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SACRAMENTO CITY UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 
BOARD OF EDUCATION 

 
Agenda Item#_8.1p__ 

 
Meeting Date:  June 5, 2025 
 
 
Subject:  Approve 2025-2026 Legal Master Contracts  
 
 

 Information Item Only 
 Approval on Consent Agenda 
 Conference (for discussion only) 
 Conference/First Reading (Action Anticipated: ______________)  
 Conference/Action 
 Action 
 Public Hearing 

 
Division:  Business Services 
 
Recommendation:  Approve master contracts for legal services provided by Dannis 
Woliver Kelly, Diepenbrock Elkin, Fagen Friedman and Fulfrost LLP (F3), and Lozano 
Smith law firms for the 2025-26 fiscal year. 
 
Background/Rationale:  These firms provide legal advice and counsel to the Board of 
Education and staff on various matters, ensuring compliance and diligence in all aspects 
related to the provision of educational services. 
 
Financial Considerations:  At the June 26, 2025, Board meeting, we will provide a matrix 
establishing annual ‘not to exceed’ amounts by department. These amounts will represent 
the maximum authority granted through Board approval and cannot be exceeded without 
an increase approved by the board. 
 
LCAP Goal(s): Goal I – Graduation Outcomes, Goal 2 – Academic Outcomes, Goal 3 – 
Welcoming and Safety Outcomes 
 
Documents Attached:   

• DWK Agreement for Professional Services 
• Diepenbrock Elkin Dauer McCandless LLP Agreement for Legal Services 
• Fagen Friedman & Fulfrost LLP Agreement for Legal Services 
• Lozano Smith Agreement for Legal Services 

 
  Estimated Time:  N/A 
  Submitted by:  Janea Marking, Chief Business and Operations Officer 
  Approved by:   Lisa Allen, Superintendent 
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Eileen M. Diepenbrock 

T: (916) 492-5024 
F: 916-446-2640 

ediepenbrock@diepenbrock.com 
www.diepenbrock.com  
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555 University Avenue, Suite 200 ● Sacramento, CA  95825 

April 30, 2025 
 
Via Email:  Chris-Ralston@scusd.edu 
 
Chris Ralston 
Assistant Superintendent 
Sacramento City Unified School District 
5735 47th Avenue 
Sacramento, CA 95824  
 

Re: Agreement for Legal Services: Effective July 1, 2025 
 

Dear Mr. Ralston: 
 
We are very pleased to be retained by Sacramento City Unified School District 
(“SCUSD”) under a new Master Fee Agreement, effective July 1, 2025, pursuant to 
which our Firm will provide general legal services on an as-needed basis to SCUSD for 
a variety of short-term legal matters, including drafting, negotiating and providing advice 
regarding contract documents; assisting with legal issues that arise during bidding and 
other procurements; providing assistance on other short-term contracting questions; 
assisting with  pre-litigation claim issues; counseling regarding specific projects prior to 
litigation; and providing assistance with other issues that require prompt attention.  We 
also will be available to attend meetings with SCUSD to discuss legal issues.  
Additionally, as part of this engagement, and as a courtesy at no cost to SCUSD, we will 
be pleased to offer in-house training seminars on legal issues of importance to SCUSD.  
Excluded from the scope of this Master Agreement are more complex matters, such as 
complex litigation matters.  While we will be delighted to provide legal assistance to 
SCUSD related to matters excluded from this Master Agreement, any such matters will 
be the subject of a separate, project-specific fee agreement.  
 
This letter constitutes the written Fee Agreement (“Agreement") that will govern this 
representation. Enclosed herewith is our Firm's Standard Terms of Engagement for 
Legal Services, which is incorporated herewith and made part of this Agreement. 
 
This Agreement will cover work that is in process under our existing Agreement dated 
June 14, 2024 and executed by SCUSD on July 7, 2024, that has not been completed 
as of the effective date of this Agreement, as well as additional work after the effective 
date of this Agreement.   
 
