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TTeeaacchhiinngg  aanndd  LLeeaarrnniinngg      

U-CAN Historically Black Colleges Fair 
 
Nearly 500 SCUSD high school juniors and seniors attended the United College Action 
Network (U-CAN)’s Historically Black Colleges Recruitment Fair at Sacramento Charter High 
School on Thursday. Forty-three colleges and universities were represented at the event, 
including Alabama State University, Benedict College, Grambling State University, Howard 
University, South Carolina State University, Spelman College and Tuskegee University.  
 
Students were encouraged to bring transcripts and SAT/ACT scores and many received 
offers of admission and scholarships on the spot. Students also engaged in in-depth 
discussions with recruiters about financial aid, majors, career paths, campus culture and 
other college-going topics. Almost all left with applications and application fee-waiver 
forms. 
 
This was a great kick-off for a series of future events SCUSD is planning with Dr. Alan Rowe’s 
U-CAN Network, an important partner in our efforts to motivate students to pursue post-
secondary education and to lower barriers to entry. 
 

Health Professions Wins Linked Learning Certification 

After a rigorous quality review process, Arthur A. Benjamin Health Professions High School 
has been certified as a Linked Learning pathway by ConnectEd: The California Center for 
College and Career. Health Professions was visited by a Linked Learning Quality Review 
Team in June as part of the certification process’s pilot phase. In its report on the school, 
the team noted Health Profession’s strong four-year project progression, its “exemplary” 
extended student learning opportunities through UC Davis and the school’s “impressive” 
induction program for new ninth graders. 

In a letter to Principal Ann Curtis, ConnectEd director Arlene LaPlante congratulated Health 
Professions’ entire staff. “This accomplishment is a clear recognition of the high quality 
program that you and your team of talented and skilled teachers have developed and 
implemented.” Congratulations! 

 



OOppeerraattiioonnss  

 

SCUSD Wins Food Safety Awards 

Ten SCUSD school cafeterias and the student-run “Cougar Café” at John F. Kennedy High 
School have been honored by the Sacramento County Environmental Management 
Department with the Award of Excellence in Food Safety. The schools, and JFK’s ROP 
program, were recognized for having “established a history of exemplary food handling 
practices,” according to a letter from EMD Division Chief John Rogers. Specifically, they have 
enjoyed violation-free inspections for three years. Congratulations to the cafeteria and 
custodial staffs at: Caleb Greenwood, CB Wire, Ethel I. Baker, Golden Empire, Isador Cohen, 
John Bidwell, John Still Elementary, Leonardo da Vinci, Mark Hopkins and Sutterville. Way to 
go! 

Tdap Update 

SCUSD’s first school to hit the Tdap compliancy deadline –New Technology High – is now 
100 percent compliant, and no students have been turned away from classes. Throughout 
the state, schools and districts are struggling to meet compliancy as 30-day grace periods 
expire. (See the front page of today’s Sacramento Bee by clicking here.) 

At the end of the second week of school, 71 percent of SCUSD middle and high school 
students are compliant with the immunization requirement. To bring the remaining 
approximately 5,700 seventh- through 12th-graders into compliance before our October 6 
deadline, Health Services is staging seven immunization clinics at locations around the 
district. These are in addition to a clinic held yesterday at Hiram Johnson High School. Dates 
and locations are as following: 

 Sam Brannan: 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. on Tuesday, September 20  

 Hiram Johnson: 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. on Thursday, September 22 

 Luther Burbank: 8 a.m. to 12 noon on Thursday, September 22 

 Rosemont: 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. on Tuesday, September 27 

 Capitol City: 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Wednesday, September 28 

 C.K. McClatchy: 3 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. on Thursday, September 29 

 Capitol City: 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Friday, September 30 
 
SCUSD is partnering with Hmong Women’s Heritage Association’s Health Program on a clinic 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday, September 24, at the organization’s center. Also, the 
district is reaching out through public service announcements on Hmong and Russian radio 
stations. Univision aired a Spanish-language report on our district’s efforts last month. As 
noted last week, the clinic at the Enrollment Center has also extended its hours. It is now 
open from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Wednesday in addition to 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. on 
Thursdays and 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. on the first Saturday of the month. 
 
 
 

http://www.sacbee.com/2011/09/16/3914663/students-without-whooping-cough.html


Metro Chamber Honors SCUSD for Energy Conservation 
 
The Sacramento Metro Chamber and the Business Environmental Resource Center 
recognized SCUSD as one of 10 “Sustainable Businesses of the Year” at an awards ceremony 
held yesterday at the Tsakopoulos Library Galleria downtown.  
 

The district was recognized for its aggressive lighting improvement project with SMUD. At 
50 campuses, T-12 fluorescent lamps were replaced with more efficient T-8 units, which 
reduced the district’s energy consumption by 1,680,000 kilowatts, or enough energy to 
power nearly 150 households for a full year. The move also reduced the district’s carbon 
dioxide emissions by 1,210,000 pounds, or the equivalent of removing 230 cars from the 
road or planting 31,000 trees.  

CCoommmmuunniittyy  EEnnggaaggeemmeenntt  

 

‘Get Fit’ Partnership Kicks Off, New P.E. Initiatives  

The second year of SCUSD’s “Get Fit” partnership with the Sacramento Kings and the 
California Endowment kicked off this morning with two high-energy rallies at Hiram Johnson 
High School. Similar rallies will be staged later this month and in early October at Will C. 
Wood Middle School and Earl Warren Elementary School. At Johnson’s event, students 
were congratulated not only for their scores on the state’s FitnessGram but on their 
outstanding academic achievement as measured on state and federal accountability 
models. Student performance on last spring’s California Standards Tests (CSTs) pushed the 
school’s Academic Performance Index up 59 points to 671. Principal Felisberto Cedros 
challenged students to top 700 on the API next year. 

In other fitness news, the California Endowment has awarded SCUSD a grant that is funding 
a Physical Education Coordinator for the next two years. Goals for this position include the 
implementation of a comprehensive new PE program and the creation of a new district-
wide PE professional development. 


