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CONFIDENTIAL ITEM - (Check a Box) No: ☒  Yes: ☐ Date:  6/3/2016 

Approved by: José L. Banda, Superintendent 

To the Members of  the Board of Education 

Prepared by:   José L. Banda, Superintendent 
Contact Email:  

superintendent@scusd.edu 

Subject:  School Services of California’s Sacramento Weekly Update 

 

  

Attached is the weekly update from School Services of California for your review. 

 

 



DATE: June 3, 2016 
 

TO: Jose Banda 

 Superintendent 
 

AT: Sacramento City Unified School District 
 

FROM: Your SSC Legislative Team 
 

RE: SSC’s Sacramento Weekly Update 
 

On Tuesday, May 31, 2016, one day before the Budget Conference 

Committee was set to begin meeting, the leadership of both houses announced 

their representatives to the Conference Committee that will be responsible for 

reconciling the differences between the budgets passed by both houses and the 

spending plan that was proposed by Governor Jerry Brown. 

Chairing the committee is Assembly Member Phil Ting (D-San Francisco), 

chair of the Assembly Budget Committee. Other members from the Assembly 

include Assembly Member Richard H. Bloom (D-Santa Monica), Assembly 

Member Lorena Gonzalez (D-San Diego), Assembly Member Jay P. 

Obernolte (R-Big Bear Lake), and Assembly Member Kristin M. Olsen (R-

Modesto). 

Senator Mark Leno (D-San Francisco), chair of the Senate Budget Committee, 

will be serving as co-chair of the Conference Committee. Senate colleagues 

joining him on the Conference Committee will be Senator Patricia C. Bates  

(R-Laguna Niguel), Senator Loni Hancock (D-Berkeley), Senator Ricardo 

Lara (D-Bell Gardens), and Senator Jim W. Nielsen (R-Gerber). 

Each of the Conference Committee members brings forward significant 

budget and fiscal experience that will be important for reconciling the three 

spending plans. 

The conference committee began its work on Wednesday, June 1, with a 

broad overview of the differences between the education proposals in each of 

the three budget documents—the Governor’s May Revision, the Assembly 

budget, and the Senate budget. Nothing was decided in this first pass through, 

but as the June 15 Constitutional deadline approaches, actions will begin to be 

taken in the coming days.  

While the Conference Committee members were discussing the spending plan 

for the upcoming fiscal year, their colleagues in the Senate and Assembly 

were busy with meeting the June 3 house of origin deadline. This is the date 

by which all legislation introduced in one house needs to be approved by that 

house in order to proceed in the legislative process. 
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Up for consideration are all the legislative measures that were approved by the Appropriations committees 

last Friday. Below is a summary of a few bills that have already been considered this week on the floor of 

their respective houses: 

Assembly Bill (AB) 1846 (Lopez, D-San Fernando)—Adult Education Block Grant Program: 

Report. As amended on May 27, this bill no longer appropriates an additional $250 million for adult 

education consortiums. Instead the bill requires the State Superintendent of Public Instruction and 

Community College Chancellor to submit a summary regarding the extent to which funds provided to 

each consortium were insufficient to address the demands for adult education within the service area of 

the consortium. 

This bill was approved by the Assembly 78-1 and now moves to the Senate. 

AB 2197 (C. Garcia, D-Bell Gardens)—Unemployment Insurance: Classified Employees. As 

amended on May 31, this bill would delete the prohibition on the payment of unemployment benefits to 

education employees of a public school (including community colleges), other than teachers, researchers, 

and administrators, between two academic years. The bill would phase in, starting in 2017, up to eight 

weeks of benefits available to those specified employees over a four-year time frame.  

Recent amendments make the bill contingent on funds being appropriated for that purpose in the annual 

Budget Act. 

This bill was approved by the Assembly 51-27 and now moves to the Senate. 

Senate Bill (SB) 915 (Liu, D-La Cañada Flintridge)—Teacher Recruitment: California Center on 

Teaching Careers. This bill would establish the California Center on Teaching Careers for the purposes 

of “recruiting qualified and capable individuals into the teaching profession.” Under SB 915, duties of the 

Center would include: 

 Developing and distributing effective recruitment publications 

 Providing information to prospective teachers regarding requirements for obtaining a teaching 

credential, admission to and enrollment in teacher preparation programs, and financial aid and loan 

assistance programs 

 Developing and conducting outreach activities to high school pupils as well as to college students 

This bill was approved by the Senate 28-8 and now moves to the Assembly. 

 

Nancy LaCasse 
Robert Miyashiro 
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Note: Expect some give and take from Governor Brown on his early education proposal once the final 

Budget is adopted.  
 