Unless advised otherwise, we will communicate with you as the representative of the 
Client. 
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Fees and Billing 
 
It is our philosophy to provide quality legal services at a reasonable cost.  Our current 
basic billing rates for our legal personnel range from $125 to $550 per hour.  These 
rates are subject to change from time to time, and are generally adjusted effective 
January 1 of each year.  I will be the attorney primarily responsible for this engagement, 
with assistance from my colleagues Jennifer L. Dauer and Nicholas B. Brummel.  My 
current rate is $550 per hour; Ms. Dauer’s current standard rate is $500 per hour; and 
Mr. Brummel’s standard rate is $340 per hour. For this matter, however, we are pleased 
to offer the discounted rate for public entities of $330 per hour for each attorney. To the 
extent we need paralegal assistance for this engagement, their rates will be discounted 
to $125 per hour. All work assignments will be made, where possible, in a way that 
maximizes our legal effectiveness and time efficiency and minimizes your legal 
expenses. 
 
We typically charge our time in minimum units of 0.2 hours, and our billing statements 
will reflect the time spent on a per task basis. In addition to our fees for work performed, 
all outside vendor costs will be the responsibility of SCUSD payment. We will not incur 
costs associated with outside vendors without the approval of SCUSD. We will review 
invoices from outside vendors for accuracy and approval and then provided them to 
SCUSD for payment. If the invoices are in a minimal amount (typically less than 
$500.00), payment may be advanced by our Firm. In that case, they will be carefully 
itemized on SCUSD’s monthly statement from our Firm.   
 
We will provide you with our monthly billing statements for fees and disbursements. If at 
any time you have questions concerning a billing statement, we will be pleased to 
discuss them with you. We also will provide any additional explanation of our work that 
you request. It is essential that you advise us promptly if you do have questions or 
concerns regarding billings so we may resolve them as quickly as possible. Our 
invoices are due upon receipt and we reserve the right, consistent with our ethical 
obligations, to withdraw from this representation should our invoices become 
delinquent. We also waive our normal requirement for an advance deposit for fees and 
the interest that we charge if bills are not paid on a 30 day turnaround.   
 
Advance Deposit  
 
We will waive our normal requirement for an advance fee deposit.  
 
Termination 
 
We look forward to a long and mutually beneficial working relationship with SCUSD. 
However, SCUSD has right to end our services at any time. If that should happen, 
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SCUSD will be responsible for the payment of fees and costs accrued, but not yet paid, 
plus reasonable fees and costs in transferring the matter to you or new counsel. By the 
same token, we reserve the right to terminate our services upon written notice or in 
accordance with our attached Standard Terms. This could happen if our fees and costs 
are not paid as agreed, there is a failure to cooperate with us in this matter such that we 
hindered in our ability to provide our service, or if we determine we cannot continue to 
represent the City for ethical or practical concerns. 
 
Client File 
 
It is our practice to maintain files electronically rather than in hard (paper) copy unless 
you request, in writing during the representation, that we retain paper files. At the 
conclusion of our representation, we will retain client files electronically for five years, 
during which time you may request electronic copies of the files.  Any paper files may 
be destroyed at the conclusion of the representation if SCUSD does not make a written 
request for the return of its files at or before that time.   
 
Conflicts of Interest 
 
An attorney-client relationship requires, of course, mutual trust between the client and 
the attorney. It is understood that communications exclusively between counsel and the 
client are confidential and protected by the attorney-client privilege. 
 
To assure mutuality of trust, we maintain a client index.  The California Rules of 
Professional Conduct define whether a past or present relationship with any party 
prevents us from representing a new client. To assist us in complying with these rules, 
all persons and entities involved in this matter must be checked against our index to 
confirm there are no conflicts. Similarly, to guard against future conflicts, you will be 
included in our list of clients on the index. 
 
We have checked the following names against our client index at this time.  We request 
that you assist us in updating this list as you become aware of any changes required in 
the future. 
 
 Sacramento City Unified School District 
 
Based on that check, we can represent SCUSD’s interests in the matters described 
herein. For particular projects under this Master Agreement, we may need to update this 
list depending on whether there is another party involved. For example, in the case of a 
bid protest, we will need to check the names of the intended contract awardee and the 
protesting party against the names in our client index.  
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Agreement 
 
Although we have set forth the terms of our representation in the form of a letter, the 
Agreement set forth in this letter, including the enclosed Standard Terms, is a binding 
legal contract.  If the Agreement meets with your approval, please acknowledge receipt 
and agreement with the terms contained in this letter by signing a copy and returning it 
to us. Please keep a copy for your records.  Our receipt of a signed copy of this 
letter is required before we can proceed with any work after the effective date of 
this Agreement.  
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions you may have.  Again, we look 
forward to working with SCUSD. 
 
