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TTeeaacchhiinngg  aanndd  LLeeaarrnniinngg      

 

SCUSD Staff Leads Training for Community Advisory Committee 
 

The Community Advisory Committee hosted its January training for parents on Tuesday. The 
session, “Teaching Your Children to Think,” was presented by district Program Specialists 
from the Special Education Department. Approximately 40 people were in attendance to 
learn about practical strategies to use with their children to teach planning, organization, 
memory and regulation strategies. 
 
This interactive workshop included differentiated strategies for both young children and 
teens. Each participant went home with easy-to-implement strategies to assist in teaching 
their children the important skills which encompass executive functioning. In simple terms, 
these are skills used to: Plan, organize and complete single tasks and longer term multi-step 
projects; build intrinsic motivation; and ease behavioral challenges that sometimes occur 
between parents and their children. 
 
Feedback from the event indicated this to be a highly desirable topic and there have been 
requests to repeat the session at a later date.  The Community Advisory Committee should 
be commended for the high quality parent training events they have hosted this school 
year. 

 
SCUSD Recognized in Linked Learning Case Study 
 

SCUSD’s efforts to improve student learning, increase graduation rates and eliminate 
achievement gaps is recognized in “Linked Learning in Sacramento: Organizing the District 
and Community for Sustainable Reform,” a case study authored by Sara Rutherford-Quach 

and Erik Rice of the Stanford Center for Opportunity Policy in Education (SCOPE). This is the 
third case study on Linked Learning undertaken by SCOPE at the request of the James Irvine 
Foundation. 
 
The study states that “in schools with Linked Learning pathways, there have been several 
early indicators of academic growth” and “decreased dropout rates provide another 
indicator of improved academic conditions and achievement outcomes at SCUSD’s small 
high schools.” 

http://edpolicy.stanford.edu/publications/pubs/705
http://edpolicy.stanford.edu/publications/pubs/705


 
The authors conclude: “After its first few years as a Linked Learning district, SCUSD has 
many accomplishments to applaud and several areas of growth upon which to reflect.” 

A copy of the full report is available at http://edpolicy.stanford.edu/ 
 

OOppeerraattiioonnss  

 

SCUSD Gets Grant Money for Safety Improvements 
 

SCUSD is receiving a $242,517 Secure Our Schools (SOS) federal grant for school site safety 
improvements. Initially, the money was awarded to the six-school Robla School District in 
North Sacramento. After Robla indicated it could not use the money, Sacramento Police 
Department intervened to have the funds funneled to SCUSD. The money will be used to 
buy window covering such as drapes for schools and to repair and upgrade security 
cameras.  
 

CCoommmmuunniittyy  EEnnggaaggeemmeenntt  

 

Safety Committee Meets 
 

The first meeting of the SCUSD Safety Committee was held on Wednesday. Participants 
included members of the PTA, Sacramento Police Department, Sacramento County 
Probation Department and the Fruit Ridge/Pacific Fire District. District staff, students and 
school site administrators also participated. The committee was given an overview of 
current safety practices and procedures and discussed concerns moving forward, including 
access to schools, training for staff, parents and students and allocation of services. The 
next meeting will be on February 12 at the Serna Center.  
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