridge and Will C Wood. 
 
The teams are an outgrowth of the Parent/Teacher Home Visit Project, which sponsored a 
six-hour workshop on the program during its annual conference in October. All five pilot 
schools attended the training. The workshop was led by Arizona teacher Maria Paredes, 
whose research shows that such a program can boost student learning in the classroom. In 
a paper, Paredes called parents "the most underused and underestimated resource children 
have for academic success." 
 
At Earl Warren, about half of the fourth grade families participated in this new strategy. 
Teachers explained class benchmark scores and discussed the two focused foundational 
skills (fluency and spelling). Each teacher then modeled activities the parents could do at 
home to help their child advance in each area. Parents practiced the activities in class and 
then, with the guidance of the teachers, each family set a goal for their child to advance to 
in the next 60 days. 
 
PTHVP Project Director Lisa Levasseur reported that the Earl Warren meeting “was truly 
inspiring and the teachers did a terrific job helping the parents to see their importance in 
partnering together with the teacher for the success of the child.” The next APTT meeting 
will take place at John Cabrillo on February 20. 
  
After each meeting, Levasseur asks parents to fill out a post meeting survey. To the prompt 
“Something that I found most helpful about this meeting was...” parents wrote: “Getting to 
listen to the teachers to see what you are teaching and how I can help”; “the practice with 
the reading and how to help correct my child”; “how to focus on a student’s individual 
learning and ways to encourage growth with games at home”; “much better than a parent 
teacher conference”; and “make the meetings more often…like every 30 days.” 

 



Hiram Johnson Hosts Visitors from the California Education Policy Fund 
 

On Thursday, a group of 30 members from the California Education Policy Fund visited 
Hiram Johnson High School to learn more about district and school initiatives to prepare 
students for college and career.  A component of the visit focused on learning about the 
Linked Learning initiative, the district’s high school redesign approach that emphasizes a 
rigorous academic and career and technical high school program. 
 
The group also discussed partnerships between the preK-12 and postsecondary institutions 
and the transition to the California Common Core State Standards. The team met with 
district staff to gain background information about district level initiatives. They also visited 
an array of classrooms representing the CA Partnership Academies and Linked Leaning 
Pathways and met with both students and teachers. 
 
The visit served as an opportunity to raise the awareness level of those who influence 
educational policy regarding the needs of both the district and school in making college and 
career readiness a reality for all SCUSD students. 
 

Industry Professionals Visit Carver 
 
On Thursday, George Washington Carver School of the Arts and Science, with support from 
Linked Learning staff, hosted its first Industry Professionals Visit Day. Fifteen industry and 
higher education professionals participated in the two-hour visit and were extremely 
impressed with the level of student engagement in learning and with their communication 
skills. Visitors toured classrooms and enjoyed student performances and staff 
presentations. Students told Arabian legends, recited poems, acted out revolution scenes 
and explained how they converted a Porsche 914 from gas to electric. 
 
In the next two weeks, Carver will be following up with these professionals to solidify their 
partnerships. In addition to attaining partners to provide work-based learning opportunities 
and internships for students and externship for teachers, Carver’s goal is to have three to 
four new professionals join their Advisory Board. 

 

OOppeerraattiioonnss  

 

Office of Civil Rights Review for Career Technical Education (CTE) 
 

This week, the California Department of Education (CDE) conducted a civil rights review of 
Career Technical Education (CTE) programs at C.K. McClatchy High School. This also included 
a review of the district’s policies, practices and facilities. The purpose of the review is to 
ensure equal access to quality education for every student and compliance with state and 
federal civil rights and non-discrimination laws for educational programs. The CDE 
compliance review team was very impressed by the staff and students at McClatchy. They 
noted the genuine love and concern that the staff has for its students and families. 



 
The CDE compliance review team identified minor areas of non-compliance which district 
and school administration staff were able to immediately address before they became 
official findings. The district staff has already begun to address some of the findings. 
 
Upon receiving the official Letter of Findings, the district will have 60 days to provide a 
voluntary compliance plan and two years to comply with structural findings. 
 

CCoommmmuunniittyy  EEnnggaaggeemmeenntt  

 

National Mentoring Month 
 

In partnership with the South Sacramento Coalition for Future Leaders, Panacea, Hmong 
Women’s Heritage and the City of Sacramento, Sacramento City Unified School District held 
the National Mentor Month Awards Ceremony on January 24 at the Serna Center. 
Approximately 80 people attended the event to recognize more than 30 adults and students 
who were nominated as extraordinary mentors in our schools and community. 
 
The event was hosted by Youth Development’s Shuntae Campbell and John F. Kennedy High 
School student Kimberly Leathers. Phoenix Park Student Steppers kicked off the ceremony 
with a remarkable step performance. The award ceremony was held in honor of Michelle 
Murigi, a West Campus student who was killed last year in a car accident while walking 
home from mentoring students at Mark Twain Elementary School. Awards were presented 
by Sacramento City Councilmember Kevin McCarty and a special recognition went to 
Michelle Murigi’s family on her behalf. Michelle’s family was present to receive the award 
and expressed their deepest appreciation for the continued support from the community 
and the school district.  
 

Connect Center Gears Up to Help Transition Families to Medi-Cal 
 

The SCUSD Connect Center, in collaboration with Teachers for Healthy Kids and Sacramento 
Covered, is gearing up to assist families whose children will be transitioning from Healthy 
Families Insurance to Medi-Cal. This transition is in alignment with implementation of the 
federal Affordable Care Act. The move is expected to impact all Sacramento residents 
enrolled in Healthy Families insurance, as the transition to Medi-Cal begins in March.  
 
In addition to informing and assisting families with the Healthy Families to Medi-Cal 
transition, the SCUSD Connect Center will continue efforts toward health insurance 
enrollment and retention for all SCUSD students. 
 

Consulate General of Mexico Sponsors ‘Steps to College’ Fair 
 

The Consulate General of Mexico is hosting a “Steps to College” fair for high school students 
on Saturday at its offices in Natomas. The fair will feature workshops in Spanish and English 



on such topics as applying for a Cal Grant and applying for the California Dream Act. SCUSD 
helped spread the word about the fair through Connect ED calls in Spanish and English to all 
SCUSD 11th and 12th graders, a notice on the website and a note to principals urging them to 
make students aware of the free event. The Consulate is expecting 5,000 students from 
throughout the Sacramento region to attend. 


