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New America Media Fellows Visit SCUSD 
 

A group of New America Media association fellows visited SCUSD on Friday to learn more 
about the district’s implementation of the CA Common Core State Standards. New America 
Media is the first and largest association of journalists from more than 3,000 ethnic media 
outlets in the country. The fellows, who are all new to the area of educational reporting, 
visited Rosa Parks Middle School to observe classrooms implementing the CA Common Core 
State Standards and met with site and district administrators to learn about the professional 
development and infrastructure needed to support the implementation. 
 
Prior to the visit, the journalists engaged with Assistant Superintendent of Curriculum and 
Instruction, Dr. Iris Taylor, who participated on a panel discussion comprised of 
representatives from the Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational Fund (MALDEF) 
and Children Now. The panel focused on building the fellows’ knowledge of the various 
factors impacting the implementation Common Core State Standards at the national, state 
and district levels. As a result of their visit, the fellows will report on what they have learned 
about the Common Core State Standards through the various media organizations for 
whom they work. 

 
Social and Emotional Learning Community Training 
 

The Office of Family and Community Engagement hosted its first Social and Emotional 
Learning Community Training on Monday at the Serna Center. Nineteen 
parents/community members attended. The group was receptive and eager to learn what 
Social and Emotional Learning (SEL) is and what the district plans to do with this new 
initiative. The training was facilitated by Hector Montenegro and Sue Keister from the 
Collaborative for Academic, Social and Emotional Learning (CASEL), as well as Koua Franz, 
Chief of Family and Community Engagement. 
 
The participants received an overview of SEL and worked in groups of four to five on their 
perspective of SEL. Each group also strategized on how they can be a part of the SEL 
initiative and what the district can do to support parents and community members to bring 
awareness to school sites. Overall, all of the participants were excited about SEL and shared 



many innovative ideas for making SEL a priority as well as building awareness. Some ideas 
included: Creating a Facebook page on SEL; creating a play on SEL; and creating a SEL flash 
mob. 
 
As the SEL Planning Team continues to craft SEL professional learning in the district, another 
group of district managers and school site staff attended the SEL “how” training held at 
Pacific Elementary on Tuesday. Fifteen staff members attended. Some of the participants 
were hearing SEL for the first time while others have attended the SEL “what” training.  
While the SEL “what” training focused on building SEL awareness, this group of 
management staff received the SEL “how” training which focused on how SEL connects to 
academic achievement, positive student development and how SEL is taught and learned.  
This group also showed enthusiasm for SEL and plans to support the district in this work. 
 

Fall Graduation 
 

In keeping with tradition, SCUSD hosted a Fall Graduation ceremony on Tuesday for high 
school students who fell short of earning enough credits (or who failed to pass the exit 
exam) in time to graduate with their peers in June. 
 
Sixty-four students from seven high schools were invited to attend the ceremony. About 
half – 36 – attended. The commencement address was given by SCUSD Board of Education 
Vice President Darrel Woo. Area Assistant Superintendent Sara Noguchi also made remarks. 
 

OOppeerraattiioonnss  

 

Custodial cleaning crews 
 

This week, the district’s five-person High School Crew and the four-person 2X2 Crew 
provided extra custodial support and extra cleaning to the following sites: John F. Kennedy, 
John Morse, Pony Express, Hiram Johnson, Maple, Woodbine, C.K. McClatchy, Harkness, 
Huntington, Rosemont, Father Keith B. Kenny, Oak Ridge, Luther Burbank, Joseph Bonnheim 
and Fruit Ridge. 
 
These teams will continue to rotate through district high schools and high-needs sites to 
provide as much support as possible for our schools. 
 
In addition, Operations Support Services conducted six training sessions for custodial staff 
and site plant managers. Topics addressed included proper operation of custodial 
equipment (auto scrubbers, buffers, vacuums, extractors, leaf blowers and power washers); 
cleaning techniques for blood-borne pathogens; cafeteria table safety; and proper cleaning 
chemical use.  
 



CCoommmmuunniittyy  EEnnggaaggeemmeenntt  

 

Parent/Teacher Home Visit Project Convention 
 

The sixth national gathering of the Parent/Teacher Home Visit Project took place in Denver 
last weekend. Sacramento teachers, parents and community members were among the 260 
participants who represented more than a dozen states. In the past year, PTHVP national 
network partners trained 2,577 teachers in 209 participating K-12 sites, and conducted 
13,391 home visits.  
 
Several SCUSD sites received training to pilot Academic Parent/Teacher Team conferences 
as the next step in the family engagement continuum connecting home visits, teaching and 
learning in the classroom and common core standards. 
 
Highlights of the conference included workshops run by several Sacramento parents and 
educators and testimony of parents and teachers from around the country including 
Stephanie Smith from Oak Ridge Elementary. Sacramento's home visit project collaborative 
(Sacramento City Teachers Association, SCUSD and Area Congregations Together) 
celebrates its 10th year as a nonprofit organization and PTHVP showed many video news 
clips of years gone by.  
          


