
Sacramento City 
Unified School District 

Green School
A green school is defined 
as a school that creates a 

healthy environment that is 
conducive to learning while 

saving energy, resources,  
and money.

SuStainability
Sustainability was defined by 
the Brundtland Commission 
of the United Nations in 1987 
as meeting the needs of the 

present without compromising 
the ability of future generations 

to meet their own needs.

SuStainable  
School DiStrictS
Sustainable school districts 

implement district-level 
operations and education 

initiatives that strive to balance 
environmental stewardship,  

social well-being and  
economic prosperity.  
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2012 Sustainability Report
The Sacramento City Unified School District (SCUSD) has made green policies and practices a  
priority for how it educates students and conducts business at all levels. SCUSD employees have  
been working for years to lower costs, while continuing to provide a high-quality education and 
reduce environmental impacts. Sustainable philosophies are woven throughout the district’s  
2010-2014 Strategic Plan — a plan that showcases a commitment to improving learning environments 
for students, while reducing utility costs and improving the community. 

In 2011, SCUSD was chosen 
to host a Center for Green 
Schools UTC Fellow from the 
U.S. Green Building Council. 
The Fellowship Program 
supports the district’s efforts 
to develop and implement 
sustainability programs by 
funding, hiring and training  
a district staff member  
whose sole responsibility is  
to assist the district with  
green initiatives.  

SCUSD’s Green Schools Fellow 
formed and worked with a 
District Green Team to produce 
a report that showcases its 
sustainability programs and outlines results. The district will use the report to benchmark its success and 
guide future programming. The report can also be used by other school districts from across the U.S. to 
clarify and support their sustainability efforts. 

The green programs featured in this report 
are organized under three categories: 
resource conservation, health and wellness 
and student learning. Key to success of any 
district-wide initiative is a dedicated staff 
and an engaged community. To that end, 
the report acknowledges the commitment 
of the many individuals and organizations 
that have made SCUSD’s success possible. 
It concludes with looking ahead, outlining 
efforts to build on current programs and 
plans to establish new projects to further 
the district’s sustainability goals. 

District Green Team
The District Green Team 
consists of SCUSD 
representatives from all 
district departments who help 
connect district sustainability 
activities to the current 
strategic plan, generate 
specific goals for departments to encourage greening SCUSD 
and provide support to school-based Green Teams.

Sacramento City Unified  
School District (SCUSD)

2011-2012 SChool YeAr

SCUSD is the twelfth largest school district in California, serving 
47,897 students at 79 K-12 schools, eight independent charter 
schools and three adult education centers. 

The district employs over 4,345 full-time employees in one of the 
nation’s most diverse cities — a community that is 36 percent 
Hispanic/Latino, 18 percent Asian, 16 percent African American 
and 19 percent White. Students speak more than 40 different 
languages; and, for 38 percent of the students in the district, 
English is not the language used at home. 

Sacramento City 
Unified School District 

Over the past two years, Sacramento City Unified School District has established 

itself as a leader in the green school revolution. Our schools are healthier and  

more sustainable learning environments for students due to the vision of our  

Board of Education and the hard work of countless employees, parents, students 

and community partners.

The centerpiece of this work is Project Green. Project Green is a hands-on, green 

learning experience for students, parents, staff and community partners centered 

on teaching children to think critically, solve real-world problems and become eco-

leaders. School “Green Teams” conduct energy and sustainability audits of their 

campuses, research improvements and create presentations and reports that are 

screened by working professionals in various fields. The schools are then rewarded 

with bond funding for winning projects. At Project Green presentation and award 

ceremonies, it has been my pleasure to witness the passion and energy of our 

students as they engage in this authentic learning activity.

Project Green is led by our Center for Green Schools Fellow Farah McDill.  

SCUSD was the first district on the West Coast to be awarded a fellow by the 

U.S. Green Building Council. I am extremely proud of the work Ms. McDill has 

accomplished during her tenure and look forward to more innovations as we 

progress on our journey.

Please enjoy this first annual District Benchmarking Sustainability Report. It 

provides insight and details about the depth of our work and the creativity of  

our staff as they engaged our entire community in this work. 

Letter from the 
Superintendent 

Sincerely,

Jonathan P. Raymond 
Superintendent
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Prior to AUgUSt  
2009

Independent schools started  
grass roots efforts toward  

resource conservation.

The district created positions and 
hired personnel to oversee energy 

and water consumption.

Individuals across the district made 
changes toward conservation.

FeBrUArY 
2011 

School Board 
allocated  

$5 million of 
redevelopment 

funds to 
implement 
student-

recommended 
green projects. 

APril  
2011 

The SCUSD apple logo was  
changed from red to green.

Superintendent Raymond 
announces Project Green, 
an initiative to integrate 
SCUSD’s sustainability 

programming with 
project-based learning 

opportunities for students 
throughout the district.

JUNe
2011 

Center for 
Green Schools 

UTC Fellow, 
Farah McDill, 
is hired and 

begins work at 
SCUSD.

AUgUSt  
2009

The Grimes/
Kennedy Green 

and Grid-
Neutral Model 
Schools Policy 

Initiative (Board 
Policy 3511)  

was adopted. 

