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TTeeaacchhiinngg  aanndd  LLeeaarrnniinngg      

 

ELA Common Core Parent Workshop Series 
 

SCUSD hosted the first session of the Common Core parent/guardian workshop series on 
Tuesday. The session was attended by 39 parents and community members from schools 
across the district. The workshops are constructed as a series of sessions each designed to 
introduce parents to the various components of the English Language Arts (ELA) Common 
Core state standards. 
 
The initial session focused on the standards for reading informational texts. Parents read an 
informational text selection, an excerpt from Strategic Plan 2010-2014 and responded to 
text-based questions that allowed them to experience the type of work that their children 
will experience as the district implements the Common Core Standards. Participants shared 
strategies for supporting children at home with meeting the expectations of the Common 
Core Standards. Future sessions will introduce parents to the Common Core writing, 
speaking and listening and language standards. Another parent/guardian workshop series 
on the Math Common Core Standards will begin on November 27.  
 

Grantor Visit to SCUSD 
 

On Thursday, a group of elementary schools participating in the Math Common Core work 
were visited by two representatives from the philanthropic organization that has provided 
funding for the initiative. During the visits, the representatives were able to interact with 
students and see how teachers are implementing what has been learned in the professional 
learning sessions. 
 
This is the district’s first year implementing the Math Common Core and teachers have only 
participated in one professional learning session. The representatives were pleased with the 
progress teachers are making thus far. They are excited about the direction that the district 
is taking with the Math Common Core work and how it is already transforming teaching and 
learning. Subsequent site visits are scheduled for the spring when the representatives will 
have the opportunity to see how the work has continued to advance. 
 



CDE Visits Fern Bacon’s After-School Program 
 

The entire 40-member California Department of Education After School Division visited the 
Fern Bacon Middle School after-school program on October 31. The members represent the 
analysts and consultants that provide technical assistance and compliance review for the 
entire state. The After School Division came out for their professional development, team 
building and to experience a quality middle school after-school program. The members 
engaged with the 130-student program from 1:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. The visit was hosted by 
SCUSD’s Youth Engagement Services team and the team was greeted by Principal Nancy 
Purcell and the Fern Bacon administration. The CDE After School Division participated in 
academic intervention, enrichment courses, supper and fun, active challenges. At the end of 
the visit, CDE gave the Fern Bacon team, including City Year, a standing ovation for their 
stellar and quality program and the amazing impact they are making on students and 
families.  

 

OOppeerraattiioonnss  

 

Greenbuild  
 

Superintendent Raymond and SCUSD’s Center for Green School Fellow Farah McDill 
attended the U.S. Green Building Council’s Greenbuild International Conference and Expo in 
San Francisco this week. Launched in 2002, Greenbuild is the world's largest conference and 
expo dedicated to green building. The event brings together industry leaders, experts and 
frontline professionals dedicated to sustainable building. The event also included many 

LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) workshops. LEED is a voluntary, 
consensus-based, market-driven program that provides third-party verification of green 
buildings. From individual buildings and homes, to entire neighborhoods and communities, 
LEED is transforming the way built environments are designed, constructed and operated. 
Comprehensive and flexible, LEED addresses the entire lifecycle of a building.  
 

CCoommmmuunniittyy  EEnnggaaggeemmeenntt  

 

Hates Crimes Education Forum 
 

SCUSD Youth Development Support Services in partnership with Hmong Women’s Heritage 
Association and The Organization of Chinese Americans held the 4th Annual Hate Crimes 
Education Forum on Wednesday at Luther Burbank High School. More than 150 students 
from Burbank, Hiram Johnson, Grant and West Campus high schools attended this year’s 
forum titled “Don’t be a Hater, Be Something Greater.” Youth leaders facilitated interactive 
workshops, participated as MCs and were speakers during the forum addressing attitudes, 
beliefs and actions that contribute to hate crimes in our community. 
 



 
Community agencies such as Wells Fargo, WEAVE, La Familia, Sacramento County Sheriff’s 
Department, Asian Resources Incorporated, Hmong’s Women’s Heritage, State Farm, My 
Sister’s House and AT&T provided information for students, who also enjoyed a dance 
performance by Burbank teens, a spoken word performance delivered by an AmeriCorps 
Mentor and a video clip developed by SCUSD. In addition, students participated in a pledge 
activity: “Building a Wall Against Hate.” Basim Elkarra, executive director of the Council on 
American-Islamic Relations and SCUSD Board President Diana Rodriquez also made 
presentations.  
 

Sacramento Youth Leadership Program 
 
Sixty-five SCUSD high school students attended the Sacramento Youth Leadership Program 
camp at Grizzly Creek Ranch in Portola from November 9-12. The camp was hosted and 
sponsored by SCUSD Youth Engagement Services, City Councilman Jay Schenirer's WayUp 
Sacramento and Youth Development Network. The students, who attend Rosemont, C.K. 
McClatchy, John F. Kennedy, American Legion, Hiram Johnson, Luther Burbank, Health 
Professions and Sacramento Charter, participated in a host of activities that assessed 
individual student strengths, created opportunities for positive, student-centered dialogue, 
promoted positive team building, further developed student leadership capacities and 
created opportunities for action planning. The camp was an extension of the Sacramento 
Youth Leadership Summer Camp at Sac State which hosted 375 participants last summer. 
 
 


