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TTeeaacchhiinngg  aanndd  LLeeaarrnniinngg      
 

CAHSEE Testing 
 

High school sophomores were administered the California High School Exit Exams (CAHSEE) 
this week. Tenth graders took the English language arts section of the test on Tuesday and 
the math section on Wednesday. Twelfth grade students who have not passed also had the 
opportunity to take the test. This was the last opportunity seniors have to take the test to 
be able to receive scores before graduation.  
 
Students who do not pass one or both parts of the CAHSEE in grade 10 have up to two 
opportunities in grade 11 to try again; seniors have at least three and up to five 
opportunities to retake the part or parts of the exam not yet passed. The passing score for 
the mathematics exam is 55 percent or a scale score of 350. The passing score for the ELA 
exam of CAHSEE is 60 percent or a scale score of 350. 
 

Achievement Gap Coalition 
 

SCUSD has convened a Closing the Achievement Gap Coalition consisting of a diverse team 
of stakeholders including members of the business community, faith-based representatives, 
partners from community services organizations, and district staff representing various 
departments and school sites. The initial meeting of the coalition took place on Tuesday, 
March 12 at Serna. The team will engage in a process to analyze and study the disparate 
achievement and outcomes of racial/ethnic minority students in the district with a focus on 
developing a set of recommendations for district policy, processes, and practice which will 
be made to the Superintendent and Board of Education. Although the district has 
experienced incremental growth in student achievement, there is still a great amount of 
attention and work required to bring the performance of racial/ethnic minority students on 
par with that of white and high performing Asian groups. The district recognizes that a more 
laser-like focus on the issues contributing to the persistence of the achievement gap is 
essential if we are to ensure that every child actualizes the goals and promise of college and 
career readiness outlined in our Strategic Plan.  
 

Pathways to Prosperity Network 
 

Last week, staff from SCUSD, Sacramento County of Education and Los Rios Community 
College District attended the Pathways to Prosperity Network, a collaboration of states, 



Jobs for the Future and the Pathways to Prosperity Project at Harvard Graduate School of 
Education that seeks to ensure that many more youth complete high school and attain a 
postsecondary credential with currency in the labor market.  Each participating state is 
engaging educators and employers in building a system of grades 9-14 career pathways, 
combining high school and community college.  Such pathways are intended to launch 
young people into initial careers, while leaving open the prospect of further education.   

 
The network emerged as a result of the interest generated by the Harvard Graduate School 
of Education report, Pathways to Prosperity:  Meeting the Challenge of Preparing Young 
Americans for the 21st Century.  According to the report, roughly half of all young Americans 
arrive in their mid-twenties without the skills or labor market credentials essential for 
success in today’s increasing demanding economy.  One reason is the nation’s overreliance 
on a single four-year college pathway to help young people make the transition from high 
school to working life.  The report calls for an intensive effort from employers, educators 
and government and non-profit leaders to build pathways that link work and learning and 
are aligned with labor market demand.  From this call to action, the state Pathways to 
Prosperity Network was formed. The Sacramento and Long Beach regions have been 
selected as pilot sites for California.   

 
State and regional stakeholders together lead the work in each Pathways to Prosperity 
state, focusing initially on two or three regional labor markets.  The long-term goal is to 
create statewide systems of career pathways that serve most students.  Key sectors of the 
economy identified for pathways building across the states include information technology, 
health care and advance manufacturing.  
 

Linked Learning District Leadership Institute  
 

On March 5 and 6, thirteen SCUSD staff and partners attended the California Linked 
Learning Initiative District Leadership Residency in Oakland.  The focus of the residency was 
to provide northern CA Linked Learning districts the opportunity to learn about and from 
Oakland USD’s successes and challenges as they strive to develop a balanced system of 
instruction, assessment, and accountability aligned to support their graduate profile.  
Participants of the residency visited Oakland USD Linked Learning Pathways to learn about 
the various program models and engage with students and staff.  Participants also attended 
workshops facilitated by Oakland district and pathway staff to understand the infrastructure 
of Oakland USD that enables Linked Learning pathways to continue thriving in terms of 
work-based learning opportunities for students, partnerships with community, industry and 
post-secondary institutions, expanding afterschool programs to support pathway students 
and the implementation of ELA Common Core. 
 
On the second day of the residency, SCUSD staff debriefed the learning and take-aways 
from the pathway visits and workshops to inform our continued effort to address the 
essential question: How can the aligned effort of Common Core and Linked Learning drive 
system change so all SCUSD students graduate college and career ready?  The team 
identified many elements of the Oakland USD’s graduate profile, work-based learning, 



afterschool program and communication strategies for establishing and sustaining 
partnerships that are of value added to inform our own development and/or revision.  
Participants of the residency will be sharing the identified elements as they engage in 
various committees (i.e. Graduate Profile Committee, Linked Learning District Steering 
Committee, District Broad-Based Coalition, After School Programs, etc.). 
 

Common Core Standards Leadership Cohort (English Language Arts) 
 

Teacher leaders and site administrators from all district schools met on Wednesday to 
examine the English Language Arts (ELA) Common Core Standards and their implications for 
teaching and learning.  Participants focused on designing integrated units of study and 
instructional plans that incorporate the language arts of reading, writing, speaking, listening 
and viewing.  Emphasis was placed on the Common Core text types or genres and the 
pedagogical shifts required by the standards.  This workshop provided participants with a 
systematic model to implement the Common Core within a learning environment rich in 
collaboration, communication, creativity and critical thinking. 
 

