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TTeeaacchhiinngg  aanndd  LLeeaarrnniinngg      

Hmong, Mandarin Language Immersion Programs Open 

SCUSD expanded its innovative slate of language immersion programs last week when 
ribbon-cutting ceremonies were held for William Land Elementary School’s Dual Language 
Mandarin Immersion Program and Susan B. Anthony’s Hmong Dual Language Immersion 
Program. Both events featured cultural performances and food and were well attended by 
the community. 

The Hmong language program is the first of its kind in California. Community organizations 
such as Hmong Women’s Heritage, Sacramento Hmong New Year and Hmong Elders turned 
out for the opening event. In a language immersion class, students in kindergarten are 
taught primarily in the target language, such as Spanish, Hmong and Chinese. 

As students move through the grades, they are taught less in the target language and more 
in English. Years of research shows that students in language immersion programs are more 
successful at school, scoring higher on standardized tests given only in English than their 
counterparts taught in traditional environments.  

New Early Kinder Class Opens  

The Early Kinder Program began its second year with the opening of a new site – H.W. 
Harkness Elementary School. Harkness joins last year’s four Early Kinder sites: Alice Birney 
Waldorf-Inspired eK-8, Leonardo da Vinci K-8, Theodore Judah and Hubert Bancroft/Thomas 
Jefferson. 

Over the summer, remodeling at the da Vinci campus was completed and furniture and 
program material needs were filled for each of the Early Kinder school sites. In addition, 
through the work of the Early Kinder Advisory/Curriculum Committee, a curriculum 
framework, program standards and a student progress report to parents has been 
developed. 

SCUSD has also developed a YouTube video about Early Kinder. Click to watch: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A7vM1ZNlxpQ 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A7vM1ZNlxpQ


CKM Law and Public Policy Academy 

The new Linked Learning Law and Public Policy Academy at C.K. McClatchy High School 
opened on Tuesday after weeks of community-building events with students and families. 

An orientation was held for students and their families on August 11 in the CKM Library. The 
evening was well-attended. The following week, academy students participated in 
teambuilding field trips, traveling to CSUS for ropes training and to Rockville Hills Park in 
Fairfield for a hike. 

On September 12, Sacramento Superior Court Judge Lawrence Brown will be addressing law 
academy students in teacher Linda Proaps’ classroom in preparation for a field trip to his 
courtroom on September 13.  

O.W. Erlewine Opens with Integrated Thematic Instruction 

Following three summer days of intensive teacher training in highly effective teaching 
strategies and child brain development, O.W. Erlewine Elementary School opened with its 
new Integrated Thematic Instruction (ITI) model this week. Principal Terry Smith reports 
that her team is “very excited” about integrating the California Content Standards with the 
school curriculum in a manner that brings student enthusiasm to learning the material. The 
focus this first week of school was on teaching students to work together in teams as 
learning groups while reinforcing kindness and civility.  

The program at Erlewine is modeled after a similar ITI program at Leonardo da Vinci K-8. 

OOppeerraattiioonnss  

 

BreakfastFirst Initiative  

SCUSD kicked off its new BreakfastFirst campaign with a free community breakfast for 
hundreds of children and adults at Peter Burnett Elementary School on Tuesday. 
BreakfastFirst aims to raise awareness of the district’s federally funded school breakfast 
program, which, in turn, will increase the number of children eating breakfast in our school 
cafeterias. Research shows that students who routinely eat a nourishing breakfast perform 
better academically in school, miss fewer days of school and are tardy to class less often. 
One study found that students who ate breakfast at their school at least four days a week 
had math grades almost a whole letter grade higher than those who rarely ate at school. 

To encourage breakfast program participation, the district is offering a free breakfast for 
every child at 35 of our high-poverty sites, including Peter Burnett. This has the potential to 
give more than 14,000 kids a healthy start to the school day. Hot entrees include Colby 
cheese omelets, pancakes and sausage wraps, Texas toast and crispitos. Whole grain cereals 
are offered every day along with fruits and milk. At the high school and middle school level, 
students will be offered the option of “grab-and-go” breakfasts of such items as fruit, yogurt 
and milk. 



