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TTeeaacchhiinngg  aanndd  LLeeaarrnniinngg      

 
SCUSD Awarded Grants to Expand Programs 
 

The California Department of Education this week notified SCUSD that it intends to award 
the district grants totaling $986,750 to implement new after-school programs at Rosemont 
and Health Professions high schools and to expand before- and after-school programs at 
five elementary schools. 
 
The $484,000 in 21st Century funding for Rosemont and Health Professions will provide 
family literacy services and programs aimed at providing equitable access to career and 
college and through academic and life skills.  
 

Another $502,750 will support expansion of before- and after-school programs and summer 
learning at the following sites: Martin Luther King Jr. K-8; Ethel Phillips; Golden Empire; 
Cesar Chavez and Isador Cohen. 
 
Congratulations to the team that worked to secure this funding! 

 
ELA Common Core Parent Workshops 
 

On Tuesday, SCUSD hosted the final session of the first round of ELA Common Core 
parent/guardian workshop series for this school year. The session was attended by 30 
parents and community members from schools across the district. 
 
The workshop series introduced parents to the various components of the English Language 
Arts (ELA) Common Core State Standards. This session focused on the ELA Common Core 
Standards for writing. Parents received an introduction to the standards and the new 
assessment questions by practicing a sample writing exercise. This activity allowed parents 
to experience the type of work their children will engage in as the district implements the 
Common Core Standards. 
 
Participants shared strategies for supporting children at home with meeting the 
expectations of the Common Core Standards.  The workshop series will be offered again 
during the 2013-14 school year. The final session for the parent workshop series on the 
Math Common Core Standards for this school year will take place on April 30.  



 

SCUSD Schools Participate in Pilot of Smarter Balance Assessments 
 

Genevieve Didion K-8 School and Washington Elementary School students participated this 
month in a pilot of the new online Smarter Balanced Assessments which are tied to the 
California Common Core State Standards. 
 
The students in teachers Kelli Marang and Kelly Dighero’s classes at Didion and teacher Kim 
Williams’ class at Washington, typed responses, wrote essays, calculated math problems 
using graphs and arrays and responded to videos as part of the assessments. Students also 
worked together on a project that required them to complete certain tasks on-line. 
Washington Principal Richard Dixon shared that “as the week progressed, the students 
became very clear about the need to support their statements with textual evidence and 
analysis. They understood the need to train themselves to think to that level in preparation 
for Smarter Balanced Assessments, and it became ‘more real’ for them as a result.” 
 

CDE Releases First-Ever Disaggregated Suspension, Expulsion Data 
 

The California Department of Education released suspension, expulsion and truancy data 
today that, for the first time, looks at the number of students suspended in addition to the 
total number of suspensions. This data is now available through the California Longitudinal 
Pupil Achievement Data System (CALPADS), which allows CDE to disaggregate numbers in a 
new way and provide this baseline data. The data shows that a small percentage of students 
– 5.7 percent – accounted for all public school suspensions statewide in 2011-12. Many of 
these students had multiple suspensions throughout the year. According to CDE, the 
information is being released to help districts pinpoint, support and help these at-risk 
students with multiple suspensions and thereby lower suspension rates. 
 
Using this data (the number of students suspended in a year as opposed to the number of 
total suspensions), CDE has calculated that SCUSD has a suspension rate of 6.4 percent, 
which is lower than every other surrounding district and 1.8 percent lower than the 
Sacramento County total. It is nearly on par with the state (0.7 percent higher). 
 
Reflecting national numbers, the CDE data also shows that African American students are 
suspended at a disproportionately high rate in California. SCUSD numbers also reflect this 
disproportionality. Of the 3,271 students in Sacramento City Unified’s LEA (which includes 
charter schools) who were suspended in 2011-12, about 38 percent – 1,241 – were African 
American. About 33 percent were Latino, which is lower than the percentage of Latino 
students in our schools (Latinos make up 36.8 percent of SCUSD’s total student population) 
and not disproportional. 
 
Because this data reporting and collection system is new, there are some discrepancies 
between CDE’s numbers and our numbers regarding suspensions (numbers we have 
reported in the past are higher than the state’s numbers). This is also true for expulsions. 
For example, CDE reports only one expulsion for SCUSD in 2011-12; we recorded 13. By 



design, SCUSD expels far fewer students than other districts in the state because we offer 
alternative programs within the district for struggling students, such as the Success 
Academy, Capital City, American Legion and Accelerated Academy.  
 
We are also working to improve the climate and culture of schools and keep students in 
class through programs that promote and teach positive behavior and life skills, like our 
NoVo Foundation-funded Social and Emotional Learning initiative. Programs that target 
struggling and at-risk teens, such as the Men’s Leadership Academy and Restorative Justice, 
will also yield dividends in this area as we move forward.  
 
Finally, SCUSD’s truancy rate as reported by the state does not align with our own truancy 
data (the rate the state is reporting is much lower). We are working with our student 
tracking systems to understand why the numbers are different and to ensure that our 
system is capturing the correct data for reporting to the state. Please be aware that we are 
not the only district that has noted discrepancies. 
 