MArCh  
2010

 Healthy Foods 
Task Force  

charter signed; 
school lunches 
and cafeteria 
cultures begin  
to transform.

SePteMBer 
2010 

Superintendent 
Raymond 

attended the 
Greening 
America’s 

Schools Summit 
in Sundance, UT, 

with Mayor  
Kevin Johnson. 

JANUArY  
2011

SCUSD selected 
to host a  

Center for 
Green Schools 
UTC Fellow for  

three years.

JANUArY 
2012

District 
completed 

its first 
green school 
renovation,  
The MET  

High School.

JUNe 
2012

District awards 
15 schools over 

$5 million in 
redevelopment 
funds through 

its Project  
Green initiative. 

Executive 
Summary

The Center for Green Schools UTC Fellow has worked with 54 schools to 

begin the implementation of a green project or program. More information 

about each school’s participation can be found in the Appendix. Additional 

accomplishments at the district level include: 

Resource Conservation
SCUSD began tracking utility usage in 2008, and since that baseline year, the district has saved:

• 16,078,059 kWhs (kilowatt hours) of electricity, resulting in $1,144,620 of avoided costs.

• 299,545 therms of gas, resulting in $1,685,094 of avoided costs.

Through the Sacramento Municipal Utility District (SMUD) Commercial Lighting Retrofit Project,  
the district is saving over 996,000 kWhs per year, or $129,000 in annual costs.

Sixty-two district sites have advanced Energy Monitoring Control Systems that allow for greater 
control of HVAC systems.

Energy audits were conducted by an outside organization at 29 district schools.

Three green building projects at five sites have been completed: The MET High School, Luther 
Burbank Sports Complex, and six portable classrooms on three sites.

The Transportation Services department installed particulate traps and filters on 29 qualified buses. 
The traps reduced particulate matter from emissions by 85 percent, helping to improve air quality 
around the schools.

Since contracting with Atlas Disposal in 2010, the district has saved almost $140,000 through  
on-going waste audits.

Health and Wellness
Salad bars were placed at every school, making this healthy lunch choice available to all SCUSD 
students and faculty.  

The majority of seasonal produce purchased by SCUSD’s Nutrition Services department are grown  
or produced within 200 miles of the district which supports local Farm to School efforts.

School gardens are actively maintained at 36 of the 90 district schools.  

The Operations department implemented green cleaning policies and practices, including the  
use of Green Seal Certified products whenever possible.

Student Learning
Green Teams are actively working to make an impact at 15 school sites.

SCUSD launched Project Green in 2011 to integrate SCUSD’s sustainability initiatives with project-
based learning opportunities for students throughout the district.  

Fifteen SCUSD schools were awarded a total of $5 million in building funds for green school projects 
through the Project Green initiative. 

SCUSD schools participated in the inaugural Center for Green Schools’ Green Apple Day of Service.

Sacramento City Unified School District 
Sustainability Timeline

SePteMBer  
2011

District 
completed 

its first green 
project, the 

Luther Burbank 
Sports Complex.

oCtoBer  
2011

The District 
Green Team 
hosts its first 

meeting.
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Resource 
Conservation

Resource conservation is a critical component of any school district’s 

sustainability planning. SCUSD has implemented a number of programs to 

lower energy use, conserve water, decrease fuel consumption and lessen 

waste. It has also completed green building projects at five sites. These 

efforts not only reduce the impact on the environment, they translate  

into real cost savings for the district.  

Energy data from 2008-2012

Energy
In 2008, several district-level measures were established to help reduce energy usage, including 
upgrading systems, creating an employee classification with the specific task to manage utility usage 
and providing building occupants with information on utility usage to help them better understand 
their role in reducing consumption and lowering costs. 

Since the 2008 baseline year, the district has saved*: 

• 16,078,059 kWhs of electricity, resulting in $1,144,620 of avoided costs

• 299,545 therms of gas, resulting in $1,685,094 of avoided costs

  *The numbers are not adjusted for cost increases.
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Sacramento Municipal Utility District (SMUD) Commercial 
Prescriptive lighting Project
In 2010, the district retrofitted 7,488 fluorescent fixtures and replaced 928 outside High-Intensity 
Discharge (HID) and incandescent fixtures with compact fluorescents. The project included 8 sites 
total, and 177 classrooms at 47 additional sites. All the work was performed after school hours to 
avoid disturbing classroom instruction. As a result, 996,000 kWhs per year were saved, or $129,000  
in cost savings annually. The total project costs were $626,182, with SMUD rebates totaling $239,857. 
The project payback, or time needed to “repay” the sum of the original investment, is 1.34 years.