Tdap Update 

As the first week of school wraps up, 61 percent of SCUSD middle and high school students 
are now compliant with the state’s new Tdap (whooping cough, or pertussis) immunization 
requirement. Last month, Health Services staff immunized 1,288 students at school-site 
clinics, most held during orientation week in late August. About 600 more students were 
inoculated at the Enrollment Center during July and August. To bring the remaining 
approximately 8,000 seventh- through 12th-graders into compliance, Health Services is 
providing the following services between now and October 6, the district’s deadline for 
making full compliance: 

 A free vaccination clinic will be held from 3 p.m. to 8 p.m. today (Friday) at the 
Enrollment Center’s Immunization Clinic. 

 The Enrollment Center’s Immunization Clinic’s hours are being extended. It will now 
be open from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Wednesday in addition to 10 a.m. to 
8 p.m. on Thursdays and 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. on the first Saturday of the month. 

 Six after-school clinics will be staged at various school sites between now and 
October 6. 

 All school sites have created plans for targeted outreach to the non-compliant 
populations at their schools. 

 

2011-12 Budget Book 
 
A new version of SCUSD’s “Budget Book” updated for 2011-12 is now available. The 320-

page book is a comprehensive guide to the complex, multi-layered process of public 

education financing. The 2010-11 book was the first such document created for the public 

since 2002-03, and the first to go online for 24-hour access. 

The updated version includes several new features, including school-by-school narratives 
and information on both unrestricted and restricted funds.  There is also a colorful new 
section on student achievement that includes charts and historical comparisons.  Copies will 
be provided to the Board at its next meeting.  A full presentation and discussion will take 
place during the October 20 Board meeting.   

 

CCoommmmuunniittyy  EEnnggaaggeemmeenntt  

 

‘Sacramento Goes Back to School’ 

The opening of school on Tuesday marked the culmination of the district’s fourth annual 
“Sacramento Goes Back to School” program, an initiative designed to make every school 
welcoming and friendly to the community on the first day of the new school year.  



This year, 100 percent of SCUSD schools participated in the program by hanging welcoming 
banners, decorating with balloons, handing out parent booklets and giving kids and their 
families “I Was There” stickers. The Sacramento Council of PTAs played a vital role in 
ensuring that school sites were decorated and ready to welcome families. Many schools set 
up special parent stations, where parent “ambassadors” shared information and gathered 
sign-ups for PTAs, PTOs, School Site Councils and English Learners Advisory Committees. The 
district’s first day press conference for “Sacramento Goes Back to School” was held at Peter 
Burnett and also promoted SCUSD’s breakfast initiative (see above). 

Also on Tuesday, members of Service Employees International Union (SEIU) Local 1000 gave 
backpacks filled with school supplies to every student at Rosa Parks Middle School, SCUSD’s 
newest Superintendent’s Priority School, during a lunchtime rally. Students also received a 
raffle ticket for the chance to win one of two new laptop computers provide by SEIU. 
Thanks SEIU! 

Click below for a photo slideshow of various first day events: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G4ldv1oa7DY 

Foster Youth Services’ Back to School Kick-Off 

Foster Youth Services Department held a “Back to School Kick-Off” event for all foster youth 
and care providers within SCUSD on Wednesday, September 7. Approximately 100 foster 
youth and 50 care providers were in attendance. They were able to meet and greet Foster 
Youth Services (FYS) staff and learn about the services that FYS provides to students.  Care 
providers were also able to gather information and meet representatives from Afterschool 
Programming, the Connect Center and Health Services, who explained the Tdap 
requirement.  Several raffle prizes were given out to youth and care providers and the 
evening ended with every foster youth receiving a brand new backpack full of school 
supplies. This was a great way to kick off the new school year! 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G4ldv1oa7DY

