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Linked Learning Grant Announced at Health Professions Event 
 

At a press conference held Monday at Health Professions High School, State Senate pro Tem 
Darrell Steinberg announced the availability of a $250 million grant designed to help schools 
advance Linked Learning programs. 
 
The Career Pathways Trust (CPT) is a $250 million appropriation in the 2013-14 Budget Act 
that funds competitive grants for high schools, community colleges and their business 
partners to create career pathways in high-need and high-growth economic sectors. Grants 
will be available over a three-year period, and may be spent by grantees through 2018. “We 
remediate for failure (in schools), and that’s a good and important thing,” Steinberg told 
reporters and others. “But we need to be turning young people onto careers.” 
 
Others speakers at the press conference included Superintendent Raymond, Christopher 
Cabaldon of the Linked Learning Alliance, Elk Grove Unified Superintendent Dr. Steven Ladd, 
Health Professions Associated Student Body President Paloma Figueroa, Folsom-Cordova 
Unified School District Superintendent Deborah Bettencourt and Darryl Jenkins of 100 Black 
Men of Sacramento. Steinberg said students want to know why they are learning in addition 
to what. “We see it in the eyes of students. When you show young people the relationship 
between a boring subject they are required to learn and how it might benefit them they 
light up.” 
 

‘ELD Trailblazers’ 
 

On Wednesday, a cadre of teacher leaders from across the district met for a second day to 
continue the work of consensus building and professional learning around the new 
California English Language Development (ELD) Standards. These “ELD Trailblazers” spent 
time analyzing the language demands associated with engaging in the Common Core State 
Standards.  In fact, they examined the same standards and instructional moves used in the 
district’s Common Core ELA professional development, but with an emphasis on language 
teaching and learning. Additionally, the teacher leaders spent time planning instruction for 
the classroom with the intention of bringing back student work to inform the ongoing 
process of inquiry around the new ELD Standards. 
 



Get Schooled Campaign 
 

SCUSD’s Youth Development Support Services and the Student Hearing and Attendance 
Office are participating in the “Get Schooled” campaign, a national initiative founded on the 
belief that students themselves have the power to improve their futures if given the right 
information and motivation. In partnership with the Taco Bell Foundation for Teens, Get 
Schooled created the “Grad 4 Más Attendance Challenge” aimed at helping schools improve 
attendance, reduce drop-outs and encourage students to go to college. 
 
Ten schools accepted the challenge and are working hard to improve attendance by 
competing with each other on an internet leaderboard. This competition began on October 
7 and will end on December 13. Students at participating schools are encouraged to log into 
www.getschooled.com where they can engage in challenges and earn up to 500 points for 
their schools and unlimited points for themselves. Students have access to technology so 
they can participate fully before, during and after school. Schools compete locally for a first 
place prize of $5,000 and a second place prize of $1,000. Schools can also compete 
nationally for a celebrity to be principal for a day at their school.  
 
To raise awareness and kick-off the challenge, SCUSD staff and local radio station Hot 103.5 
FM are touring all 10 schools with a lunch rally. During the rally, students sign up at an iPad 
station as well as visit booths with information about Alcohol, Tobacco, and Other Drugs 
(ATOD) and bullying prevention.   
 
The SCUSD 2013 Get Schooled Lunch Rally tour included: 

 Sam Brannan Middle School 10/15/13 

 CK McClatchy High School 10/17/13 

 Will C. Wood Middle School  10/21/13 

 Hiram Johnson High School 10/22/13 

 Kit Carson Middle School  10/23/13 

 Rosemont High School 10/25/13 

 Health Professions High School 10/28/13 

 Albert Einstein Middle School 10/29/13  

 American Legion High School 10/30/13 

 John F. Kennedy High School 10/31/13 

OOppeerraattiioonnss  

 

SCUSD Presents at Council of Great City Schools Conference 
 

Several SCUSD administrators, California Middle School teacher Jennifer Ellerman, 
Parent/Teacher Home Visit Project Director Lisa Levasseur and Board of Education Member 
Christina Pritchett attended the Council of Great City Schools annual conference in 
Albuquerque this week. The group made four presentations at the conference: Urban 

http://www.getschooled.com/


TurnAround Model That Works!; An Inquiry-based Methodology for Increasing English 
Learners’ Attainment of the Common Core State Standards; Inclusive Practices + Common 
Core + SEL = Better Learning Through Integration; and Sacramento’s Priority Schools: 
Increasing Achievement and Attendance by Partnering with Parents. 
 