Very truly yours, 
 
DIEPENBROCK ELKIN  
DAUER MCCANDLESS LLP 
 

 
Eileen M. Diepenbrock 
 
Enclosures: Standard Terms and Conditions 
 

ACCEPTANCE AND APPROVAL 
 
The undersigned has reviewed and understands the foregoing terms and conditions, 
and has the authority to so bind the party on behalf of whom this is signed. 
 
       
Dated: __________________ Sacramento City Unified School District 
 
     By___________________________________ 
 
     Name:_______________________________ 
 
     Title:_________________________________ 
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Standard Terms of Engagement for Legal Services 

This statement sets forth the standard terms of engagement for Diepenbrock Elkin Dauer McCandless, a limited liability partnership, as 

your lawyers. Unless modified in writing by mutual agreement, these terms will be an integral part of our agreement to work with you. 

Therefore, we ask that you review this statement carefully and contact us promptly if you have any questions. We suggest that you 

retain this statement in your file. 

The Scope of Our Work 

You should have a clear understanding of the legal services we will provide. Any questions that you have should be dealt with promptly.  

We will at all times act on your behalf to the best of our ability. Any expressions on our part concerning the outcome of your legal 

matters are expressions of our best professional judgment, but are not guarantees. Such opinions are necessarily limited by our 

knowledge of the facts and are based on the state of the law at the time they are expressed. 

Who Will Provide the Legal Services 

Customarily, each client of the firm is served by a principal attorney contact. The principal attorney should be someone in whom you 

have confidence and with whom you enjoy working. You are free to request a change of principal attorney at any time. Subject to the 

supervisory role of the principal attorney, your work, or parts of it, may be performed by other lawyers and legal assistants in the firm. 

Such delegation may be for the purpose of involving lawyers or legal assistants with special expertise in a given area or for the purpose 

of providing services on the most efficient and timely basis. Whenever practicable, we will advise you of the names of those attorneys 

and legal assistants who work on your matters. 

How Fees Will Be Set 

In determining the amount to be charged for the legal services we provide to you, we will consider: 

x The time and effort required, the novelty and complexity of the issues presented, and the skill required to perform the legal services 

promptly 

x The fees customarily charged in the community for similar services and the value of the services to you 

x The amount of money or value of property involved and the results obtained 

x The time constraints imposed by you as our client and other circumstances, such as an emergency closing, the need for injunctive 

relief from court, or substantial disruption of other office business 

x The experience, reputations, and expertise of the lawyers performing the services 

x The extent to which office procedures and systems have produced a high quality product efficiently. 

Among these factors, the time and effort required are typically weighed most heavily. We will keep records of time we devote to your 

work, including conferences (both in person and over the telephone), negotiations, factual and legal research and analysis, document 

preparation and revision, travel on your behalf, and other related matters. We record our time in units of tenths of an hour. 

The hourly rates of our lawyers and legal assistants have an important bearing on the fees we charge. These lawyers are assigned 

both regular and specialty rates.  Their time will be charged at a specialty rate when they provide services in their specialty areas. 
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We are often requested to estimate the amount of fees and costs likely to be incurred in connection with a particular matter. Whenever 

possible, we will furnish such an estimate based upon our professional judgment, but always with a clear understanding that i t is not a 

maximum or fixed fee quotation. The ultimate cost frequently is more or less than the amount estimated. 

For certain well-defined services we may quote a flat fee. It is our policy not to accept representations on a flat fee basis except in such 

defined-services areas or pursuant to a special arrangement tailored to the needs of a particular client. In all such situations, the flat fee 

arrangement will be expressed in a letter, setting forth both the amount of the fee and the scope of the services to be provided. 

