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SACRAMENTO CITY UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 
BOARD COMMUNICATION 

 
 

 

BC NO:   CAO-28 

  

CONFIDENTIAL ITEM - (Check a Box) No: ☒  Yes: ☐ Date:  3/6/2015 

From the Office of the Superintendent 

To the Members of  the Board of Education 

Prepared by:  Lisa Hayes, Director, State and Federal Programs 
 

Contact Email: 

Lisa-Hayes@scusd.edu  

Subject:  Letter in Response to Proposed Reauthorization of ESEA  

 

Per a Board member’s request, a letter from State Superintendent Tom Torlakson is attached.  

The letter from Superintendent Torlakson to Senator Lamar Alexander, Chairman of the Committee on 

Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions, is in response to information about the most recent draft of the 

“Every Child Ready for College and Career Act,” which is one of the latest proposals for re-

authorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) also known as No Child Left 

Behind.   

 

 

 

 

Approved by:   

 

José L. Banda, Superintendent  ☒                      Date: 3/6/2015 
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BC NO:   CCO-153 

  

CONFIDENTIAL ITEM - (Check a Box) No: ☒  Yes: ☐ Date:  3/6/2015 

From the Office of the Superintendent 

To the Members of  the Board of Education 

Prepared by:  Gabe Ross, Chief Communications Officer 
 

Contact Email: 

gabe-ross@scusd.edu  

Subject:  My Brother’s Keeper Local Action Summit  

 

Mayor Kevin Johnson, Superintendent Banda and other community leaders will meet from 9 a.m. to 1 

p.m. on Wednesday, March 18, for the My Brother’s Keeper: Sacramento Local Action Summit. The 

summit is a strategy session for discussing how Sacramento will meet President Obama’s My Brother’s 

Keeper Community Challenge, which calls for city leaders to develop plans to improve life outcomes 

for youth, including boys and young men of color. The plan calls for opening up opportunities for 

young people through kindergarten readiness, early reading, college and career ready graduates, post-

secondary education, jobs and violence reduction. The summit will be held at Sierra Health Foundation.  

 

Approved by:   

 

José L. Banda, Superintendent  ☒                      Date: 3/6/2015 
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BC NO:   COO-5 

  

CONFIDENTIAL ITEM - (Check a Box) No: ☒  Yes: ☐ Date:  3/6/2015 

From the Office of the Superintendent 

To the Members of  the Board of Education 

Prepared by:  Jim Dobson, Director of Facilities Management and 

Operations 
 

Contact Email: 

JimD@scusd.edu  

Subject:  Solar Energy/Energy Efficiency  

At the February 19 Board meeting, Member Cochrane raised the possibility of the district working with 

partners to bring solar energy projects to SCUSD. Staff has been monitoring the rapidly changing solar 

technology field and has met with several potential partners, including Chevron Energy Solutions, 

Siemens and SMUD to explore options for the use of renewable energy sources. 

Our first step in this journey is to address the energy efficiency of our aging school buildings across the 

district. Most of our sites are many decades old, built long before the construction industry began to 

focus on saving energy. The majority of our sites have single pane windows, inadequate insulation in 

the walls and ceilings, drafty doors and windows and inefficient heating ventilation and air conditioning 

systems. Improvements to these systems – the “building envelope” of our schools -- are critical to 

reducing the district’s energy use and bringing down energy costs. Through Project Green, and using 

bond funding, the district has been working summers to make these energy retrofits at schools. But 

there is still a long way to go before every school achieves energy efficiency. Improvements to these 

systems are critical to getting the biggest bang out of an investment in solar technology.  

Once we have properly sealed dual pane windows, energy efficient HVAC and proper insulation, our 

next move will be to thoroughly explore solar as a means of further “greening” the district. With 75 

schools and 5.5 million square feet of facilities, moving to solar would be a major investment. Realizing 

savings in light of construction costs at our older facilities may take time. One avenue to explore might 

be a small solar project at one of our newer, more energy efficient schools. 

At Member Cochrane’s suggestion, we will be reaching out to the Antioch school district staff to learn 

more about their journey on this path. 

 

Approved by:   

 

José L. Banda, Superintendent  ☒                      Date: 3/6/2015 
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