NUMBerS For retroFit oNlY (does not include outside fixtures)

Total Cost of Retrofit $369,739

Total SMUD Rebates $234,475

Out of Pocket Costs $135,264

Annual Energy Savings $100,785

Annual electricity CoSt for Sacramento City Schools Annual Natural gas CoSt for Sacramento City SchoolsAnnual electricity USe for Sacramento City Schools Annual Natural gas USe for Sacramento City Schools
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energy Management Control System 
All district sites, with the exception of two, are connected to an Energy Management Control System 
(EMCS) to manage scheduling, establish night setbacks and allow for remote monitoring. The control 
system is limited to the the main building, or permanent structures, on the sites. Sixty-two sites have 
an advanced system, which helps the district meet the Title-24 Standards for Energy Efficiency and 
makes meeting the following protocols possible: 

• Program all thermostats to district-standard set points for heating (70°F) and cooling (74°F).

• Establish a global schedule to allow for planned shutdowns during holidays and vacation 
breaks. (If teachers work during vacation breaks, there are override capabilities). 

• Program for special events, setting schedules to accommodate the event, but returning to the 
global schedule after its completion.

• Implement a load-rolling program to shed 25 percent of total electrical load every 15 minutes.

• Allow optimal start and stop times based on comparing outside temperatures to interior 
temperatures to prepare for arrival and departure of occupants.

• Set a winter morning warm-up and summer-night purge to reduce heating and cooling costs.

• Use specialized alarms for heat and filters.

• Monitor and record KW usage.

Sacramento Municipal Utility District (SMUD) Audit
SMUD performed free utility and system audits at eight district schools. The energy audits were 
performed in January 2012 and included analyzing existing building conditions and systems.  
SMUD reviewed the following: 

• Envelope – insulation, windows, overhangs

• Lighting – fixtures and controls

• HVAC systems – furnaces, boilers, heat pumps, air conditioning

• Plug and process loads – refrigeration, computers, appliances

• Sources of inefficiencies in energy use

SMUD worked with Guttmann & Blaevoet Consulting Engineers to prepare a full report that provided 
recommendations that ranged from no/low-cost operational upgrades to large-scale retrofits. 
Opportunities identified included: retrofitting windows, upgrading lighting controls, commissioning 
of HVAC systems, replacing end-of-life HVAC systems, fixing seals on walk-in coolers, managing 
computer sleep modes and purchasing ENERGY STAR appliances.

Siemens industry Audit
The district’s operations department worked with Siemens Industry to conduct energy audits 
(gas and electric) at 21 schools sites and water audits on all sites to develop a plan to save money. 
Recommendations included upgrading HVAC systems and controls, implementing lighting systems to 

include timers and motion sensors and upgrading the irrigation systems. Siemens anticipates that such 
improvements could reduce utility costs by an estimated $3 million over 20 years. The district is working 
to finalize an agreement to move forward with the recommendations. In the meantime, the results of the 
audit are being used to guide improvements in current maintenance and operations practices. Schools 
included in the audit can be found on the matrix in the report’s Appendix.

Water
In the 2011-2012 school year, the district sought to reduce water usage through system upgrades and 
installing monitoring capabilities.

• In 2011, the City of Sacramento Utilities began installing smart meters on water taps within 
the district. Smart water meters can record water usage hourly, helping schools to better 
understand usage patterns. These meters can also help detect leaks, allowing for quick repairs 
that save water and money. 

• At 59 district sites, one tap services both domestic water and irrigation. The water coming 
through these taps is being charged sewer fees, meaning the district is paying fees for 
irrigation water that is not using the sewer lines. A plan is in place to split the taps, which will 
save the district money. 

• In a 2012 pilot program, the district installed low-flow fixtures and urinals in two restrooms at the 
Sacramento Charter High School. This was the first step to determine how the fixtures worked 
before implementing a district-wide initiative. After successful results, the district’s plumbing shop 
has included low-flow and dual-flush fixtures in its specifications and will be installing them on all 
future upgrades or repairs.  

• In 2011, the irrigation system at Sutter Middle School was upgraded with new electric valves 
and a new controller. The system is monitored by the plumbing shop supervisor, using an 
Irrigation Management & Monitoring Software (IMMS). When funding is available, the district 
will purchase IMMS software to manage all school sites once their irrigation systems have 
been upgraded. 

Since the 2008 baseline year, the district reduced water usage by 66,734 CCF (hundred cubic feet) 
and reduced irrigation usage by 36,803 CCF. However, due to rising cost per CCF and the expense 
of installing new smart water meters, the district spent $591,577 more on water and $6,456 more on 
irrigation costs than its 2008 baseline year. 

Water Data
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Transportation
In 2011, the transportation department began efforts to use a biodiesel blend for all equipment.  
Transportation Services studied B20, B10 and B5 biodiesel options and found B5 to be the best choice 
for the district. By July 2012, the department started using B5 biodiesel on a fleet wide basis. 

The department also installed particulate traps on 29 qualified busses. The traps reduce particulate 
matter from emissions by 85 percent, improving the air quality around the schools. All buses in 
the district follow a five-minute idling limit at schools, as mandated by California law, which aids in 
improving air quality and reducing fuel costs. Other district efforts included purchasing 12 fuel-efficient 
buses, including two wheelchair buses, with Prop 1B funding. Prop 1B also includes funding to upgrade 
bus maintenance and cleaning infrastructure. (Proposition 1B or the Highway Safety, Traffic Reduction, 
Air Quality, and Port Security Bond Act of 2006 was approved by California voters in November 2006 
and provides funding for a variety of transportation projects and air quality initiatives.)

