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Individualized Education Plan

Information Item Only

Approval on Consent Agenda

Conference (for discussion only)

Conference/First Reading (Action Anticipated: )
Conference/Action

Action

Public Hearing

XA

Division: Legal Services and Academic Office

Recommendation: Approve revisions to Board Policy 6159

Background/Rationale: In accordance with the California Department of Education
(CDE) Significant Disproportionality Comprehensive Coordinated Early Intervening
Services (CCEIS) four-phase Programmatic Improvement Process, SCUSD is
conducting a review and, if appropriate, revisions of the policies, practices, and
procedures used in identification, placement in particular education settings, and
disciplinary actions. SCUSD is reviewing special education related board policies as a
part of our CCEIS plan. The goal is to review and revise policies, practices, and
procedures which may be contributing to our significant disproportionality.

The CCEIS Stakeholder team will be reviewing Special Education board policies
throughout the fall and winter. The team will transition to reviewing and revising
Administrative Regulations in the Spring.

Documents Attached:
1. Executive Summary
2. Draft — BP 6159

Estimated Time of Presentation: 5 minutes

Submitted by: Geovanni Linares, Director SELPA
Approved by: Raoul Bozio, In-House Counsel
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I. Overview/History of Department or Program

The Sacramento City Unified School District is required to adopt and implement a board policy
on the education of students with disabilities. Board Policy 6159 (Individualized Education Plan)
is meant to serve as a frame for the education of students with disabilities received special
education services.

As a part of the District’s efforts to address and eliminate disproportionality, the Comprehensive
Coordinated Early Intervening Services (CCEIS) Plan adopted in September of 2021, identifies that
the CCEIS team will review, and if needed, revise policies, practices, and procedures that may
contribute to the District’s Significant Disproportionality.

The current version of BP 6159 was originally adopted in November of 1998 and last revised in
April of 2002. With a number of significant changes in special education laws, regulations, and
practices over the last 19 years, a revision of this policy is needed.

The revisions to this policy have been reviewed by our CCEIS team as well as our legal partners.

Il. Driving Governance:
Pursuant to California Education Code 56345:

(@) The individualized education program is a written statement for each individual with
exceptional needs that is developed, reviewed, and revised in accordance with this section, as
required by Section 1414(d) of Title 20 of the United States Cod , and that includes the
following:

(1) A statement of the individual's present levels of academic achievement and functional
performance, including the following:

(A) The manner in which the disability of the individual affects his or her involvement and
progress in the general education curriculum.

(B) For preschool children, as appropriate, the manner in which the disability affects his or her
participation in appropriate activities.

(C) For individuals with exceptional needs who take alternate assessments aligned to alternate
achievement standards, a description of benchmarks or short-term objectives.

(2) A statement of measurable annual goals, including academic and functional goals, designed
to do the following:
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(A) Meet the needs of the individual that result from the disability of the individual to enable
the pupil to be involved in and make progress in the general education curriculum.

(B) Meet each of the other educational needs of the pupil that result from the disability of the
individual.

(3) A description of the manner in which the progress of the pupil toward meeting the annual
goals described in paragraph (2) will be measured and when periodic reports on the progress
the pupil is making toward meeting the annual goals, such as through the use of quarterly or
other periodic reports, concurrent with the issuance of report cards, will be provided.

(4) A statement of the special education and related services and supplementary aids and
services, based on peer-reviewed research to the extent practicable, to be provided to the
pupil, or on behalf of the pupil, and a statement of the program modifications or supports for
school personnel that will be provided to enable the pupil to do the following:

(A) To advance appropriately toward attaining the annual goals.

(B) To be involved in and make progress in the general education curriculum in accordance
with paragraph (1) and to participate in extracurricular and other nonacademic activities.

(C) To be educated and participate with other individuals with exceptional needs and
nondisabled pupils in the activities described in this subdivision.

(5) An explanation of the extent, if any, to which the pupil will not participate with nondisabled
pupils in the regular class and in the activities described in subparagraph (C) of paragraph (4).

(6)(A) A statement of individual appropriate accommodations that are necessary to measure
the academic achievement and functional performance of the pupil on state and districtwide
assessments consistent with Section 1412(a)(16)(A) of Title 20 of the United States Code .

(B) If the individualized education program team determines that the pupil shall take an
alternate assessment instead of a particular state or districtwide assessment of pupil
achievement, a statement of the following:

(i) The reason why the pupil cannot participate in the regular assessment.