Effort Grows To Oppose Governor’s Early Education Budget 
 

By Jeremy Hay 

EdSource 

June 1, 2016 

Hundreds of organizations and businesses in California called this week for major new statewide 

investments in childcare and early education, part of an organized campaign opposing Gov. Jerry Brown’s 

early education spending proposal. 

The request was in the form of a letter from nearly 500 organizations, including small childcare providers, 

dance studios, First 5 agencies from several counties, law firms, a winery, faith-based community groups 

and dozens of advocates for children and early education. 

The letter – addressed to the Brown administration, the California Department of Finance and legislative 

leaders – backs a request by the Legislative Women’s Caucus for $800 million in new state spending on 

California’s childcare system. It also asks the state to increase reimbursement rates for early care and 

education providers and add additional childcare slots; and it urges rules that would allow families to 

qualify once every 12 months for state-funded childcare and preschool services, rather than having to 

repeatedly prove their eligibility. 

 “If you care about the future workforce and about ensuring there is a population that has an opportunity, 

the smartest investment you can do is to do it sooner rather than later,” said Lenny Mendonca, founder of 

Half Moon Bay Brewing Company, one of the organizations that put its name on the letter. Mendonca is 

also chairman of the Children Now board of directors. The advocacy organization coordinated the letter, 

the latest lobbying effort in a campaign underway since Brown proposed his childcare and early education 

budget in January. 

“At a minimum we have to start to level the playing field and make sure that everyone enters kindergarten 

prepared,” Mendonca said. 

The letter is one prong in a political strategy that involves face-to-face and telephone lobbying of state 

legislators. 

“As we speak, people are walking the halls with this letter and a number of groups will be putting in calls, 

so it’s a full-scale effort,” said Ted Lempert, president of Children Now. 

Brown’s budget proposed no new spending on childcare and early education and effectively eliminated 

transitional kindergarten by combining that program’s funding and state preschool funding into a one  

$1.6 billion block grant. Brown says his proposal would more effectively direct spending toward low-

income children. The May revision to the 2016-17 state budget was unchanged from January, despite 

months of lobbying by advocates. 

Advocates say Brown’s proposal would shortchange children, place an already underfunded system under 

even greater strain, and put private providers at risk of going out of business. They pressed that argument in 

this week’s letter. 
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“It is clear that the LWC (Legislative Women’s Caucus) proposal better supports the immediate and longer 

term needs of working families and children while valuing providers and community-based programs 

proven to lift families from poverty,” said the letter. 

Lempert said that the process of composing the letter and rallying its supporters started before the 

Assembly Budget Subcommittee on Education Finance – which rejected the governor’s proposal – offered 

its own plan, $619 million in new spending that would preserve and expand transitional kindergarten as 

well as the state preschool program. The letter, he said, can effectively be seen as an endorsement of the 

subcommittee’s proposal. 

“The practical impact of this letter now is saying, ‘Go with the Assembly version. It’s closer to what we 

want. It’s certainly better than the May revise,’” Lempert said. 

 

 

Note: This is the process that results in legislation like 2014’s SB 858, which created the budget reserve 

cap on school districts. 
 

Gutting the “Gut and Amend” Process 
 

By Joel Fox 

Fox & Hounds 

June 1, 2016 
 

Legislative transparency, good government and the ability of the legislature to get things done are issues 

voters will consider if the “California Legislature Transparency Act” initiative makes it to the ballot. A 

number of legislators don’t want to see it there but understand the power of the transparency issue, of 

which they often spend mountains of time extolling. A plan to derail the initiative with a substitute measure 

should be taken with a cup full of skepticism. 

The initiative would require a bill to be in print and online for 72 hours before it can be voted on. The 

provision is intended to counter the all-too-often used practice of last moment gutting a bill on one subject 

that has been through committee hearings and substituting an entirely different law with no time for 

legislators to consider it before a vote. In addition, the measure would require video recording of open 

legislative meetings to be placed online. 

In order to prevent the law from being sealed into the state constitution, but to satisfy the public who 

believe they should have time to respond to what their legislators are proposing, the legislature could 

consider statutory language to achieve some of the initiative’s goals. 

Under a recent change in initiative law, the proponents of this particular initiative, Charles Munger, Jr. and 

former state senator Sam Blakeslee, could then pull the initiative before it comes before voters if they agree 

with a legislative alternative. 

The proponents ought to be cautious about such a move. Anything the legislature can do, it can undo. 