Waste Reduction
Since contracting with Atlas Disposal in 2010, the district has seen almost $140,000 of avoided costs 
through on-going waste audits that identifies where trash and recycling pick-ups can be reduced and 
by identifying opportunities to increase recycling, which costs the district less to remove. 

The district is also working to reduce waste by installing hand dryers in bathrooms and removing 
paper towels. Currently, 10 hand dryers have been installed at three district sites, with more planned 
during the 2012-2013 school year.  

SCUSD has had recycling services at every school since 2000. The plant manager and custodial staff 
at each site are responsible for recycling programs, including determining if a bag of waste should be 
recycled or sent to the landfill. Students are becoming more actively involved in school recycling. In 

fact, students have taken on these 
responsibilities in 38 schools. Many 
have established green teams and 
eco clubs and are taking charge 
to ensure recyclable materials are 
placed in the correct bins. Many 
schools have been working to create 
composting programs, implement 
clean paper recycling, and collect 
and redeem CRV-labeled bottles and 
cans to raise money.  

In April 2012, Atlas Disposal and 
SCUSD partnered to participate in 
a Nike Shoe Recycling Competition. 
Old tennis shoes were collected at 
schools across the district so the 
soles could be reused for tracks, 
playground material and other 
sporting grounds. O.W. Erlewine 
Elementary collected the most shoes 
and was awarded $500 from Atlas 
for their efforts. 

SCUSD Schools in Action

Fruit ridge elementary developed a “Garbology” program to 
reduce waste during lunch. Students pour out liquid from milk and 
other recyclable containers before placing in appropriate recycle  
bins and stack trays to save dumpster space.

hubert h. Bancroft elementary developed a clean paper recycling 
program that brings in revenue to the school. 

At theodore Judah elementary, all landscaping and garden scraps 
are composted onsite in large composting piles. The nutrient-rich 
dirt is sold at a fund raiser to expand the garden program.

rosemont high School has an active eco club that manages all 
recycling projects on campus.  On a weekly basis, students collect 
and sort recyclables and redeem CRV bottles and cans for money. 
The funds are used to expand the recycling program.

See matrix in the report’s Appendix for a list of schools with student recycling programs

Several district departments actively sought ways to reduce paper use, including:  

• The Accounting Services department developed a process to scan documents for review and 
approval and receives invoices electronically, reducing paper usage and easing the tracking 
process. In addition, all back-up documentation for requisitions are scanned.

• The Nutrition Services department is now posting the meal application online, which has 
reduced paper use by 20 percent. This percentage will increase as parents/guardians become 
more comfortable with the new process. 

• The Integrated Support Services department conducted a 250+ person anti-bullying 
conference using one ream of paper. Presenters were asked to provide presentations 
electronically, and participants were provided with only an agenda and evaluation form.  
All other conference materials were available online.

Students at the McClaskey Adult Center collect and sort 
recyclables at 28 locations across the city, including 
district schools and other public buildings. In 2011-2012, 
the program redeemed a total of 91.9 tons of recyclables, 
saving over 1,500 trees. 

The McClaskey Center’s recycling statistics:

• 1.4 tons of cash redemption value aluminum, 
plastic #1, plastic HDPE #2 and #7 and 
commingled glass

• 0.4 tons of non-CRV plastic

• 98.8 tons of paper products (cardboard, 
colored paper, newspaper and white paper)

• 0.3 tons of metals

A. Warren McClaskey Adult Center: Making an Impact
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Green Renovation
the Met high School
Completed: January 2012

greeN FeAtUreS: 

• 95 percent of existing structure was reused

• Installed low-flow fixtures

• Access to natural ventilation with  
operable windows

• Drought-tolerant landscaping

• New windows installed and  
insulation increased to  
reduce energy use and  
help interior temperatures  
remain comfortable 

• Use of low-VOC* materials

• Use of reclaimed  
bleachers and concrete  
for finishes in hallways

• Improved day-lighting  
through expanding and  
improving exterior  
windows

• Energy usage is 26 percent   
better than Title-24  
requirements

Green Renovation
Portables at Alice Birney Waldorf-inspired K-8,
hubert h. Bancroft elementary, and
Phoebe hearst elementary
Completed: August 2012

greeN FeAtUreS:

• Re-use of portables instead of buying new ones

• HVAC displacement air system to improve energy efficiency and air quality

• Use of low-VOC* materials

• Installed solatubes to increase day-lighting

• Installed motion sensors to control lighting

• Outdoor classroom created with  
xeriscape and native landscaping

• Use of marmoleum floor tile 

• New windows installed and  
insulation increased  to reduce energy  
use and help interior temperatures  
remain comfortable 

• Use of recycled aggregate base  
building pads

New Green Construction
luther Burbank Sports Complex
Completed: September 2011

greeN FeAtUreS: 

• Synthetic turf to eliminate irrigation water usage

• Recycled tire track

• Recycled metal stadium seating and fencing

• Water storage tanks to collect and reuse rain 
water at other locations on the site

* Volatile Organic Compounds, 
or chemical vapors

* Volatile Organic Compounds, 
or chemical vapors
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Health and 
Wellness

SCUSD has focused many of its sustainability initiatives on student health 

and wellness, including providing healthier menu choices, planting and 

tending school gardens to offer fresh produce and implementing green 

cleaning policies and practices. Key to the district’s efforts has been its 

participation in Sacramento’s Healthy Foods Task Force. Created in 2010,  

the task force includes local professionals, organizations and district staff 

who work together to change cafeteria culture and improve school lunches 

for all students.