In undertaking representation of a client with a personal injury or wrongful death claim, we will, in appropriate circumstances, provide 

legal services on a contingent fee basis. Any such contingent fee arrangement must be reflected in a written contingent fee agreement. 

Out-of-Pocket Expenses 

We typically incur, and pay on behalf of our clients, a variety of out-of-pocket costs arising in connection with legal services. These 

include charges made by government agencies and service vendors as well as clerical charges. Whenever such costs are incurred, we 

will carefully itemize and bill them. Typical of such costs are conference call fees; messenger, courier, express delivery charges and 

certain other postage; printing and reproduction costs; filing fees; deposition and transcript costs; witness fees; travel expenses; 

charges made by outside experts and consultants, including accountants, appraisers and other legal counsel (unless arrangements for 

direct billing have been made); and computerized research charges.. We incur outside costs as agents for our clients and incur internal 

expenses on behalf of our clients, who agree that these costs will always be paid on a regular basis. 

The firm routinely incurs matter specific out-of-pocket expenses for the benefit of clients and for which reimbursements will be charged. 

The firm's out-of-pocket expense rates may be adjusted from time to time to reflect matter specific changes in cost levels experienced. 

Photocopy Costs:  Photocopies are billed to clients at the rate of $0.20 per page. 

Telephone Costs: Conference call costs are billed to clients at the rate specified by the conference call provider. 

Legal Research Costs: Legal research charges billed to clients vary with the type of database accessed and the time required. The 

firm's rates are set to allow it to recover the costs of providing this service to clients, and generally include tolls, taxes, database access 

charges and certain other costs incidental to collecting and processing legal research cost information. 

Postage/Delivery Service Costs: Postage and delivery service, for other than regular letter correspondence, are billed to clients at the 

rates charged by the various carriers. 

Outside Messenger Costs: Outside messenger services utilized are billed to clients at the rates charged by the messenger services. 

Advance Fee and Trust Agreements 

New clients of the firm are commonly asked to deposit an advance fee with the firm. Unless other arrangements are specified by your 

principal attorney contact, the advance fee deposit is held pending completion of the matter.  At the conclusion of our legal 

representation or at such time as the deposit is unnecessary or is appropriately reduced, the remaining balance or an appropriate part 

of it will be returned to you. If the advance fee deposit provides insufficient funds to cover current expenses and fees, it may have to be 

increased. 

Deposits that are received to cover specific items will be disbursed as provided in our agreement with you, and you will be notified from 

time to time of the amounts applied or withdrawn. Any amount remaining after disbursement will be returned to you. 

All trust deposits we receive from you, including advance fees, will be placed in a trust account for your benefit. By law, your deposit 

must be placed in a pooled account if it is not expected to earn a net return, taking into consideration the size and anticipated duration 

of the deposit and the transaction costs. Other trust deposits will also be placed in the pooled account unless you request a segregated  
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account. By law, interest earned on the pooled account is payable to a charitable foundation established by the State Supreme Court. 

Interest earned on a segregated trust account will be added to the deposit for your benefit and will be includable in your taxable income. 

Termination 

You may terminate our representation at any time, with or without cause, by notifying us. If such termination occurs, your papers and 

property will be returned to you promptly. Our own files pertaining to the case will be retained. Your termination of our services will not 

alter your responsibility for payment of legal services rendered and out-of-pocket costs incurred before termination and in connection 

with an orderly transition of the matter. 

We are subject to the State Code of Professional Responsibility, which lists several types of conduct or circumstances that require or 

allow us to withdraw from representing a client, including nonpayment of fees or costs, misrepresentation or failure to disclose material 

facts, action contrary to our advice, and conflict of interest with another client.  Client acknowledges and agrees that should client fail to 

pay our fees and costs when due, the firm shall be entitled to withdraw from the representation pursuant to the Code of Professional 

Responsibility, and that client further agrees not to contest such withdrawal.  We try to identify in advance and discuss with our clients 

any situation that may lead to our withdrawal, and if withdrawal ever becomes necessary, we immediately give the client written notice 

of our withdrawal. 

Errors and Omissions Insurance 

This law firm maintains errors and omissions insurance coverage applicable to professional services. 

