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TTeeaacchhiinngg  aanndd  LLeeaarrnniinngg      

 

PTHVP Reps Enlighten U.S. Education Secretary Duncan on Home Visits  
 

Parent/Teacher Home Visit Project Executive Director Carrie Rose met with U.S. Education 
Secretary Arne Duncan at Stanton Elementary School in Washington, D.C., this week. 
Stanton, considered the worst-performing school in the entire D.C. district, employed home 
visiting as a fundamental turnaround strategy and is on track for success. 
 
The success was celebrated by Duncan and the school examined as a "case study," sparking 
a discussion on a federal framework for family engagement. Dr. Karen Mapp of Harvard 
Graduate School of Education led the discussion, focusing it on dual capacity-building for 
educators and families. A "who's who" of national parent engagement policy folks weighed 
in with recommendations. Congratulations Carrie! 
 

OOppeerraattiioonnss  

 

Sustainability Liaisons Program 
 

One way SCUSD’s Green Team is looking at expanding sustainability across the district is by 
identifying Sustainability Liaisons at each school. This person will be the point of contact for 
all things related to green schools and will take some of the responsibility off the principal.  
The Sustainability Liaison will be provided with information and opportunities that fit the 
interest of their school and community. The Liaisons will be a network of champions across 
the district working together to share ideas, support district initiatives and overcome 
obstacles. This is the first year of the Liaison program and 45 schools have identified  
Liaisons that will be implementing exciting programs at each school. 
 
On Tuesday, Farah McDill, the district’s Center for Green Schools Fellow, convened the first 
Liaison meeting. Twenty Liaisons from schools in all grade levels attended the meeting to 
learn about how they are able to make an impact. Additionally, nine local organizations 
attended the meeting to provide support. The organizations were selected because they 
provide K-12 schools with easy-to-implement green school programs that engage the 
students and the community. The first half of the meeting was a conversation aimed at 
helping the new Liaisons gain an understanding of how to green existing schools. They also 



discussed student engagement through green teams, activism days and programs. The 
second half of the meeting allowed the Liaisons time to meet with the local organizations to 
learn about the programs available to each school for implementation. The final objective 
for the meeting was to have the Liaisons write down and commit to an action they will 
focus on for the remainder of the school year. Those commitments included starting green 
teams, developing an Earth Day event and implementing a recycling program.   
 

CCoommmmuunniittyy  EEnnggaaggeemmeenntt  

 

Senate leaders, Superintendent Torlakson hold press event at Mark Twain 

Proposition 39 Campaign Co-Chair Senator Kevin de León (D-Los Angeles) introduced Senate 
Bill 39, the Clean Energy Employment and Student Advancement Act of 2013 at a press 
conference on Tuesday held at Mark Twain Elementary School. Others who spoke include 
joint-author Senate Pro Tem Darrell Steinberg, campaign co-chair Tom Steyer, State 
Superintendent Tom Torlakson and Mayor Kevin Johnson. 

Last month, voters passed Proposition 39, which closed a $1 billion corporate tax loophole. 
For the first five years, Prop 39 will dedicate half of the revenues recovered to energy 
efficiency and clean energy programs implemented by legislation. The other half of the 
revenues, an anticipated $500 million a year, will go to our schools. After five years, all of 
the revenues will go directly to the state’s General Fund. 

SB 39 will award energy efficiency upgrade grants to the most economically disadvantaged 
school communities in need of modernization to create long-term cost savings for schools, 
maximize job creation, direct more money to classroom needs, shrink our carbon footprint 
and create healthier environments for students and staff, its authors said. 

“California voters trust us to make sure that we use the money that will be coming back to 
the public from closing the loophole in real, tangible and accountable ways that will 
contribute to the California comeback,” said Steyer. “And we will make good on the public 
trust by focusing the money on retrofitting California's public schools, which will create 
badly needed jobs, promote the health of our children and allow for the savings of taxpayer 
dollars from reduced energy costs that can in turn be plowed back into classrooms to 
educate our kids." 

In January and February, Senator de León will hold Senate Select Committee on Energy 
Efficiency hearings around California to seek input on how best to proceed and get 
Californians back to work, save energy and improve conditions for our schoolchildren as 
soon as possible. The hearings will be held at schools in San Diego, Los Angeles, San Jose, 
Oakland and Sacramento. Specific dates and times are still to be determined. 

 


