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TTeeaacchhiinngg  aanndd  LLeeaarrnniinngg      

 

SEL/Common Core Cross Training 
 

Academic Office training specialists, department heads and community partners met today 
at the Serna Center for an all-day professional learning session on the Common Core State 
Standards and Social-Emotional Learning. The workshop was facilitated by Hector 
Montenegro and Susan Keister of the Collaborative for Academic, Social and Emotional 
Learning (CASEL) with Assistant Superintendent Iris Taylor and Chief Academic Officer 
Olivine Roberts. 
 
During the day, participants learned to define SEL and gained ideas for helping students and 
adults acquire the five SEL competencies (self-management, self-awareness, responsible 
decision-making, relationship skills and social awareness). They also discussed how teachers 
in a classroom that is rich in SEL strategies, culture and climate would be more ready and 
capable to tackle the challenge of shifting instruction to meet the demands of the Common 
Core. 

 
Restorative Justice Collaborative 
 

The Restorative Justice Collaboration, a broad-based coalition of SCUSD stakeholders, met 
Wednesday at the Serna Center. The meeting was aimed at: Eliciting participant views on 
the current policies and practices associated with disciplinary challenges in SCUSD, 
especially students whose voices are often missing from our deliberations; and listening for 
themes which could inform ideas and suggestions for policy proposals that will inform the 
Restorative Justice Collaboration’s efforts. 
 
Approximately 40 students, parents, teachers, principals, community leaders and district 
personnel participated in the dialogue, many sharing their personal experiences of the 
district’s disciplinary practices.   
 
Points raised included the need for building stronger relationships and support systems for 
students and the need to provide strategies/tools for teachers and principals to address the 
needs of students. Social-Emotional Learning (SEL) was repeated frequently as a potential 
tool to pre-empt behavioral issues and as a support mechanism to help adults build positive 
relationships with students. As a next step, participants were asked to continue to share 



their thoughts and to indicate if they want to continue participating in the Restorative 
Justice conversations to draft an appropriate policy. 
 

OOppeerraattiioonnss  

 

School Closure Lawsuit Dismissed 
 

The group that sued SCUSD over the closure of seven chronically under-enrolled schools 
voluntarily agreed this week to dismiss their complaint against the district. The dismissal 
follows a ruling by U.S. District Court Judge Kimberly J. Mueller in June to deny the group’s 
request for an injunction that would have blocked closures.  
 

7-11 Committee Meeting 
 

The SCUSD 7-11 Committee met on Tuesday to begin the process of developing a 
recommendation to the Board of Education on the disposition of the seven school sites 
closed earlier in the year. The chair of the committee is Anna Molander; the vice-chair is 
Michael Minnick. Committee members were very receptive to the process and committed 
to openness and transparency moving forward. 
 
The committee will hold public hearings at all seven sites to solicit input from community 
members and individuals/organizations that may have an interest in the facility. The 
proposed schedule of meetings, site visits and public hearings are posted on the district’s 
website (http://www.scusd.edu/7-11-committee) and visitations begin October 7.  Public 
notices will be posted as required by Ed Code. 
 
There is an e-mail address posted on the 7-11 Committee page where any interested party 
may pose a question, make a recommendation, ask for clarification, etc.  The address is 7-
11@scusd.edu. These e-mails will be shared with committee members at each meeting for 
their consideration. 
 
All documents shared with the committee are posted on the website for public viewing. 
 
The goal is to have a recommendation to the Board of Education for its January 9, 2014 
meeting. 
 

CCoommmmuunniittyy  EEnnggaaggeemmeenntt  

 
Public Education Volunteer Training 
 
Efforts to inform and engage stakeholders and the community on SCUSD’s Guide to Success 
accountability framework began this week with trainings for Public Education Volunteers 
(PEV). Nine PEV training sessions involving 50 volunteers will have been completed by 6:30 
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p.m. tonight. PEVs include parents, students, teachers, staff, community partners and 
community members. The volunteers were charged with having a conversation with 10 
members in their network about the GTS and recording feedback online. This work is to be 
completed by October 2. 
 
In addition, a GTS Community Engagement Survey was posted on the district’s website this 
week. It can be accessed at: www.scusd.edu/GTS. 
 
The training has been very well received.  Volunteers have been most enthusiastic about 
the community planning process that the district is using to build momentum and gather 
feedback.  

 
School Site Council Training 
 

Parents, teachers, students and school site administrators attended the two initial School 
Site Council trainings held on Wednesday night at C.K. McClatchy and Luther Burbank High 
Schools. The information was presented by a team of staff from Accountability, 
Performance Management, Academic Office, State and Federal Programs, Multi-Lingual 
Literacy and Parent Engagement. 
 
This year’s School Site Council presentation was updated to include information on the 
NCLB Waiver, including descriptions of the waiver’s three principles and information on the 
interventions that will be available for CORE Priority and CORE Focus schools.  
 
There is one more opportunity for School Site Council training at 6 p.m. on October 8 at 
Rosemont High School. All schools are encouraged to send at least one member to these 
trainings before School Development and Improvement Plans (SDIPs) are due next month. 
Free childcare and interpretation services are provided. 
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