Billing Arrangements and Terms of Payment 

We will bill you on a regular basis, normally each month, for both fees and disbursements. You agree to make payment within 30 days 

of receiving our statement. Unpaid fees and disbursements accrue interest at the rate (non-compounded) of 0.833 percent per month 

(10% per annum) from the beginning of the month in which they become overdue. (Where fees and disbursements are regularly paid 

out of an advance fee deposit, no interest will be charged.) 

We will give you prompt notice if your account becomes delinquent. You agree to bring the account or the advance fee deposit current. 

If the delinquency continues and you do not arrange satisfactory payment terms, we will withdraw from the representation and pursue 

collection of your account. You agree to pay the costs of collecting the debt, including court costs, filing fees, and a reasonable 

attorney's fee. 

File Retention 

Unless we are authorized by you to release the file (including your papers and property) in this matter to you or to destroy it sooner, 

your file shall be retained by this firm for five years following the date the matter is closed (unless our client in this matter is a minor, in 

which case the file shall be retained for five years past the closing date or until our client reaches majority, whichever is longer). 

Following the retention of your file for this period of time, we will notify you of our intention to destroy the file unless we receive 

instructions from you to forward the file to you. We will, of course, see that any destruction of the file is accomplished by suitable 

means, to assure against the disclosure of any client confidences or secrets that are in the file. 

Your Right to Arbitrate 

If you disagree with the amount of our fee, please take up the question with your principal attorney contact or with the firm's managing 

partner. Typically, such disagreements are resolved to the satisfaction of both sides with little inconvenience or formality. In the event of 

a fee dispute that is not readily resolved, you have the right to request arbitration under supervision of the State Bar Association, and 

we agree to participate fully in that process. 



 
AGREEMENT FOR LEGAL SERVICES 

 

This agreement is by and between Sacramento City Unified School District (“Client”) and the law firm of 

Fagen Friedman & Fulfrost LLP (F3 Law) (“Attorney”).  In consideration of the promises and the mutual 

agreements hereinafter contained, Attorney agrees to provide legal services to Client on the terms set forth 

below effective July 1, 2025: 

 

1. CONDITIONS. This Agreement will not take effect, and Attorney will have no obligation to provide 

legal services, until Client returns a signed copy of this Agreement.  

 

2. SCOPE OF SERVICES. Client hires Attorney as its legal representative/counsel with respect to matters 

Client specifically refers to Attorney.  Attorney will provide those legal services reasonably required to 

represent Client.  Attorney will take reasonable steps to keep Client informed of progress and to respond to 

Client’s inquiries. 

 

3. CLIENT’S DUTIES. Client agrees to cooperate with Attorney and to communicate with candor while 

keeping the Attorney apprised of any information or developments which may come to Client’s attention, 

to abide by this Agreement, to pay Attorney’s bills on time and to keep Attorney advised of Client’s address 

and telephone number.  Client will assist Attorney in providing information and documents necessary for 

the representation in the described matter. 

 

4. CONSULTANT SERVICES. Attorney may provide consulting services, which may be referred to as 

Next Level Client Services, in addition to or in support of the legal services provided pursuant to this 

Agreement, through qualified non-attorney consultants, including but not limited to: governance training 

and assistance; communications services; education program planning and implementation; mentoring, 

coaching, and leadership; strategic planning and solutions; and advocacy at the local and state level. 

 

5. EMAIL COMMUNICATIONS/CLOUD-BASED COMPUTING.  Attorney will protect Client data in a 

manner that is compliant with state and federal law. In order to provide Client with efficient and convenient 

legal services, Attorney will frequently communicate and transmit documents using e-mail.  In addition, 

Attorney uses a cloud computing service. Most of Attorney’s electronic data, including emails and 

documents, are stored in this manner.  Attorney will take reasonable precautions to keep email and other 

electronic data confidential and secure.  

 

6. LEGAL FEES AND BILLING PRACTICES. Client agrees to pay by the hour, in minimum units of one 

tenth (.1) of an hour, at Attorney’s prevailing rates for all time spent on Client’s matter by Attorney’s legal 

personnel.  Current hourly rates are noted in an attached rate schedule and the actual rate billed is based on 

the attorney’s number of years of experience. 