Just recently, there has been a backlash against a senate move to allow fundraising during the period when 

senators vote on bills. The senate had prohibited that action after some of their colleagues were charged 

with serious crimes dealing with improper influence involving legislation. 
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Senators had excuses for making the change – fundraising advantages members of the assembly enjoyed 

because of the senate self-imposed restriction — but the point for Munger and Blakeslee is that they saw 

the senate reverse course on a ‘good government’ issue. It could happen again. 

There is earnest debate over the ability of legislators to reach compromise on tough issues under the glare 

of the spotlight and the pressure imposed by special interests. 

I touched on this a few years ago in reviewing a discussion I had with former U.S. Senator Adlai Stevenson 

III on this issue. As I wrote at the time: He pointed to the 1787 constitutional convention in which the doors 

were locked with reporters and visitors barred from convention sessions. A great document was the result 

of the convention. Stevenson said when doors are open it’s the lobbyists and the money that comes through 

the doors making it more difficult to get the work of government done. 

That experience of 229 years ago is worth noting but we have witnessed the prevalent ill-use of the gut and 

amend procedure too often of late. Hearing the complaint of legislators saying that they wither before  

the onslaught of special interests makes one recall the long-ago advice of former Assembly Speaker Jesse 

Unruh: “If you can’t take their money, drink their whiskey, screw their women, and vote against ’em 

anyway, you don’t belong in the Legislature.” 

While the way he said it might not fit our era, the message of standing up to special interests still applies. 

It’s necessary to allow citizens time to comment on proposed legislative actions. 

 

 

Note: The bills that passed now start all over again in the second house, with the new deadline of  

August 31, 2016. 

 
Senate, Assembly Pass Dozens of Bills In First Day of Marathon Voting 

 

By Ben Bradford 

Capital Public Radio 

May 31, 2016 
 

It’s a marathon this week at the California state Capitol, as lawmakers in the state Assembly and Senate 

look to pass hundreds of bills before a deadline. 

All bills have to pass out of the chambers where they were introduced by Friday—Senate bills need to get 

out of the Senate; Assembly bills out of the Assembly. 

All measures move to the other chamber, and the marathon voting will continue through at least Thursday. 

SENATE 

Among dozens of measures passed Tuesday, the Senate voted to ban foreign contributions to political 

candidates and to ask voters to lift a ban on public financing in elections. Another Senate bill would 

prohibit smoking at state parks and beaches. 

Drivers who fail to pay minor traffic violations would not have their licenses suspended, under another bill 

passed by the Senate. 
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Senator Bob Hertzberg told colleagues low-income drivers who can’t afford to pay high fees are unfairly 

punished. 

“You shouldn’t lose a driver’s license because you can’t afford these enormous costs associated with 

tickets,” Hertzberg said. “And so we’ve decoupled this.” 

The bill also would allow courts to waive a $300 fee for failure to appear, if they determine the person did 

not intentionally skip court. 

The legislation is the latest in a series of attempts by lawmakers, the governor and the courts to lighten the 

effect of traffic fines on low-income drivers. 

The bill could cost courts millions of dollars each year to hold hearings and determine if drivers 

intentionally missed their court dates. 

ASSEMBLY 

Legislation passed in the Assembly could allow immigrants who are in the country illegally to get 

insurance through the state health care exchange. 

Under another bill, youth sports clubs would have to adopt concussion protocols. 

The California state Assembly also voted to add another initiative to the already crowded November ballot. 

Law enforcement agencies say Proposition 47, which reduced many nonviolent criminal sentences, had an 

unintended consequence. The 2014 initiative turned theft of items under $950 into misdemeanors, which 

they say includes firearms. 

On a two-thirds vote, the Assembly approved a ballot initiative that would allow firearm theft to be charged 

as a felony. 

The ACLU of California says there are other state and federal laws that make it a felony to steal a gun. 
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CONFIDENTIAL ITEM - (Check a Box) No: ☒  Yes: ☐ Date:  6/3/2016 

Approved by: José L. Banda, Superintendent 

To the Members of  the Board of Education 

Prepared by:  José L. Banda, Superintendent 
 

Contact Email: 

superintendent@scusd.edu  

Subject:  Highlights of Calendar for the Week of June 6  

 

Monday, June 6 

 Extended Cabinet Meeting 

 Ground-Breaking Ceremony – Theodore Judah 

 Executive Cabinet Meeting 

 1:1 Meeting with Cabinet Members 

 Meeting with Chancellor King 

 

Tuesday - Thursday, June 7 - 9 

 Attending My Brother’s Keeper Mentors Conference 

 

Thursday, June 9 

 Graduation Ceremony – American Legion High School 

 

