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TTeeaacchhiinngg  aanndd  LLeeaarrnniinngg      

 

Benchmark Assessments, AB 484 
 

Under California’s Common Core State Standards timeline, all districts will fully implement 
the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) in the 2014-15 school year, when students will be 
tested using the CCSS-aligned Smarter Balanced Assessments. As such, SCUSD is working 
very hard to shift instruction and curriculum to meet the rigorous demands of the CCSS.  
 
However, the current benchmark assessment program is aligned to the outgoing California 
State Standards. Administering, scoring and analyzing benchmark tests tied to standards 
that are being phased out is not the most productive use of instructional and learning time. 
 
Therefore, in consultation with the Area Assistant Superintendent, the Academic Office and 
the Accountability Office, SCUSD is joining other large districts in California and rethinking 
benchmark testing this year to give teachers more time to collaborate and continue the 
CCSS work already underway. 
 
Principals will work with Area Assistant Superintendents to determine whether benchmark 
testing is an option for their community of teachers and learners.  
 
In addition, SCUSD is exploring updating current benchmarks to include Smarter Balanced-
aligned questions for grades 3 through 8 in both English Language Arts and mathematics.  
 
On a related subject, SCUSD is closely monitoring the progress of AB 484, a bill that would 
suspend most STAR testing this spring to allow students to participate in field testing of 
assessments aligned to CCSS. AB 484 was passed by the Legislature and now awaits 
Governor Brown’s signature. The federal government and the CORE No Child Left Behind 
waiver require that every child is tested. This would not be the case under AB 484, which 
would suspend STAR testing altogether and allow districts to opt into CCSS field testing of 
some students (i.e. certain grade levels, certain subject matters or a certain percentage of 
the student population). Because the field testing would be optional, US Department of 
Education Secretary Arne Duncan has threatened to withhold federal funds to California if 
AB 484 is signed into law. 
 



As of now, it’s unclear whether the state would provide money to districts for field testing 
of ALL students on the new CCSS standards. Either way, SCUSD will now accelerate our 
preparation for Smarter Balanced testing and prepare for the likelihood of piloting those 
tests district-wide this school year. Ultimately, taking full advantage of the pilot year for 
Smarter Balanced Assessments will help our students, teachers, staff and parents to 
understand this tremendous shift we are making in preparing students for college and 
career. 
 
A full detailed timeline for Smarter Balanced Assessments implementation is forthcoming. 
 

Summer Learning Presentation 
 

At Thursday’s Board of Education meeting, Youth Development Support Services staff 
presented information about SCUSD’s Summer Learning program for 2013-14. Here is the 
link to the presentation: http://prezi.com/h8zkn4hoiopw/2013-summer-overview-board-
prezi/?utm_campaign=share&utm_medium=copy 
 

OOppeerraattiioonnss  

 

Fruitridge Road Traffic Signal 
 

SCUSD and City of Sacramento officials announced on Wednesday a joining of forces to 
install a traffic signal at a Fruitridge Road crossing where a West Campus High School 
student lost her life 20 months ago. Michelle Murigi, 16, was hit by a car in the crosswalk at 
58th Street at Fruitridge Road on January 19, 2012, and died from her injuries. Subsequent 
to her death, five of Michelle's friends and classmates started a petition to demand a traffic 
signal at the intersection (www.facebook.com/58thAndFruitridge). 
 
On Wednesday, SCUSD Superintendent Jonathan Raymond, Board of Education President 
Jeff Cuneo and Sacramento City Councilman Kevin McCarty announced that the school 
district and city have formed a partnership to fund and install the signal. The project will 
take several months to complete. 
 

CCoommmmuunniittyy  EEnnggaaggeemmeenntt  

 

Family Teacher Academic Teams at Oak Ridge 
 

Oak Ridge Elementary School’s first school-wide Academic Parent Teacher Team Meetings 
were held this week. To alert parents and guardians to the opportunity to help their 
students learn at home, staff sent out Connect-Ed messages, created posters, put stickers 
on kids’ shirts, made reminder phone calls and had “sign shakers” in front of the school. 
Parents also learned about the evening when their teachers personally invited them to 
attend during home visits completed over the summer. 

http://prezi.com/h8zkn4hoiopw/2013-summer-overview-board-prezi/?utm_campaign=share&utm_medium=copy
http://prezi.com/h8zkn4hoiopw/2013-summer-overview-board-prezi/?utm_campaign=share&utm_medium=copy
http://www.facebook.com/58thAndFruitridge


 
Based upon great success last year, the staff decided to extend the program beyond the two 
grade level pilot. Parents came to learn about foundational skills for their child’s grade, set 
academic goals and learn about activities to help students meet these goals. Parents who 
participated last year shared successes, challenges and ideas for next steps in the 
partnership. Parents also enjoyed forming networks with other families during the evening. 
 