OOppeerraattiioonnss  

 

SB 39 
 

Superintendent Raymond testified before the Senate Education Committee Wednesday on 
behalf of SB 39, co-authored by Senator Kevin De Leόn and Senate pro Tem Darrell 
Steinberg. SB 39 would allow the state to use funds generated by Proposition 39 to award 
energy efficiency upgrade projects on a competitive basis to economically disadvantaged 
school communities. Proposition 39, passed by voters in November, closed a corporate tax 
loophole, generating funds for job creation and school retrofitting. Superintendent 
Raymond testified that energy efficiency upgrades would help the district lower operational 
costs, which will save us money and help us bring back positions that we’ve lost over the 
last few years; improve student health, which would improve attendance and help with 
funding loss; and boost student academic performance by giving children and staff modern 
and sustainable learning environments.  
 

Bond Steering Committee 
 

The initial meeting of the Bond Steering Committee was held on Tuesday at the Serna 
Center. The committee will advise Superintendent Raymond on setting priorities for bond 
funded projects. Superintendent Raymond will then make recommendations to the Board 
of Education, which will decide on projects. 
 
The group will also advise Superintendent Raymond on a timeline and help establish 
constraints. Members of the committee include parents, community members, community 
partners, collective bargaining partners, business leaders and others. 

 



CCoommmmuunniittyy  EEnnggaaggeemmeenntt  

 
Be Brave, Be You 
 

SCUSD’s second annual Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Questioning and Ally (LGBTQA) 
Youth Leadership Conference took place Saturday, April 6, at Sol Collective. Students 
attended the event from schools throughout the Sacramento area. This all-day event 
included discussions, workshops and panels to discuss the issues that LGBTQA youth and 
students face in schools. School Board Member Jay Hansen participated on a panel, along 
with rapper/performer Century Got Bars, Sacramento Police Officer Michael Edell, US Air 
Force veteran Amanda Arredondo, Gender Health Center Office Manager Rachael Hudson 
and Attorney Miles Whitney.   
 

Parents as Partners in Schools at Susan B. Anthony  
 
Susan B. Anthony Elementary School’s first cohort of Parents as Partners in Schools was 
launched on Tuesday by SCUSD’s FACE office. Thirteen Hmong parents and community 
members are participating. The purpose of Parents as Partners in Schools is to help parents 
communicate with school staff, learn how to be a part of parent networks to improve their 
child’s school, learn how to help their child succeed in school and develop leadership skills 
and the feeling of joint ownership with schools. 
 
The group meets every Tuesday evening at the school. The last session is scheduled for May 
21. These participants, along with others who finished the program at other school sites, 
will be invited to a program celebration scheduled for Thursday, May 30 at Serna Center. 

 
School Transition Work Continues 
 

School Site Transition Teams, the District Transition Support Team and the Community 
Partners’ Transition Committee are continuing to meet to facilitate and support the 
transition process for the families and staff of closing school sites.  The Transportation 
Department continues to review plans for transporting students from designated closed 
sites. The department is analyzing approved stops used in previous years.  No final decisions 
have been made with regard to transporting students affected by school closure.  
 
Other transition work underway includes:  

 Equipment and material audits will be conducted in late May at closing sites to 
ensure accountability for inventory once moves take place. 

 Summer work at receiving sites has been detailed and prioritized. 

 Youth Development will be conducting orientation meetings and taking applications 
in mid-May at both closing and receiving sites to better serve parents interested in 
accessing the after-school programs at receiving sites for the 2013-14 school year. 



 School Site Transition Teams are participating in blending activities to bring students 
and families together into the new receiving sites.  Examples include: 

1) Invitations to parents/students to tour new schools 
2) Field trips to new schools 
3) Invitations to Open House, Multicultural Fairs, STAR Fair 
4) Pen pal exchanges 
5) Art project exchanges 

 Community Partners’ Transition Committee members have attended and reported 
back about Site Transition meetings.  In addition, they have offered 
suggestions/recommendations for keeping the community informed of the 
transition progress. The committee members were also informed of the formation 
of the 7-11 Committee and given a flyer and application information to share with 
their constituencies. 

 
Youth Quest Conference and Rally 
 

SCUSD Youth Engagement Services along with Rosemont High School staff supervised a field 
trip for 27 SCUSD students to participate in the 14th Annual Youth Quest Conference 
presented by California Youth Advocacy Network on April 8 at the Sheraton Grand Hotel in 
downtown Sacramento. Rosemont youth leaders representing the school’s Student 
Advisory Council (SAC), the Sacramento Youth Leadership Program (SYLP) and Rosemont’s 
Black Student Union (BSU) joined 600 other youth advocates from all over the state to raise 
awareness about tobacco use and secondhand smoke exposure. Students carried signs and 
marched from 12th and J Streets to the West Steps of the Capitol to a rally. 
 
The Rosemont youth leaders expressed excitement to bring information back to their school 
to form a coalition called “Better Education to All” to raise awareness and fight against the 
teen influences of alcohol, tobacco and drugs. 

 
C.P. Huntington and C.K. McClatchy Students Appear in CELDT Training Video  
  

SCUSD recently partnered with the Sacramento County Office of Education to update 
training videos for teachers who administer the California English Language Development 
Test (CELDT). English Learner students at two schools -- C.P. Huntington Elementary and C.K. 
McClatchy High School -- were videotaped by Iron Mountain Films, the contractor working 
with SCOE on the videos, demonstrating responses to the test. The videos will be used 
throughout California and made their debut last week at the SCOE. 