(ii) The reason why the particular alternate assessment selected is appropriate for the pupil.
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(7) The projected date for the beginning of the services and modifications described in
paragraph (4), and the anticipated frequency, location, and duration of those services and
modifications.

(8) Beginning not later than the first individualized education program to be in effect when the
pupil is 16 years of age, or younger if determined appropriate by the individualized education
program team, and updated annually thereafter, the following shall be included:

(A) Appropriate measurable postsecondary goals based upon age-appropriate transition
assessments related to training, education, employment, and where appropriate, independent
living skills.

(B) The transition services, as defined in Section 56345.1, including courses of study, needed to
assist the pupil in reaching those goals.

lll. Budget:

The proposed revision to this board policy is intended to provide a frame for the development,
implementation, and updates of IEPs for students with disabilities receiving special education
services.

IV. Goals, Objectives and Measures:
The goal for the District is to update an integral board policy for the equitable education of
students with disabilities.

V. Major Initiatives:
This IEP board policy is critical for implementation of evidence- based and legally compliant
supports and services for students with disabilities.

VI. Results:
Adopt Board Policy 6159. Support CCEIS plan to review & revise policies, practices, and

procedures that may contribute to our significant disproportionality

VII. Lessons Learned/Next Steps:
Adoption of Board Policy 6159. Information and guidance will be provided as necessary.
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Policy 6159: Individualized Education Program Status: ADOPTED

Original Adopted Date: 11/16/1998 | Last Revised Date: 04/15/2002

Students with disabilities shall be placed in the least restrictive environment which enables the student to make
appropriate progress based on students assessed needsmeets-their-needs. The Governing Board provides a full
continuum of supports and servicesrange-ef-educational-alternatives to facilitate this placement se-that and provide
these students with disabilities may with access to the general education curriculum and the opportunity to be
educated and to interact with students without disabilities in an understanding, cooperative and mutually respectful
environment. Students with disabilities shall only be placed outside of the regular classroom only when the
student's specific needs cannot be met in that setting.

Upon the identification of a student's disabilities, the Superintendent or designee shall appoint an individualized
education program (IEP) team, which shall include the students parent(s)/guardians(s). This team shall consider the
student's needs, determine the content of his/her IEP and make placement decisions based on their assessed needs.
Students and parent(s)/guardian(s) shall have the right to meaningful participationparticipate as full members of the
IEP team, including in the development of the IEP.

The IEP team shall consider all the factors specified in law and administrative regulations, as well as the academic
edueational and nonacademic benefits of placing the student in a generalregutar class and shall determine what
support services would be needed in order to maintain this placement. All placement decisions should promote
maximum social interaction between students with disabilities and their nondisabled peers, in a manner that is
appropriate to the needs of each.

Each IEP developed WI|| enable the student to be involved in and make progress in the qeneral educatlon
curriculum sha A
Students with disabilities should also receive mstructlon which fosters their mdependence and integration into the
community.

(cf. 6143 - Courses of Study)

Students and parents/guardians shall have the right to approve the student's placement in a special education
program, and written parental consent shall be obtained before any such placement is made unless a due process
hearing officer authorizes the placement. Once an IEP team has determined an appropriate placement with the
parent/guardian’s_input and approval, that placement remains in effect unless the parties agree otherwise or a due
process hearing officer so orders. The IEP, including placement shall be reviewed and revised as appropriate
periodica;ly, but no less than annually.

A special education or regular education teacher, or the student’s parent(s)/ guardian(s) may request a review of the
classroom assignment of an individual with disabilities in accordance with procedures set forth in administrative
regulations.

(cf. 0430 - Comprehensive Local Plan for Special Education)

(cf. 1312.3 - Uniform Complaint Procedures)

(cf. 3541.2 - Transportation for Students with Disabilities)

(cf. 4112.23 - Special Education Staff)

(cf. 5144.2 - Suspension and Expulsion/Due Process (Students with Disabilities))

(cf. 6146.4 - Differential Graduation and Competency Standards for Individuals with Exceptional Needs)

(cf. 6159.1 - Procedural Safeguards and Complaints for Special Education)



(cf. 6159.2 - Nonpublic Nonsectarian School and Agency Services for Special Education)
(cf. 6159.3 - Appointment of Surrogate Parent for Special Education Students)

(cf. 6164.4 - Identification of Individuals for Special Education)
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