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Date: 2/18/2015

From the Office of the Superintendent
To the Members of the Board of Education
Prepared by: Sue Lee, Charter Oversight Coordinator

Contact Email:
Sue-lee@scusd.edu

Subject: Montessori Academy of Sacramento
A letter was sent to inform District staff that lead petitioners, Steven J. Ybarra and Susan Turof, intend
to submit a charter petition by March 15, 2015 to start a dependent charter school, Montessori Academy
of Sacramento. The charter petition will propose for the charter school to be located at the Washington
Elementary School site and opened in September 2015.
The District notes that five Prop 39 Facilities Requests for the 2015-16 school year were received by the
state’s deadline of November 1, 2014; the petitioners for Montessori Academy of Sacramento have not
yet requested any facilities for the 2015-16 school year. In addition, per Administrative Regulation:
To begin operations for the following school year, a charter school petition for the
establishment of a start-up charter school may only be submitted between September 1 and
March 1 of the prior school year.
If a petition for a start-up charter school is submitted after March 1 of the prior school year, the
petition will not be considered unless the petition proposes to begin operations for the school
year following the next school year.
District staff has been, and will continue to be, communicating with the petitioners.

Approved by:
José L. Banda, Superintendent ☒
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The Montessori Academy of Sacramento
PO Box 367 • Sacramento, CA 95811 • 916-442-7211
sjybarra@comcast.net
March 12, 2015
Sue Lee
Sacramento City Unified School District
5735 47th Avenue
Sacramento, CA 95824
SUBJECT: LETTER OF INTENT TO OPERATE A DEPENDENT CHARTER SCHOOL AT
THE SITE OF WASHINGTON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Dear Sue,
The Montessori Academy of Sacramento (Non Profit Corporation to be formed) declares its
intent to operate a dependent charter school with a K-8 program at the location of the former
Washington Elementary School on 18th Street between E and F Streets.
The Montessori Academy of Sacramento will be petitioning the Board of Trustees of the
Sacramento City Unified School District to operate a dependent charter with Montessori
methodology and a Spanish dual-immersion program.
While there are other Montessori schools in area, this will be the first to offer the Montessori
methodology in a Spanish dual language-immersion program with a science, technology,
engineering, arts and mathematics (STEAM) emphasis. The CA certificated teachers will be
Montessori trained bi-lingual bi-cultural and culturally competent.
The Montessori Elementary curriculum is aligned with a STEAM approach and core curriculum.
The intent of this charter school is to serve the needs of parents who desire a strong academic
education for their children, embedded in the Montessori philosophy of grace, courtesy, and
social-cultural interconnectedness.
Lead petitioners include, but are not limited to Steven J. Ybarra, J.D. who holds a lifetime
Community College Credential , and Susan Turof, a certified Montessori teacher who holds a
CA Administrative Credential. The Lead Petitioners intend to submit a fully developed proposal
for its charter school by March 15, 2015.
The Montessori Academy of Sacramento proposes to open its doors in September 2015 with a
program that serves grades transitional Kindergarten through third. Our plan is to educate
students through the eighth grade.

I look forward to discussing this important project with you soon.
Sincerely yours,

/s/Steven J Ybarra JD
Steven J. Ybarra, Parent and Lead Petitioner
Cc

Jay Hansen, Board Member Area One
Diana Rodriguez
Gustavo Arroyo
Darrel Woo
Christina Pritchett
Ellen Cochrane
Jessie Ryan
Asami Saito
Jose Banda PhD, Superintendent
Steven Hansen City Council Member
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Date: 3/13/2015

From the Office of the Superintendent
To the Members of the Board of Education
Prepared by: Gabe Ross, Chief Communicaitons Officer

Contact Email:
gabe-ross@scusd.edu

Subject: Update on Legislative Staffers’ Child Development Tour
The state legislative staffers visit to Capital City Child Development Center classrooms has been
confirmed for the morning of Thursday, March 26 (a previous memo listed a tentative date of March
24). The visit is being coordinated by Early Edge California (formerly Preschool California), an
advocacy organization focused on increasing access to high-quality preschool programs. If you would
like more information on the visit, please contact John Conway at john-conway@scusd.edu.

Approved by:
José L. Banda, Superintendent ☒
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Date: 3/13/2015

From the Office of the Superintendent
To the Members of the Board of Education
Prepared by: Gabe Ross, Chief Communications Officer

Contact Email:
gabe-ross@scusd.edu

Subject: The Manilow Music Project
The district is working with The Manilow Music Project on an initiative tied to Barry Manilow’s show
on April 17 at the Sleep Train Arena. The Manilow Music Project asks concert-goers to donate gently
used musical instruments at the door of the show (the donors get two free tickets). The instruments, plus
a brand new Yamaha keyboard, are then donated to schools. The number of donations ranges from 20
instruments to a high of 80.