Salad Bars in Every School 
During the 2011-2012 school year, salad bars were made 
available at all district schools. Kid friendly options were 
included to encourage students to make selections from 
the salad bar with every meal.  

Use of Local Products
The Nutrition Services department purchases 
products that are grown or produced within 
200 miles of the district, including locally 
produced low-fat, all-chicken hot dogs from 
Foster Farms in Modesto, CA; nectarines, 
plums, apricots and peaches from Kingsburg, 
CA; locally made fresh pasta sauce from 
Woodland, CA; and tortilla products baked 
locally in Fresno, CA. 

Menu Selections
The Nutrition Services department implemented a set of standards to ensure healthier and more 
nutritious school lunches, including: 

• Emphasis on site prepared meals in order to minimize processed foods, including freshly 
prepared pastas and grilled cheese sandwiches from the schools’ own kitchens.

• Offering more vegetable types every day, such as cucumbers, jicama and zucchini sticks, 
cauliflower, beets  and celery.

• Using natural spring water trout, a fish that is sustainably raised from Idaho’s clear springs. It was 
named by Monterey Bay Aquarium as “super green” because it is both good for human health 
and does not harm the environment. 

• Offering hamburgers that are 100 percent ground beef with no added ingredients or preservatives.

• Using more whole-grains. Over half of the breakfast and lunch menus have a whole-grain option. 
In the coming year, the goal is for all cafeteria menus to include only whole-grain products.

• Offering more green leafy vegetables (spinach, romaine and broccoli) and more orange/red 
vegetables (tomatoes, carrots and red bell peppers) on all salad bars.

• Providing more bean options, such as kidney and garbanzo, every day.

2013 Google - Map data   
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Compostable Trays
In 2011, the district sought to eliminate Styrofoam 5 compartment trays, so a switch was made to 
Bridge-Gate natural fiber (a by-product of crop harvests). The Bridge-Gate product, however, was 
imported from China, so the Nutrition Services department actively sought another option that was 
produced domestically. Currently, district schools are using the SavaDay by Chinet, which is a molded 
fiber made from recycled paper and manufactured in the U.S.

School Gardens 
SCUSD’s 2010-2014 Strategic Plan supports school 
and community gardens because they help to make 
the school a center of community activity and provide 
opportunities for families to volunteer. By the end of the 
2011-2012 school year, 36 of the district’s 90 schools had 
an actively maintained school or community garden. 
A majority of the gardens produce edible fruits and 
vegetables that the students help plant, maintain and 
harvest. These gardens support the effort to reduce the food desert phenomena. Most gardens 
incorporate an outdoor learning space and many are maintained through extracurricular clubs. See 
matrix in appendix for a list of schools with student gardens.

Green Cleaning 
In an effort to ensure high-quality indoor air, the operations department implemented green cleaning 
policies and practices. The department uses Green Seal products whenever possible. These products 
are certified to ensure a safe and healthy work environment for both students and staff. Chemical 
blend stations have also been established and are used to dispense all cleaning chemicals to ensure 
proper dilution ratios and to prevent misuse. Microfiber rags and dust mops are used to help maintain 
air quality, and backpack vacuums with high-filtration bags are encouraged at all sites.

Food Desert
A food desert is an area with little or 
no access to large grocery stores that 
offer the fresh and affordable foods 
needed to maintain a healthy diet.

Student 
Learning 

SCUSD encourages the administration and faculty to integrate the district’s 

sustainability initiatives in curriculum development and school programming. 

The goal is to help the next generation develop the core knowledge and 

leadership skills needed to be stewards of the environment. Efforts to 

engage students and provide hands-on learning opportunities range from 

individual classroom instruction to Project Green, a district-wide effort that 

awarded $5 million in green school construction funds based on student 

research and recommendations. 

Student Gardens 
Teachers throughout the district have incorporated the student gardens into class lessons, providing 
hands-on learning experiences to teach students about growth cycles, the earth sciences and biology 
and healthy eating. Classes have also toured local farms such as Soil Born Farms and have worked 
with the Center for Land-Based Learning, an organization that is dedicated to teaching California’s 
youth about the importance of agriculture and watershed conservation. 

Green Teams 
Green Teams are student groups that help to manage recycling programs, tend to the school’s 
garden, and participate in community events, such as city-wide tree planting programs and air quality 
improvement efforts. There are currently 15 active Green Teams.   

