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TTeeaacchhiinngg  aanndd  LLeeaarrnniinngg      

 
CSBA Visits SCUSD’s School of Engineering and Science 
 

Members of the Executive Council of the California School Boards Association (CSBA) 
participated in a site visit to the School of Engineering and Sciences (SES) on Thursday. They 
were joined by staff from the Linked Learning Alliance and representatives from the 
California Department of Education. 

The goal of the site visit was to help CSBA’s leaders and executive staff “see” high quality 
Linked Learning implementation and understand the benefits for students. They were also 
interested in discovering how SCUSD is implementing Linked Learning as a district-wide 
strategy for improving high school student outcomes and how school board members can 
support Linked Learning as an approach to redesigning high school and improving college 
and career readiness for ALL students.   

Visitors learned about the guiding principles and core components of Linked Learning.  They 
visited classrooms and saw students engaged in rigorous, integrated, project-based 
learning.  A highlight of the classroom visits was a trip to the CTE classroom where 11th 
grade students unveiled their solar regatta boat which is competing today in the SMUD 
sponsored competition. Following classroom visits, SES students, teachers and advisory 
board members participated in a panel discussion in which they shared their Linked 
Learning experiences. Visiting CSBA members thanked district and site staff for sharing the 
powerful and engaging learning opportunities provided via the Linked Learning approach.  

 Superintendent Raymond Presents at CASEL, City Year Forums 

 Superintendent Raymond and Chief of Staff Koua Franz joined other educational leaders 
from around the country this week at the 2013 CASEL (Collaborative for Academic, Social 
and Emotional Learning) Forum in Chicago. Superintendent Raymond participated in a panel 
discussion titled “Developing Capacity among District and School Leadership Teams.” Others 
presenting at the event included: U.S. Department of Education Assistant Deputy Secretary 
Jim Shelton; Stanford University Education Professor Linda Darling-Hammond; CASEL Chair 
Timothy Shriver; and Jennifer and Peter Buffett of the NoVo Foundation. Franz was one of 
eight educational leaders to receive CASEL’s Mary Utne O’Brien Award for advancing social 



and emotional learning. SCUSD is one of eight districts partnering with CASEL through its 
Collaborating Districts Initiative to implement SEL.  

Also this week, Superintendent Raymond joined more than 400 education and business 
leaders at City Year's 2013 National Leadership Summit in Washington, D.C. Currently, 50 
City Year corps members serve at five SCUSD schools (Fern Bacon, Oak Ridge, Rosa Parks, 
Father Keith B. Kenny and Leataata Floyd), working with teachers to address student 
attendance, behavior and academic performance. 
 
Superintendent Raymond served on a panel titled, "National Service in Education: Powering 
Reform & Unlocking Student Potential." He discussed how important partnerships are to 
ensuring that more children receive equal access to quality education. 
 

The Met Sacramento High School Mentor Lunch 
 

Men and women who serve as volunteer mentors to students at The Met Sacramento High 
School were honored with a lunch on Tuesday. Met mentors range from City Councilman 
Kevin McCarty to officials at the Sacramento Food Bank to local veterinarians, attorneys and 
school district administrators.  

 

OOppeerraattiioonnss  

 

Communications, Health Services Collaborate on Online Training 
 

Many children live with chronic health conditions such as asthma, diabetes, seizures and 
severe food allergies. Staffs who are not medically trained need information to support 
students with specialized health care needs in the school setting. Last year, Health Services’ 
credentialed school nurses recognized this need and compiled a curriculum to help staff 
understand these conditions. Recently, these nurses collaborated with SCUSD’s Webmaster 
Andrea Landis to create Health eTraining, the first online training sponsored by SCUSD. 
Visitors to the webpage can take quizzes, print certificates and get information. The page is 
available at www.scusd.edu/heath-etraining-courses. 
 

CCoommmmuunniittyy  EEnnggaaggeemmeenntt  

 
SCUSD Kids Participate in Fantasy Baseball at Raley Field 
 

SCUSD in partnership with Sacramento START, Sacramento County Office of Education, 
Folsom Cordova School District, City of West Sacramento, Twin Rivers School District, Elk 
Grove School District and the City of Sacramento hosted the Second Annual Fantasy 
Baseball Tournament at Raley Field on Saturday, May 11. More than 120 people were in 
attendance between players and spectators from each of the aforementioned districts and 

http://topics.sacbee.com/quality+education/
http://www.scusd.edu/heath-etraining-courses


sites. Thirty-two teams came to Raley Field with game cards in hand, ready compete for the 
Fantasy Baseball title, and the competition was fierce. 
 
All year long, these students worked in their after-school program with baseball cards to 
convert player statistics into ratios, decimals, percentages and then degrees to create their 
player cards.  The Fantasy Baseball curriculum is recognized as a certified STEM curriculum 
and gives students a hands-on way to practice and improve their mathematical skills while 
having loads of fun. 
 
Sophia Du and DeAndre Fitzgerald, two fourth grade students from Golden Empire 
Elementary, walked away as the 2013 Fantasy Baseball Champions. Congratulations to all 
who participated.  Overall, the events were an absolute success! 

 
School Transition Work Continues 
 

School Site Transition Teams, the District Transition Support Team and the Community 
Partners’ Transition Committee are continuing to meet to facilitate and support the 
transition process for the families and staff of closing school sites. 
 

Families have until today at 6 p.m. to participate in the After School Enrollment Lottery. So 
far, hundreds of families have filled out and turned in lottery slips. Parents will be notified 
about the results during the first week of June. Parents that missed out on the lottery will 
still have an opportunity to enroll or get on the waiting list. Enrollment for all programs is all 
year long. The Communication Partners’ Transition Committee is also working to provide 
parents placed on waiting lists with alternative programs and other resources for after-
school care.  
 
Blending activities are underway. On Monday, students from Washington and William Land 
will take a walking field trip to Southside Park where they will engage in team building 
activities by grade level. Mark Hopkins students will be taking walking field trips to Rosa 
Parks on Monday, Thursday and Tuesday, May 28. 
 