Approved by:
José L. Banda, Superintendent ☒
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Date: 3/13/2015

From the Office of the Superintendent
To the Members of the Board of Education
Prepared by: Cathy Morrison , LCAP/SPSA Coordinator

Contact Email:
cathy-morrison@scusd.edu

Subject: LCAP Update
We are beginning to assemble a first draft of the 2015-16 Local Control Accountability Plan (LCAP)
document. A team approach is utilized as we must incorporate budget information, services and
expenditures from school sites’ Single Plan for Student Achievement (SPSA) documents, and the
required metrics.
The next community meeting to provide information on the LCAP is scheduled for Thursday, March
26, from 6:00-8:00 p.m., at the Serna Center Community Rooms. The presentation will consist of a
brief review of the mid-year metrics that inform the LCAP Annual Plan Update, and a budget
presentation followed by a question and answer period.
Additional stakeholder meetings this month include: District English Learners Advisory Committee
(DELAC) on March 18, students (in partnership with Youth Engagement Services) on March 24, and
the LCAP Advisory Committee on March 25.
The LCAP Advisory Committee has prepared a letter for the Board and the Superintendent recapping
their work to date, highlighting their areas of focus. The letter is attached.

Approved by:
José L. Banda, Superintendent ☒
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March 12, 2015

José L. Banda
Superintendent
Sacramento City Unified School District
5735 47th Avenue
Sacramento, CA 95824
Dear Superintendent Banda,
As members of the Local Control Accountability Plan (LCAP) Advisory Committee, we are writing this
letter to advise you of our progress in identifying areas for recommendations on the LCAP. We are
parents, advocates, and neighborhood leaders in the District, and we are pleased to serve the students
and families of our community by voicing their concerns and interests and offering our attention and
considered advice on issues impacting the LCAP. We hope this letter will aid in your development of the
draft for the current year plan update and the updated LCAP, and bring increased emphasis to the
subject matters that our process has identified.
As the draft is being prepared for public review, the LCAP Advisory Committee members felt it important
to advise you of our progress and to share with you several specific areas that we have identified as
priorities for further exploration and about which we plan to develop recommendations for the final
LCAP. These selected issues each extend across the District's three strategic LCAP goals and the eight
state priority areas.
Over the past two months, the LCAP Advisory Committee has conducted four meetings featuring public
presentations and comments from District staff and community stakeholders engaged in the LCAP
process. Individual members have met with school site officials and other stakeholders inside and
outside of the District to better understand the issues. Several of us also participated in the first
community meeting about the LCAP on February 17. During a planning retreat on February 21,
committee members came together around a set of four priority themes that we believe are of critical
importance to student success. These were publicly presented at our meeting on February 25.
We urge you to consider the following four priority areas for special attention in the LCAP drafting and
review process. This committee will continue our work to develop more specific recommendations
about services, programmatic strategies, expenditures, and outcomes focused on these particular issue
areas over the next several weeks to share with you, District staff, and the Board of Education.
1) School Climate, Social Emotional Learning, and Discipline
The overall climate of each school in the District is critical to ensuring a positive learning
environment for all students. While individual schools in the District have shifted their discipline
policies and practices toward more restorative practices and the Board has adopted a revised policy
on discipline, implementation varies between schools. At the same time, the District has become a
state leader in implementing Social Emotional Learning (SEL) strategies, but we note that the

existing LCAP does not clearly describe how the District intends to achieve the decreases in
absenteeism, suspensions, expulsions, and dropouts that it projects.
2) After-School Programs
Many committee members have reported viewing and hearing from various outreach activities a
continuing deficit of needed after-school programs. Ensuring that populations of disadvantaged
students (e.g., the LCFF target populations) receive additional help after school will help the district
achieve its larger goals.
3) Counselors
We have heard consistently that qualified counselors are critically needed, especially at the middle
school level to help students to prepare for high school; and at the high school level to help students
and parents to prepare for college. Counselors are particularly helpful to the LCFF target populations
and other students with greater needs. We intend also to explore the need for counselors and social
workers who can advise and support students with mental health needs.
4) Ensuring that student populations facing greater challenges also achieve the District's LCAP
strategic goals
The LCFF populations targeted with supplemental and concentrated funding (low-income students,
English Language Learners, and foster youth) are mandated to receive increased or improved
services in proportion to the increase of funds that the District receives that is attributable to them.
Other populations will also be affected by the decisions reflected in the LCAP, including but not
limited to students experiencing homelessness and students with disabilities. Exploring student
access to GATE programs and the impact of current class sizes are additional concerns. We plan to
look into services provided to these students, their outcomes, and the impacts of the strategies and
actions outlined in the LCAP on each group.
We appreciate the opportunity to represent and serve our community and look forward to reviewing
the draft LCAP documents and providing more detailed recommendations to you and to the Board. We
want to work with you and other District leaders to ensure that Sacramento City Unified School District
works for every student and is responsive to the needs of the community it serves. Thank you for your
consideration of the priority areas listed above and our input into this process.
Sincerely,

LCAP Advisory Committee Members

SACRAMENTO CITY UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
BOARD COMMUNICATION

BC NO: CCO-158
CONFIDENTIAL ITEM - (Check a Box)

No:

☒

Yes:

☐

Date: 3/13/2015

From the Office of the Superintendent
To the Members of the Board of Education
Prepared by: Gabe Ross, Chief Communications Officer

Contact Email:
Gabe-ross@scusd.edu

Subject: Two Upcoming Sacramento Bee Stories
The Sacramento Bee is working on two stories relating to the district. One is focused on the district's
unfunded liability which will be featured in an upcoming “Public Eye” column. The other is about the
Open Enrollment process and a reporter has requested data from the district about how many students
select different schools (and from which neighborhoods) during the process.

Approved by:
José L. Banda, Superintendent ☒
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