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TTeeaacchhiinngg  aanndd  LLeeaarrnniinngg        
 

English Language Arts Common Core Professional Learning 
 

This week, teams of teacher leaders from each school in the district attended their second 
ELA Common Core Professional Learning sessions designed to prepare teachers for 
implementation of the new Common Core State Standards. The elementary school sessions 
focused on strategies to engage students in closely reading literary texts and included the 
integration of the arts and physical movement, to support deeper comprehension of texts.  
 
At the secondary level, teachers selected from a menu of sessions which included 
integrating technology, expanding academic vocabulary and supporting English Learners 
with reading complex texts in science and social science. All teachers examined student 
work samples as a practice for assessing student learning and progress towards meeting the 
standards. At the end of the day, teachers met as school site teams to discuss: Embedding 
the new learning into their instructional planning; and approaches for taking the learning 
back to their colleagues at their school sites. Through this work, SCUSD continues to work 
on ensuring Pillar I of Strategic Plan 2010-14: Career and College Ready Students. 
 

Chronic Absence Research Project 
 

SCUSD recently launched a new phase of research to combat chronic student absence, 
which is defined as missing 10 percent or more of school days for any reason. The research 
project will focus on better understanding the reasons students in our district are 
chronically absent, with the goal of identifying trends. 
 
Although the problem of chronic student absence is well documented, little research is 
available on why students are chronically absent. While these reasons will be numerous 
and varied, the district may be able to address issues that affect segments of the student 
population by better understanding patterns and trends. 
 
The project will collect data in several different ways and from several different sources, 
including students, families and school staff. The research is being conducted by SCUSD’s 
Integrated Support Services Department in partnership with the UC Davis Center for 
Regional Change, CommunityLink, City Year, the Parent Teacher Home Visit Project, 
AttendanceWorks and the district’s attendance office.   



 

FFaacciilliittiieess  aanndd  OOppeerraattiioonnss  

 

Twin Rivers Territory to Sacramento City USD (McKinley Village) 
 

The Sacramento County Committee on School District Organization on December 17 
approved the joint petition of Twin Rivers Unified School District and SCUSD to transfer 
approximately 48 acres of uninhabited territory to the district.   
 
Only one public member participated and spoke in favor of the transfer at the December 17 

hearing. The committee approved the resolution transferring the uninhabited territory by a 
vote of 6 to 1. There is a 30-day notice of appeal period to challenge this resolution to the 
California Department of Education. No appeal is expected.   
 
A concurrent resolution was approved to authorize an exemption from CEQA, the California 
Environmental Quality Act.  A notice of exemption will be filed with the Sacramento County 
Clerk to require any challenge, on CEQA grounds, to be made within 35 days. No such 
challenge is expected.   
 
The next steps are: 

1. SCOE sends the committee’s resolution authorizing the transfer of territory to 
the Sacramento County Board of Supervisors; 

2. The Board of Supervisors approves the transfer (Ed Code 35765); and 
3. The transfer becomes effective on July 1, 2014 (Ed Code 35534).   

 

Results of Williams Site Reviews 
 

County superintendents annually inspect Williams schools — those schools in the bottom 
one-third of the Academic Performance Index (API).  During these inspections, the county 
superintendent determines:  

1. If there are sufficient textbooks for all students; 
2. Whether the facilities are in good repair or if there are any emergency repairs 

needed; and 
3. If the data reported to the parents and the community on the School 

Accountability Report Card (SARC) is accurate. 
 

There are specific remedies and procedures that must be followed in the event that any 
problems are discovered during these inspections.  The county superintendent works 
closely with the school district to develop a plan to remedy any insufficiencies in textbooks 
and the state has provided an Emergency Repairs Grant Program to assist schools in 
meeting any emergency repair needs. 
 
Between September 12 and September 24, staff from the Sacramento County Office of 
Education conducted facility inspections at 27 SCUSD schools that have been designated as 
Williams schools. Eighteen schools were rated “exemplary” and nine were rated “good.” 



Details of the inspections can be found on the Sacramento County Office of Education 
website (http://scoe.net/williams/reviews/index.html).   
 

CCoommmmuunniittyy  EEnnggaaggeemmeenntt  

 

Guide to Success 
 

The second Community Planning Process for the Guide to Success is complete and we are in 
the data collection process. More than 1,200 people have provided comprehensive and 
specific feedback on the tool to date. Staff is moving forward with presenting to school 
PTOs and surveying site staff. 
 

In addition, SCUSD is developing a Choice Calculator for families that will be the first of its 
kind in the country. Families will be able to select and rank their priorities for education 
(afterschool programs, uniforms, extracurricular activities, results, etc.) and a list of schools 
will populate a results box that matches their priorities. Staff is looking into offering this tool 
in multiple languages, and will ensure that district departments and school sites have the 
necessary training to best help families and students utilize this tool.  
 

http://scoe.net/williams/reviews/index.html