Friday, June 10 

 School Visits (to be determined) 

 Meeting with Member Woo 

 1:1 Meetings with Cabinet Members 

 Graduation Ceremony – C. K. McClatchy High School 

 

Saturday, June 11 

 Participating on Panel for Black Minds Matter Forum 
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CONFIDENTIAL ITEM - (Check a Box) No: ☒  Yes: ☐ Date:  6/3/2016 

Approved by: José L. Banda, Superintendent 

To the Members of  the Board of Education 

Prepared by:   Lisa Hayes, Director, State and Federal Programs 
Contact Email:   

Lisa-hayes@scusd.edu 

Subject:  Supplemental Educational Services Transition Plan 2016-2017  

 

The purpose of this Board Communication is to provide the Board of Education with a 

summary of the changes to the Title I Supplemental Educational Services (SES) program brought 

by the transition from the 2002 ESEA authorization, “No Child Left Behind” (NCLB) to the 

“Every Student  Succeeds Act” (ESSA) to be fully implemented in 2017-18.  During the 2016-17 

transition year, the United States Department of Education has offered non-waiver states the 

opportunity to discontinue the SES program. 

 

In response, the California Department of Education (CDE) suspended the current SES program 

and developed a transition plan for districts to provide alternative supports for students.  These 

alternative supports can be designed by the district and no longer need to be provided by external 

organizations. The plan includes guidance which supersedes state and federal laws relating to SES: 

 

 Socioeconomically disadvantaged (SED) students attending a Title I school that is in 

Program Improvement (PI) Year 2 and beyond are eligible to receive alternative 

supports for the 2016-17 school year. 

 Alternative supports are locally defined, supplemental activities designed to increase 

the academic achievement of SED students at PI Year 2 and beyond schools. 

 The district must set aside a “reasonable amount” of Title I funds for alternative 

supports that is locally determined.  

 District may give priority to the lowest achieving schools or the lowest achieving 

students attending a PI Year 2 and beyond school, based on locally defined measures to 

identify lowest achieving students. 

 The district must align alternative supports to core instruction. 

 The district must design alternative supports that are based on state or local assessments 

and modify the alternative supports based on monitoring and/or data results. 

 

Staff will develop a plan this summer for alternative supports that follows CDE guidance, meets 

SCUSD students’ needs and will present the plan to the Board of Education this fall. When the 

plan is in place, parents at PI Year 2 and beyond school sites will receive notification.   
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CONFIDENTIAL ITEM - (Check a Box) No: ☒  Yes: ☐ Date:  6/3/2016 

Approved by: José L. Banda, Superintendent 

To the Members of  the Board of Education 

Prepared by:   Cindy Nguyen, Employee Relations Director 
Contact Email:  cindy-

nguyen@scusd.edu 

Subject:  Teacher of the Year Banquet 

 

As we complete the selection process for our 2 Teachers of the Year and prepare to recognize them 

at the June 16 Board Meeting, I would like to invite you to attend the 2017 Sacramento County 

Teachers of the Year Banquet on Friday, September 16, 2016 from 6:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. at the 

Hilton Hotel, Sacramento Arden West. 

 

Banquet Reservation Forms will be sent to you by the Board Office. 
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CONFIDENTIAL ITEM - (Check a Box) No: ☒  Yes: ☐ Date:  6/3/2016 

Approved by: José L. Banda, Superintendent 

To the Members of  the Board of Education 

Prepared by:   Elliot Lopez, Chief Information Officer 
Contact Email:  Elliot-

lopez@scusd.edu 

Subject:  Streaming Graduation Ceremonies 

 

At the request of the Board, Technology Services has established a process for streaming this year’s 

graduation ceremonies via the Internet as a means of providing increased access to parents and out of 

town family members.  

 

The district will have staff onsite to capture each event and will leverage a dedicated third-party 

provider to stream graduation ceremonies for all high schools. Our Communications and Technology 

Services teams will work to make the streams available via district and school Web sites, and to 

facilitate outreach to parents and the community by each school. Archived ceremonies will continue 

to be available on the Web for a period of time after their completion. Staff will inform principals of 

the access to this tool for their families early next week. 

 

This week, the district’s first high school graduation of the year - for Sacramento New Tech High 

School - was streamed live. The archived stream is available online at 

http://www.scusd.edu/graduation-dates. We anticipate that the quality of streamed ceremonies will 

improve as we refine the process and learn more about the capabilities of our new system. 

 

Please don’t hesitate to contact me to discuss available options or answer any questions pertaining to 

the above. 

 

 

http://www.scusd.edu/graduation-dates
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