 

The rates on this schedule, as well as the current job title designations/ classifications listed hereon, are 

subject to change on 30 days’ written notice to client.  If Client declines to pay any increased rates, Attorney 

will have the right to withdraw as Attorney for Client.  The time charged will include the time Attorney 

spends on telephone calls relating to Client’s matter, including calls with Client and other parties and 

attorneys.  The legal personnel assigned to Client’s matter may confer among themselves about the matter, 

as required and appropriate.  When they do confer, each person will charge for the time expended, as long 

as the work done is reasonably necessary and not duplicative.  Likewise, if more than one of the legal 

personnel attends a meeting or other proceeding, each will charge for the time spent.  

 

7. COSTS AND OTHER CHARGES. (a) Attorney will incur various costs and expenses in performing 

legal services under this Agreement. Except as otherwise stated, Client agrees to pay for all costs, 

disbursements and expenses in addition to the hourly fees. These include fees fixed by law or assessed by 

public agencies, messenger and other delivery fees, out of office copying/reproduction costs, and travel 

costs (including mileage charged at the standard IRS rate, parking, transportation, meals and hotel costs, if 

applicable), and other similar items. The following costs shall not be charged: 



 

In office Photocopying No Charge 

Facsimile Charges No Charge 

Postage No Charge 

On-line Legal Research Subscriptions No Charge 

Administrative Overhead  No Charge 

   

(b) Out of town travel.  Client agrees to pay transportation, meals, lodging and all other costs of any 

necessary out-of-town travel by law firm personnel.  Client will also be charged the hourly rates for the 

time legal personnel spend traveling.  

 

(c) Consultants and Investigators.  To aid in the representation in Client’s matter, it may become necessary 

to hire consultants or investigators.  Client agrees to pay such fees and charges.  

 

(d) Other fees and costs.  Client understands that if a case proceeds to court action, arbitration or 

administrative hearing, the court, arbitrator or reviewing agency may award attorney fees and costs to the 

other party or parties.  Payment of such attorney fees and costs shall be the sole responsibility of 

Client.   Similarly, other parties may be required to pay some or all of the fees and costs incurred by 

Client.  Client acknowledges that any such determination does not in and of itself affect the amount of the 

fees and costs to be paid by Client to Attorney pursuant to this agreement. 
 

8. BILLING STATEMENTS. Attorney will send Client monthly statements for fees and costs incurred.  

Each statement will be payable within thirty (30) days of its mailing date.  An interest charge of one percent 

(1%) per month shall be assessed on balances that are more than thirty (30) days past due.  Client may 

request a statement at intervals of less than 30 days.  If Client requests a bill, Attorney will provide one 

within 10 days.  The statements shall include the amount, rate, basis of calculation or other method of 

determination of the fees and costs, which costs will be clearly identified by item and amount.  

 

9. CLIENT APPROVAL NECESSARY FOR SETTLEMENT 

Attorney will not make any settlement or compromise of any nature of any of Client’s claims without 

Client’s prior approval. Client retains the absolute right to accept or reject any settlement.   
 

10. DISCHARGE AND WITHDRAWAL. Client may discharge Attorney at any time.  Attorney may 

withdraw with Client’s consent, for good cause or as allowed or required by law upon ten (10) days written 

notice.  Good cause includes Client’s breach of this Agreement, refusal to cooperate or to follow Attorney’s 

advice on a material matter or any fact or circumstance that would render Attorney’s continuing 

representation unlawful or unethical.  When Attorney’s services conclude, all unpaid charges will 

immediately become due and payable. Following the conclusion of Attorney's representation of Client, 

Attorney will, upon Client's request, deliver to Client the Client file(s) and property in Attorney's 

possession, whether or not Client has paid for all services.  If Client has not requested delivery of the files, 

Attorney may destroy all such files in its possession seven (7) years after the conclusion of the 

representation.   

 

11. DISCLAIMER OF GUARANTEE AND ESTIMATES. Nothing in this Agreement and nothing in 

Attorney’s statements to Client will be construed as a promise or guarantee about the outcome of the matter.  

Attorney makes no such promises or guarantees.  Attorney’s comments about the outcome of the matter are 

expressions of opinion only.  Actual fees may vary from estimates given.  