Alliance for Climate Education (ACE) Assemblies
Alliance for Climate Education is a nonprofit organization dedicated to educating America’s high 
school students about the science behind climate change and inspiring them to do something about 
it. ACE educators present climate science that resonates with students via an in-school assembly that 
blends storytelling, cutting edge animation, music and video. ACE has conducted these assemblies  
at 18 SCUSD schools.

Breathe California
Breathe California promotes healthy lungs through prevention, advocacy, education, research and 
direct services at the community level. Breathe California of Sacramento-Emigrant Trails has worked 
with several district schools to help students become more aware of air quality issues. Eight middle 
and high schools participated in A.i.r. (Ask. investigate. resolve.). Formerly known as the School 
Based Air Quality Assessment Project, the program helps students conduct a scientific research 

School Gardens

O.W. Erlewine Elementary Theodore Judah Elementary
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Project Green
SCUSD launched Project Green in 2011 to provide real-
world application to classroom instruction about the 
environment and sustainable living. Campuses across 
the district were encouraged to form Green Teams 
to conduct “green” audits of school facilities. With 
the help of teachers, parents, staff and community 
experts, the teams drafted recommendations for 
green improvements ranging from replacing outdated 
windows to installing low-flow plumbing fixtures.  

Students presented their recommendations to a 
panel of local experts from the fields of architecture, 
engineering, energy, land-use planning and water 
management. The panel judged the exhibits, 
presentations and written papers using a rigorous 
scoring rubric.  

Fifteen SCUSD schools were awarded building funds 
for green school projects at an event at Rosemont  
High School in June 2012.  

The team from Washington Elementary School scored 
highest for its presentation and report, which included 
a rationale for providing the school with automatic 
hand dryers, rain barrels, solar tubes and upgrades  
to irrigation and HVAC systems. The judging panel  
voted to allocate up to $550,000 for Washington’s  
projects. In all, the 15 award-winning presentations  
were allocated $5 million in capital improvement funds.

project while learning about air quality issues. Through a multi-step scientific study, students 
determine the air quality at their schools and build strategies to promote change based on their 
research findings. Another successful initiative of Breathe California is the Air Quality Flag Program. 
The program is designed to help teachers, school staff, coaches and parents protect children’s lungs 
on days when poor air quality poses a health threat. Colored flags are flown each day on school 
campuses to identify air quality conditions and an air quality index activity chart is used in conjunction 
with the flags to guide the modification of activities. Six district elementary schools participate in this 
program. See matrix in appendix for schools that have air quality programs.

Sacramento Tree Foundation
The district works closely with the Sacramento Tree Foundation to plant trees at school sites, 
encouraging the participation of students, parents, teachers and community members. During  
the 2011-2012 school year, the foundation planted 58 trees at six schools. 

Project Green

Schools Awarded Capital Improvement Funds
WAShiNgtoN eleMeNtArY   up to $550,000
Automatic hand dryers, chicken coops, rain barrels, solar tubes, and upgrades  
to irrigation and HVAC systems  

o.W. erleWiNe eleMeNtArY   up to $500,000
Automatic hand dryers, Energy Star refrigerators, Energy Star water heater,  
solar tubes, upgraded irrigation, rain barrels, low-flow plumbing fixtures,  
dual flush toilets and dual pane windows 

roSeMoNt high SChool   up to $500,000
New pool pump, permanent recycling stations, recycling signage, upgraded  
irrigation, low-flow fixtures and dual flush toilets, solar tubes, synthetic turf 

theoDore JUDAh eleMeNtArY   up to $400,000
Rain barrels, solar tubes, xeriscaping, replacement of blacktop with  
permeable paving

Award: Best Use of Professional Resources ($50,000)

george WAShiNgtoN CArver SChool oF  
ArtS AND SCieNCeS   up to $400,000
Rainwater catchment system 

iSADor CoheN eleMeNtArY   up to $400,000
Rain barrels, solar tubes, interior LED lights, faucet aerators

Award: Best Use of Professional Resources ($50,000)

lUther BUrBANK high SChool   up to $300,000
New bathroom flooring, low-flow fixtures and dual flush toilets,  
upgraded exterior lighting 

AliCe BirNeY WAlDorF-iNSPireD K-8   up to $300,000
New bike racks, solar tubes

Award: Most Creative Presentation ($50,000)

Will C. WooD MiDDle SChool   up to $300,000
Replacement of windows

Award: Most Creative Audit Process ($50,000)

JohN D. SloAt BASiC eleMeNtArY   up to $200,000
Upgraded irrigation, xeriscaping 

SChool oF eNgiNeeriNg AND SCieNCeS   up to $200,000
Removal and relocation of trees, xeriscaping 

MAPle eleMeNtArY   up to $200,000
Upgraded irrigation 

SUtterville eleMeNtArY   up to $200,000
Automatic hand dryers, replacement of bathroom flooring, solar tubes, low-flow fixtures and dual flush toilets 

CAMelliA BASiC eleMeNtArY   up to $200,000
Replacement of windows

Award: Most Student-Centered Project ($50,000)

A. WArreN MCClASKeY ADUlt CeNter   up to $100,000
Automatic hand dryers, replacement of bathroom flooring, low-flow fixtures and dual flush toilets

O.W. Erlewine Elementary

Rosemont High School

Washington Elementary
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Stakeholder 
Acknowledgment

The scope and depth of SCUSD’s sustainability efforts require a dedicated 

team of teachers, administrators, department leaders, staff, students, parents 

and community members. The district is grateful to the many people and 

organizations that have helped make its goal of providing a high-quality 

education, while reducing environmental impacts and saving money, a reality. 