2013 Festival of Music 
 

The SCUSD Middle School Music Program hosted its annual All City Orchestra and Band 
concert Wednesday, March 13, at John F. Kennedy High School auditorium. Over 50 
students performed eight pieces ranging in style from Bach’s Concerto in D Major to an 
African Marching Song to a “James Bond-ish” Spy Chase. Directors included Kari Zimny, 
Patricia Wassum, Jennifer Nakayama, Elizabeth Hernandez and Anna Kachigan. The finale, a 
bold piece named “Critical Mass”, directed by Jeremy Hammond received a standing 
ovation. In attendance were Superintendent Raymond, two former SCUSD Music Directors 
and Board member Darrell Woo, as well as a full house of family and friends of the student 
musicians. 
 

SCUSD Strings Program:  Overture 
 

Fruitridge Elementary School’s El Sistema-inspired orchestra program, Overture, 
participated in the second field trip for 2012-2013 on Friday, March 15. The day began with 
the student orchestra performing at Sac State’s Capistrano Hall. Then the group travelled to 
the Mondavi Center in Davis to attend a performance by the St. Louis Symphony, one of the 
country’s top Orchestras. The Overture students have been learning a piece that the St. 
Louis Symphony performed, linking their learning to a real world event. The first field trip in 
October of 2012 took the students to Berkeley to experience Gustavo Dudamel conducting 
the Simone Bolivar Youth Orchestra from Venezuala, El Sistema’s signature orchestra. These 
field trips have been made possible through a partnership between SCUSD and Sacramento 
Youth Symphony and Sac State Music Department. 
 
 
 



OOppeerraattiioonnss  

 

SCUSD Passes Lunch Menu Validation 
 

The Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010 mandates that all school districts participating in 
the national School Lunch Program comply with a new menu pattern beginning July 1, 2012. 
The act also allocated an additional reimbursement of six cents per lunch for districts that 
meet certification. In addition, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) mandates that 
the California Department of Education (CDE) must conduct a menu validation review at all 
districts with more than 40,000 students. This is an on-site visit to affirm that the Nutrition 
Services-certified menus offered to students daily meet the new menu pattern at each 
serving line.  
 
CDE certified SCUSD district menus for compliance January 22, 2013, and scheduled the on-
site validation review for this week. Findings from this review could have meant a fiscal 
sanction and the return of the additional six cents. The CDE reviewed nine breakfast and 
lunch meal services at six schools (John F. Kennedy, Mark Twain, West Campus, Martin 
Luther King Jr., Language Academy and California Middle) and found all meals in 
compliance. CDE praised the district for the stellar effort by both school site and nutrition 
staff to ensure that students receive appropriately balanced lunches, access to a variety of 
fruits and vegetables and entrée choices to meet the diversity of preferences across the 
district and grade levels. Congratulations! 
  

CCoommmmuunniittyy  EEnnggaaggeemmeenntt  

 

Foster Youth Tour College Campuses 
 

Through SCUSD’s Foster Youth Services “Ready Set Fly!” college tours, 35 high school 
students and 17 middle school students have attended at least one tour of the following 
college campuses: Santa Rosa Community College, UC Davis, Stanford University, Sonoma 
State University, CSUS, Sierra Community College and UC Merced. There are three more 
college campus tours scheduled for UC Berkeley, Lake Tahoe Community College and the 
San Francisco Art Institute in March, April and May 2013.  Students also meet during their 
lunch break to discuss the college tours, the experience of being on a college campus and 
how to obtain these post-secondary goals. 
 

New Workshop Series for Parent Engagement Staff 
 

The Family and Community Engagement Office (FACE) Parent Engagement and Training 
Department is launching a new series of skill-building workshops to provide technical 
assistance for staff that provides parent engagement at school sites. 
 
Starting on Monday, March 18, with “Facilitation Basics,” the workshops will be held at the 
Serna Center Parent Resource Center Conference Room for one hour each session. The 



workshops address common challenges that parent engagement staff face -- such as 
planning a parent workshop, marketing programs at the school site or conducting an 
effective meeting -- to name a few. There will be two additional workshops this spring: 
Implementing a Parent Workshop (April 22) and Asset Mapping (June 3). The rest of the 
workshop series is scheduled for the fall of 2013. 
 
The long term goal for the workshop series is to build capacity for staff at school sites, in 
order to better engage parents and meet their needs. The workshops may be taken singly 
or as a series. The series was created in response to requests from school site staff, and all 
workshops will be offered by the FACE Family Partnership Facilitators.  
 
The SCUSD FACE Department continues to work with school sites, by offering workshops 
such as Parents as Partner in Schools and by creating Parent Resource Centers.  
 

School Transition Work Continues 
 

School Transition Information Clinics were held this week at C.B. Wire, Fruit Ridge, 
Washington and Mark Hopkins. The clinics provided information on new school boundaries, 
Open Enrollment, Special Education services, before- and after-school programs and Child 
Development preschool programs. Translators were available at each.  
 
In addition, the district extended the Open Enrollment window by three days to ensure that 
every family has ample opportunity to avail themselves of this option. Also this week: 
 

 Site Transition Teams have begun to meet to exchange information about school 
communities and programs. 

 A Community Partners Transition Committee is being formed and invitations are 
being sent this week. 

 District Transition Support Team continuing to work on transition details.  All 
departments have roles and responsibilities in this process. 

 
On Wednesday, March 20 at 8:15 a.m., Rosa Parks Middle School and Mark Hopkins 
Elementary will host a joint Parent Breakfast Information Session in the Rosa Parks library to 
gather additional feedback on Rosa Parks’ possible transition to a K-8. Both schools have 
already begun gathering input on the topic from members of their community, including 
their School Site Councils, ELAC’s and staffs. Translators and child care will be available at 
the breakfast. 

 
 

 
 


