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TTeeaacchhiinngg  aanndd  LLeeaarrnniinngg      

 
California Collaborative 
 

SCUSD is a member of the California Collaborative on District Reform, which aims to inform 
district-level efforts to improve instruction and outcomes for all California students by 
bringing together practitioners, policymakers, researchers and funders in ongoing evidence-
based dialogue and collective problem-solving. Collaborative members meet three times a 
year to explore particular problems of district practice and to glean lessons relevant both to 
those problems and to more general issues of system improvement. 
 
On Thursday and Friday, the district was honored to host one of its meetings. The two-day 
meeting focused on Leveraging Opportunities for Instructional Excellence: Implementing the 
Common Core. This meeting began with us sharing our key strategy of developing units of 
study as a vehicle for professional learning and curriculum development. This was followed 
by the participants becoming “critical friends” who explored and critiqued a sample unit of 
study. As a result, we were able to garner some targeted constructive feedback, which will 
help to elevate our work to the next level. To contextualize the work, participants were 
afforded the opportunity to hear from a panel of principals and teachers who shared how 
the unit of study design is building teacher capacity at their respective sites and 
transforming learning in the classroom. Overall, the meeting enabled us to engage in 
reflective practice with fellow educators, draw insights from them and deepen our attention 
to the work. 
 

FFaacciilliittiieess  aanndd  OOppeerraattiioonnss  

 

Data Dashboard Now Available 
 

The SCUSD Data Dashboard (www.scusd.edu/data-dashboard) is now available online for 
anyone and everyone – parents, students, employees and community members – to learn 
more about the Sacramento City Unified School District. SCUSD strives to be open and 
transparent about successes and challenges. The Data Dashboard is a part of that effort, 
and will continue to grow and deepen as the district builds and implements the Guide to 
Success and transitions to the new Infinite Campus student information system. 
 

http://www.scusd.edu/data-dashboard


Through the Data Dashboard, users can access data about school sites and the district as a 
whole. The site provides a user-friendly (just click) way to access data on student academic 
performance (by school and by demographic subgroup), graduation rates, student discipline 
rates and attendance/absenteeism. Parents who have been trained to use the Data 
Dashboard through the Parents as Partners program have given it high marks for ease and 
clarity. 
 

CCoommmmuunniittyy  EEnnggaaggeemmeenntt  

 

Parent Workshop on Special Education and Common Core State Standards 
 

The Community Advisory Committee for Special Education hosted the second session of 
Common Core State Standards (CCSS) ELA and Math for parents of students receiving 
Special Education services. More than 30 parents participated in the events on October 15  

and November 19. The sessions provided an overview of the CCSS in both ELA and Math 
with a focus on the ELA Descriptors and Standards of Mathematical Practice. 
 
In addition, particular attention was paid to strategies that will assist the students with 
special needs to access these rigorous standards. Parents were provided with overview 
information on Universal Design for Learning strategies which serve as a construct for 
designing well-developed lessons with the students’ specialized needs in mind. The two 
evenings were interactive and engaging. Feedback from the sessions indicated that parents 
appreciated an opportunity to have parent sessions focus on the needs of students who are 
receiving specialized academic instruction and other Special Education services. 
 

Suicide Risk Assessment Trainings 
 

Integrated Support Services conducted trainings for district staff to become certified in 
providing suicide risk assessment services to students. District staff was trained to use the 
Child Suicide Risk Assessment, which is used for elementary school students as well as the 
Screen for Youth Suicide Risk, which is used to assess middle and high school students. 
Combined, more than 25 employees (social workers, psychologists, counselors and nursing 
staff) were trained on how to screen and assess a student for suicide risk. To date, more 
than 110 employees have been trained. 
  

Affordable Care Act Trainings and Outreach 
 

Representatives from Legal Services of Northern California and Sacramento Covered made a 
presentation to Integrated Support Services and Health Services staff on enrolling SCUSD 
students and parents in affordable health insurance programs under the Affordable Care 
Act (ACA). These presentations covered affordable health care options for employed and 
underemployed individuals, as well as options for students and parents who will now 
qualify for Medi-Cal and/or Cal-Fresh benefits. 
 



In addition, SCUSD’s Connect Center partnered with La Familia Counseling Center, UC Davis, 
and Sacramento Covered to host a health insurance outreach and education event at the La 
Familia Counseling Center location. This event was an opportunity for SCUSD families and 
community members to gather information about their Affordable Care Act health coverage 
options, as well as to receive information about district and community resources such as 
Birth & Beyond Family Resource Center, the Sacramento County Department of Behavioral 
Health, SCUSD’s Connect Center and Legal Services of Northern California. 
 

Bullying Prevention 
 

Several bullying prevention trainings were held this week. Recipients of the trainings 
included SCUSD office managers, 45 Sacramento State interns who work in the district and 
the leadership class at Kit Carson Middle School. Three schools also received bullying 
prevention curriculum presentations: John Still, Bret Harte and Rosemont. Additionally, 
Hiram Johnson Student Support Center Coordinator Mary Struhs and the district’s Bullying 
Prevention Specialist Jessica Wharton worked with Johnson’s peer mediators to discuss 
ideas for increasing positive school climate. The students generated many great ideas. All of 
these schools are well on their way to implementing comprehensive bullying prevention 
programs. 

 

Meeting with California Coalition for Youth  

Integrated Support Services staff met with Paul Curtis and Amanda Johnston of the 
California Coalition for Youth and the Youth Crisis Line to share information and 
resources and to determine ways to empower youth through opportunities to train 
as peer crisis line counselors. The meeting also addressed ways that the CA Youth 
Crisis Line can collaborate with the district to provide crisis resources on a larger 
scale, with a special emphasis on homeless and/or runaway youth. Plans are in place 
to expand this partnership as it will continue to provide support, services and 
opportunities for both our youth and staff. 

 

C.K. McClatchy Freshman Rally 

The C.K. McClatchy Youth and Family Resource Center’s Multi-Resource Team 
sponsored a freshman class rally to encourage students to be more responsible and 
reduce behavior referral and suspensions among their class.  Four seniors engaged 
the group with stories of their negative freshman year experiences, and how they 
lifted themselves up during their junior year, to become leaders as seniors. The rally 
was very successful. 

 