District Staff 
 DiANNe BroWN Grant Coordinator 

 gerArDo CAStillo Budget Services

 KlAUS ChriStiANSeN Facilities Maintenance – HVAC Shop

 DoN CoMPtoN Facilities Maintenance – Electrical Shop

 JiM DoBSoN Operations, Planning and Construction Department

 ChUCK erNSt Transportation Services

 BArrY evPAK Facilities Maintenance and Resource Conservation

 DiANA FloreS Nutrition Services

 toMMY greer Facilities Maintenance – Labor/Gardener Shop

 KeNt JoNeS Operations

 BreNDA PADillA Nutrition Services

 eD PetrAlli Facilities Maintenance – Plumbing Shop

 DAN SANChez Purchasing Services

 lAWreNCe SChWeKY Integrated Support Services

 AMAri WAtKiNS Accounting Services

Project Green Advisors 
 CriS JohNSoN A. Warren McClaskey Adult Center

 SYlviA roDriqUez Alice Birney Waldorf Inspired K-8

 YiA vANg Camellia Basic Elementary

 AShleY JohNSoN George Washington Carver School of the Arts

 CArol ClelAND Isador Cohen Elementary

 KeviN hUBBle Isador Cohen Elementary

 zACh MCCAFFreY Isador Cohen Elementary

 JUlie SChoN John D. Sloat Elementary

 MAYrA tellez Luther Burbank High School

 KellY JACoBSoN Maple Elementary

 roBYN ColliNS O.W. Erlewine Elementary

 BriAN CrAWForD O.W. Erlewine Elementary

 MiChelle irviNe O.W. Erlewine Elementary

 tiM KeeNAN O.W. Erlewine Elementary

 MArtiNe lozANo O.W. Erlewine Elementary

 terrY SMith O.W. Erlewine Elementary

 DAve StAFForD Rosemont High School

 CArol roStoN School of Engineering and Science High School

 lori AoUN Sutterville Elementary 

 ShANNoN hArDWiCKe Theodore Judah Elementary

 KiM WilliAMS Washington Elementary

 NiCole CoStANzo Will C. Wood Middle School

Shared-Use Permits
SCUSD’s strategic plan promotes the use of schools as community centers. 

To that end, all school sites are available for rental to the public outside of 

school hours. During the 2011-2012 school year, the district issued 294 permits 

for joint use of the facilities. SCUSD thanks the many community partnerships 

that have made the shared-use permit program a success.
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Local Partners

AtlAS DiSPoSAl iNDUStrieS was established in March of 
1998 in response to the new recycling mandates that were passed 
by the State of California. With a highly active team focused on 
educating local businesses about their recycling potential, Atlas 
emerged as the fastest growing waste and recycling removal 
company in the area.

CitY oF SACrAMeNto supports the district through garden 
initiatives, community engagement, and training programs. 

greeNWiSe JoiNt veNtUre is a high-impact, regional 
nonprofit focused on a bold vision to “transform the Sacramento 
area into the greenest region in the country and a hub for clean 
technology.”

SACrAMeNto MetroPolitAN Air qUAlitY 
MANAgeMeNt DiStriCt’S mission is to achieve clean air goals 
by leading the region in protecting public health and the environment 
through innovative and effective programs, dedicated staff, 
community involvement and public education. 

SACrAMeNto MUNiCiPAl UtilitY DiStriCt (SMUD) is 
serving a population of 1.4 million people, making it the nation’s 
sixth largest customer-owned electric utility. SMUD began 
delivering power to the Sacramento region in 1946 and since then 
has provided electricity for most of Sacramento County, as well as 
small portions of Placer and Yolo counties.

vAlleY viSioN is a nonprofit association of people and 
organizations working to secure the social, environmental and 
economic health of the Sacramento region. Founded in 1994, it is an 
objective, nonpartisan “action tank” committed to regional problem-
solving and impartial research for sound decision-making.  

SCUSD Environmental Grants

Air AND WASte  
MANAgeMeNt ASSoCiAtioN 
theodore Judah elementary 

Bike-powered  
compost grinder 

o.W. erlewine elementary 
Support for science education

CAliForNiA eNDoWMeNt 
earl Warren elementary 

School garden

hoMe DePot 
o.W. erlewine elementary 

School garden

SYNoPSYS oUtreACh 
FoUNDAtioN 

leonardo di vinci K-8  
Planter boxes

WeSterN groWerS 
FoUNDAtioN 

Bret harte elementary  
School garden

Whole FooDS 
o.W. erlewine elementary 

Support for science education 
through the school  
gardening program
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Health and Wellness
exPAND SChool gArDeNS

Thirty-six out of 90 schools currently maintain a garden space. To meet objectives outlined in the 
district’s strategic plan, efforts will be made to expand to ensure all schools have gardens. 

iMProve iNDoor AND oUtDoor Air qUAlitY

By partnering with local nonprofit, the district will develop a plan to analyze, review and make 
recommendations to improve the air quality in classrooms and surrounding school sites.  