Fish Team Resurrected at Serna 
 

In 2000, SCUSD adopted the Fish! Philosophy and customer service model to build more 
connected teams, better communication, extraordinary service and higher employee 
retention. After a few years of hibernation, the Fish Team was resurrected this week. Sandy 
Kiser-Stodden (Payroll) and Karla Faucett (Professional Development) are co-chairs of the 
Fish Team. The Mission of the Serna Center Fish Team is: "To build a sense of commitment 
to customer service that promotes professionalism and positive interaction in our work 
environment, our schools and our community." Serna Center employees can submit 
“Starfish” nominations to the Fish Team for employees they believe are providing great 
customer service. Each month, one or more employees are recognized as "Starfish” by the 
Fish Team. 
 
The Fish Team also provides team-building opportunities throughout the year. On Thursday 
– Halloween – the team sponsored “trick or treating” in the Community Rooms. Many 
employees participated wearing a wide array of costumes. Next scheduled activities include 
a “soup and bread” event on November 15 and a Great Cookie Exchange on December 19. 
 
Our first Starfish Employee of the Month for November is Jerry Uhl from the Accountability 
Office. He is a perfect example of what a Starfish represents. Mr. Uhl is professional, 
courteous and respectful to staff, students, parents and our community. Congratulations! 
 

CCoommmmuunniittyy  EEnnggaaggeemmeenntt  

 

SEL Community Forum 
 

SCUSD and the Sacramento Council of PTAs hosted a Social-Emotional Learning (SEL) forum 
at Health Professions High School on Tuesday. About 60 people attended the event and 
most had positive comments on the presentation. The agenda included an SEL overview by 
representatives from the Collaborative for Academic, Social and Emotional Learning (CASEL) 
and explanations of SEL work among the four original SCUSD pilot schools by principals Lori 
Aoun (Sutterville), Elizabeth Vigil (California) and Billy Aydlett (Leataata Floyd) and Assistant 
Principal Jim Hayes (C.K. McClatchy). This year, an additional 16 schools were added to the 
pilot program. 
 
SCUSD is one of eight school districts in the country working with CASEL to make schools 
healthier and safer places for students to learn through SEL. The work is funded by a grant 
from the NoVo Foundation. Social-Emotional Learning involves campus-wide and classroom 
practices that help students acquire life skills necessary for success in school and beyond. 



Research shows that students who acquire five key competencies – self-management, 
responsible decision-making, self-awareness, relationship skills and social awareness – are 
more successful in school and in life. Social-Emotional Learning is one of the nationwide 
initiatives supported by the George Lucas Education Foundation.  
 

Parent Information Exchange (PIE) 
 

The School, Family and Community Partnerships Office, Parent Engagement and Training 
Department, held the first Parent Information Exchange (PIE) luncheon of the 2013-14 
school year on Monday. More than 60 parents, community partners and SCUSD staff 
attended to network, share resources and listen to presentations by various SCUSD parent 
advisory groups. Tu Moua Carroz, Interim Director of School, Family and Community 
Partnerships welcomed participants and spoke of their joint commitment to our students 
and families. 
 
The Parent information Exchange is sponsored by SMUD and Schools Financial Credit Union. 
The next luncheon meeting will take place on Monday, November 18, from 11:30 a.m. – 
12:45 p.m. The topic will be district and community support for needy families. To reserve a 
space at the luncheon, call (916) 643-7924. 
 

‘Got Milk?’ Breakfast Challenge 
 
SCUSD’s five comprehensive high schools have participated annually in the “Got Milk? 
Breakfast Challenge” since 2010. High school students engage in friendly competition 
against each other and the school with the greatest percent increase in students 
participating in the breakfast program during the contest wins $3,000. This year John F. 
Kennedy increased breakfast consumption by a whopping 80 percent. Students typically 
continue eating breakfast at school when the contest is over. The schools have experienced 
an increase in breakfast (and milk) consumption throughout the year. This is great news 
considering the impact a good breakfast has on increased attention span, better test scores 
and improved classroom behavior. 