 

12. ENTIRE AGREEMENT. This Agreement contains the entire agreement of the parties.  No other 

agreement, statement, or promise made on or before the effective date of this Agreement will be binding 

on the parties.  

 

13. MODIFICATION BY SUBSEQUENT AGREEMENT. This Agreement may be modified by 

subsequent agreement of the parties only by an instrument in writing signed by both of them or an oral 

agreement only to the extent that the parties carry it out.  

 

14. SEVERABILITY IN EVENT OF PARTIAL INVALIDITY. If any provision of this Agreement is held 

in whole or in part to be unenforceable for any reason, the remainder of that provision and of the entire 

Agreement will be severable and remain in effect. 

 



15. MEDIATION CLAUSE. If a dispute arises out of or relating to any aspect of this Agreement between 

the Client and Attorney, or the breach thereof, and if the dispute cannot be settled through negotiation, 

Attorney and Client agree to use mediation before resorting to arbitration, litigation, or any other dispute 

resolution procedure. 

 

16. EFFECTIVE DATE. This Agreement will govern all legal services performed by Attorney on behalf 

of Client commencing with the date Attorney first performed services.  The date at the beginning of this 

Agreement is for reference only.  Even if this Agreement does not take effect, Client will be obligated to 

pay Attorney the reasonable value of any services Attorney may have performed for Client.  
 

THE PARTIES HAVE READ AND UNDERSTOOD THE FOREGOING TERMS AND AGREE 

TO THEM AS OF THE DATE ATTORNEY FIRST PROVIDED SERVICES.  THE CLIENT 

SHALL RECEIVE A FULLY EXECUTED DUPLICATE OF THIS AGREEMENT.   

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have signed this Agreement for Legal Services. 

 

Sacramento City Unified School District   Fagen Friedman & Fulfrost LLP 

   

Namita S. Brown  

Type or Print Name  

 
 Name 

   

Managing Partner  

Type or Print Title  

 

Title 

 

 

 

 

 

District Authorized Signature  

 

Signature 

DATE:______________________________   DATE: May 19, 2025  

 



 

PROFESSIONAL RATE SCHEDULE 

 

Sacramento City Unified School District  

July 1, 2025 

 

1. HOURLY PROFESSIONAL RATES 

 

 Client agrees to pay Attorney by the following standard hourly rate: 

 

Associate $295 - $325 per hour 

Partner $360 - $395 per hour 

Senior Partner* $420 per hour 

Senior Counsel/Of-Counsel $375 - $395 per hour 

Paralegal $205 - $290 per hour 

Law Clerk $290 per hour  
Next Level Client Services $180 per hour 

Education Consultant $295 per hour 

Communications Services Consultant $315 per hour 

Communications Services Associate $100 per hour  

Technology Discovery Associate $50 per hour 

 

 *Equity Partner or Partners with 25+ years of experience.  
Travel time shall be charged only from the Attorney's nearest office to the destination and shall be 

prorated if the assigned Attorney travels for two or more clients on the same trip. If Client requests 

a specific Attorney, Client agrees to pay for all travel time of that specific Attorney in connection 

with the matter. For matters concerning compliance with state and federal voting rights laws and/or 

related subjects, Client agrees to pay for all travel time of assigned Attorney in connection with 

those matters.  

 
2. ON-SITE LEGAL SERVICES 

 

At Client's discretion and by prior arrangement of Client and Attorney, Attorney may provide 

regularly scheduled on-site legal services ("Office Hours") to address legal issues that may arise in 

Client's day-to-day operations.  Office Hours, which include time Attorney spends at Client's 

facility as well as travel time, shall be provided at a reduced hourly rate of 90% of the Attorney's 

standard hourly rate.                     

3. COSTS AND EXPENSES 

 

In office Photocopying No Charge 

Facsimile Charges No Charge 

Postage No Charge 

On-line Legal Research Subscriptions No Charge 

Administrative Overhead  No Charge 

Mileage IRS Standard Rate 

 

Other costs, such as messenger, meals, and lodging shall be charged on an actual and necessary 

basis. 

Please Return 

Professional Rate 

Schedule With Contract  
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