Student Learning
ProJeCt greeN iMPleMeNtAtioN AND CoNtiNUAtioN

All projects identified during the 2012 Project Green initiative are under way and have been 
budgeted. The district hired a specialist to oversee and manage the projects for implementation 
beginning in the fall of 2012, with larger projects commencing in the summer of 2013.

Site SUStAiNABilitY liAiSoN ProgrAM

Through Project Green, the district realized the need for a dedicated person at each site to serve 
as the “sustainability” contact. The liaison will be the school’s point-person on sustainability and 
will help coordinate student engagement projects and grant opportunities. 

greeN APPle DAY oF ServiCe ProJeCtS

SCUSD schools will take part in the Center for Green Schools’ Green Apple Day of Service. The 
initiative brings advocates from around the world — students, teachers, parents and elected 
officials — together on one day to support healthy, sustainable schools by participating in local 
service projects.  

Resource Conservation
reSoUrCe CoNServAtioN SPeCiAliSt 

In September of 2012, SCUSD hired a Resource Conservation Specialist to oversee and manage 
the district’s utilities. The specialist will also be in charge of engaging school sites in behavioral 
change and launching the Resource Conservation Incentive Program.

reSoUrCeS CoNServAtioN iNCeNtive ProgrAM 

The goal of the Resource Conservation Incentive Program (RCIP) is to increase site engagement 
in resource conservation by incentivizing the occupants with shared savings. RCIP will be 
reviewed and approved during the 2012-13 school year and launched in September 2013.

PASSiNg BoND MeASUreS q & r

The district placed two bond measures on the 2012 ballot for voters to consider. Measures  
Q and R will fund capital improvements to: focus on reducing water use and energy consumption, 
transform existing high schools, increase day-lighting, improve outdoor learning opportunities 
and build a green central kitchen.

iNCreASe StUDeNt-leD reCYCliNg ProgrAMS

Involving students in managing a school’s recycling program helps to engage them in hands-
on sustainability initiatives. The district will work to expand the programs to all schools sites to 
involve more student leaders.

Moving  
Forward

SCUSD’s District Green Team will use this report to seek ways to improve 

and augment existing programs and to establish new projects that can 

further the district’s sustainability goals. The team will continue to meet 

quarterly to set goals and develop metrics to measure and report outcomes, 

track progress for continuous improvement, and provide yearly updates to 

the community. Key upcoming initiatives are outlined below. 
Garden Champions 
To address the growing number of school gardens across the District, the Healthy 

Foods Task Force is working to develop a list of Garden Champions to help 

coordinate gardening activities.  In Spring of 2012, the Champions from 19 schools 

came together to share ideas.  Future meetings will be attended by teachers, parent 

volunteers and community members from schools across the district who have an 

interest in gardening and/or healthy living.
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eleMeNtArY SChoolS
A. M. Winn 

Abraham Lincoln 

Bowling Green Chacon/McCoy

Bret Harte 

Camellia Basic

Caroline Wenzel 

Cesar E. Chavez

Clayton B. Wire 

Collis P. Huntington 

Crocker/Riverside

David Lubin 

Earl Warren 

Edward Kemble 

Elder Creek 

Ethel I. Baker 

Ethel Phillips 

Fr. Keith B. Kenny 

Freeport

Fruit Ridge 

Golden Empire 

H. W. Harkness 

Hollywood Park 

Hubert H. Bancroft 

Isador Cohen X

James W. Marshall 

John Bidwell 

John Cabrillo 

John D. Sloat Basic X

Joseph Bonnheim 

Leataata Floyd

Maple X

Mark Hopkins 

Mark Twain 

Matsuyama 

Nicholas 

O. W. Erlewine X

Oak Ridge 

Pacific 

Parkway 

Peter Burnett 

Phoebe A. Hearst 

Pony Express 

Sequoia 
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eleMeNtArY SChoolS (CoNtiNUeD)

Susan B. Anthony 

Sutterville 

Tahoe 

Theodore Judah 

Washington 

William Land 

Woodbine 

K - 8 SChoolS 

Alice Birney Waldorf-Inspired 

Caleb Greenwood 

Genevieve F. Didion 

John Morse Therapeutic Center 

John Still 

Leonardo da Vinci 

Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Success Academy

MiDDle SChoolS

Albert Einstein 

California 

Fern Bacon 

Kit Carson 

Rosa Parks 

Sam Brannan 

Sutter 

Will C. Wood 

high SChoolS

American Legion

Arthur A. Benjamin Health Professions 

C. K. McClatchy 

Capital City School

George Washington Carver

Hiram Johnson 

John F. Kennedy 

Luther Burbank 

New Technology 

Rosemont 

School of Engineering & Science

The Met  

West Campus 

ADUlt eDUCAtioN

A. Warren McClaskey

Charles A. Jones

Freemont

*Independent Charter Schools are not included.
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