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SCUSD Linked Learning Pathways Open Their Doors 
 

In an effort to promote Linked Learning, SCUSD’s signature approach to high school 
redesign and to provide legislative personnel with a day-in-the-life of a Linked Learning 
pathway, three SCUSD Linked Learning pathways showcased their work this week. First on 
the tour was the Technology, Engineering and Design (TED) pathway located at Hiram 
Johnson High School. The visitors learned about pathway outcomes and observed 
instruction in the biology, English and engineering classes.  At School of Engineering and 
Sciences (SES), visitors learned about the professional learning needed to grow and sustain 
quality Linked Learning pathways and observed instruction in science, math and engineering 
classes.  Thursday morning Health Professions High School showcased its work. Principal 
Ann Curtis provided information regarding the integrated approach to instruction across all 
disciplines. Then came a student showcase and classroom visits.   
 
Monday’s visitors included: Jennifer Ortega, America’s Edge; Hilary McLean, Linked Learning 
Alliance; Cathy McBride, the Governor’s Education Advisor; and Capitol staffers Jody Martin, 
Lisa Giroux, Roger Mackenson and Amber Alexander. 
 
Thursday’s visitors to Health Professions High School included: Dave Butler, LEED; former 
West Virginia Governor Bob Wise, president of Alliance for Excellent Education; Darrell 
Parsons, CDE; Paul Sherfy, Emily Galbreth and Ms. McLean, Linked Learning Alliance; Ms. 
McBride; Jackie Wong from Senator Steinberg’s office, and Capitol staffers Kelly Clark and 
Ms. Alexander.     
 

Common Core State Standards Professional Development 
 

Teachers representing nearly every school in the district attended Common Core State 
Standards training on Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday at Serna Center. These trainings 
concluded Session Two of the CCSS work in mathematics. A new session will be held in 
February. This week, the training focused on lesson planning, analyzing student work and 
making the instructional shifts necessary to teach the new math standards, which are more 
rigorous. 
 
 



SCUSD Collaborates with Oakland, Washoe County Districts on SEL 
 

SCUSD staff met with counterparts from the Oakland and Washoe County school districts 
this week – in Oakland – to collaborate on Social and Emotional Learning (SEL) initiatives. 
The three districts are in the Collaborative for Academic, Social and Emotional Learning 
eight-district cohort. All four schools in SCUSD’s pilot SEL program – C.K. McClatchy, 
California Middle, Sutterville Elementary and Leataata Floyd Elementary – were represented 
this week at the collaborative meeting. 
 

OOppeerraattiioonnss  

 

Flags at Half-Staff 
 

President Obama today ordered flags at public buildings to be flown at half-staff through 
sunset on December 18 to honor the victims of the school shooting in Newton, Connecticut. 
SCUSD forwarded the President’s proclamation order to our schools. 

 
Website Changes 
 

This month marks the one-year anniversary of our new SCUSD website. Webmaster Andrea 
Landis has been analyzing how visitors use the site and has received valuable feedback on 
what is working and what can be improved.  
 
Starting next week, changes will be made that will make the website more intuitive to use. 
This includes a simplified navigation bar focused on programs and services for our students 
and their families. Important internal links like the “Offices and Departments” section will 
move up to the top navigation bar next to the Employee Intranet and Employment sections.  
 
Ms. Landis will also be adding tools for staff to easily find information on the website. 
Please note, these changes do not alter any of the content of the department pages. They 
simply provide another way for visitors to find valuable resources. 
 
SCUSD 2.0 Changes: 
 

 Focus on school programs and district initiatives 

 Simplified navigation bar 

o Offices and Departments and Board of Education links moved to Top Navigation 

Bar 

 Alphabetical department directory 

 ISO form directory 

 



CCoommmmuunniittyy  EEnnggaaggeemmeenntt  

 

LGBTQ Foster Youth Focus Groups 
 

The Connect Center’s LGBTQ Support Services, in collaboration with the district’s Foster 
Youth Services program and the Sacramento LGBTQ Foster Youth Task Force, held a focus 
group with several current and former foster youth who also identify as lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender or questioning (LGBTQ) on Monday. The youth provided thoughtful 
and meaningful feedback about their experience in the foster youth system, while enjoying 
food and discussing community resources. The anecdotal information gathered will be used 
by the Sacramento LGBTQ Foster Youth Task Force to identify and address training needs 
within the foster care system. These trainings will target CPS social workers, foster agencies 
and foster families. By engaging the youth in the process of creating these trainings, 
services can be delivered in more culturally competent ways. 
 

LGBTQ Support Services e-Newsletter 
 

The SCUSD Connect Center’s LGBTQ Support Services has published its third e-newsletter. 
The newsletter is sent out to students, staff and community partners throughout the 
Sacramento area to increase knowledge of available programs and services for the district’s 
LGBTQ student population and their families. The winter edition featured the publication’s 
first submission by an SCUSD student. The newsletter is a part of the district’s ongoing 
efforts to support its LGBTQ youth and to provide invaluable information about resources 
and community events.  
 

Family Engagement at C.P. Huntington 
 

SCUSD’s Family and Community Engagement (FACE) Department opened a new Parent 
Resource Center on Wednesday at C.P. Huntington Elementary School. The grand opening 
featured a ribbon-cutting ceremony and refreshments hosted by Principal Jacquie Bonini 
and C.P. Huntington PTA prior to the school’s special winter program for families.  
 
The Parent Resource Center was designed and implemented by a core group of C.P. 
Huntington’s PTA and ELAC parents, with structure and guidance provided by the SCUSD 
FACE department. To begin the process, C.P. Huntington parents were surveyed to 
determine interest in potential topics for future trainings and workshops. Next, the room 
was identified, furnishings obtained, and clean-up and space planning began. 
 
The C. P. Huntington Parent Resource Center, furnished with computers, tables for 
meetings and a small children’s play area, will now be open daily for parent use, and will be 
the site for all future parent meetings and trainings. The room is stocked with resource 
information from the school, the district and the community. 
 
The SCUSD FACE Department continues to work with school sites, so that every school in 
the district will have a Parent Resource Center by 2014. Other school sites that FACE is 



currently working with this year include C.K. McClatchy, Caleb Greenwood and Sequoia, to 
name a few. 
 
 


