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CONFIDENTIAL ITEM - (Check a Box) No: ☒  Yes: ☐ Date:  10/16/2015 

Approved by: José L. Banda, Superintendent 

To the Members of  the Board of Education 

Prepared by:  José L. Banda, Superintendent 
 

Contact Email: 

Superintendent@scusd.edu 

Subject:  School Services of California’s Sacramento Weekly Update  

 

Attached is the weekly update from School Services of California for your review. 

 

 



DATE: October 15, 2015 
 

TO: Jose Banda 

 Superintendent 
 

AT: Sacramento City Unified School District 
 

FROM: Your SSC Legislative Team 
 

RE: SSC’s Sacramento Weekly Update 
 

On Sunday, October 11, 2015, Governor Jerry Brown wrapped up this first 

year of the 2015-16 legislative session with final actions on the remaining 

bills awaiting a signature or a veto.  

Signings. Highlights of signings, since our last Weekly Update, that enact 

new laws that will affect K-12 education include:  

 Assembly Bill (AB) 30 (Chapter 767/2015)—Establishes the California 

Racial Mascots Act and prohibits, beginning January 1, 2017, all public 

schools from using the term “Redskins” for school or athletic team 

names, mascots, or nicknames. 

 AB 288 (Chapter 618/2015)—Authorizes the governing board of a 

community college district to enter into a College and Career Access 

Pathways partnership with the governing board of a school district in its 

immediate service area, to develop pathways from high school to 

California Community Colleges through dual enrollment opportunities 

for students who may not be college bound or who are underrepresented 

in higher education. In a signing message, Governor Brown said, in part: 

This bill is an example of how K-12 and higher education 

institutions can work together on a local level to solve 

problems - in this case, how to create better pathways to 

college and career for students who are struggling or are 

underrepresented in higher education. 

 AB 963 (Chapter 782/2015)—Clarifies the definition of service that can 

be reported to the California State Teachers’ Retirement System 

(CalSTRS) and remedies membership issues for individuals in classified 

positions who were erroneously reported to CalSTRS. 

 AB 1012 (Chapter 703/2015)—Defines “courses without educational 

content,” and prohibits a school district serving any of grades 9 through 

12 from assigning students to a course without educational content for 

more than one week in any semester. 
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 AB 1358 (Chapter 752/2015)—A bill sponsored by the State Building and Construction Trades Council 

to, in the Council’s words, assure that school construction projects are built to the highest standard 

using a skilled and trained workforce, aligns the process for school districts awarding contracts through 

the design-build method with the design-build process established for state and local agencies. Several 

trade associations opposed provisions of the bill that impose new pre-qualification requirements 

through mandatory project labor agreements. 

 AB 1369 (Chapter 647/2015)—Expands the description of psychological processes to include 

“phonological processing,” and requires the State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI) to 

develop program guidelines for dyslexia to assist teachers and parents to identify, assess, and better 

serve students with dyslexia. 

 AB 1391 (Chapter 706/2015)—Introduced in response to a spate of lawsuits from one lawyer regarding 

school district compliance with physical education instructional time requirements, this bill expands the 

Uniform Complaint Procedures to include complaints of noncompliance with the required minimum 

instructional minutes for physical education. This gives school districts and community members a 

nonjudicial avenue to resolve compliance issues if and when they occur. 

 Senate Bill (SB) 750 (Chapter 660/2015)—Modifies the definitions of a “long-term English learner” 

and “an English learner at risk of becoming a long-term English learner.” By expanding the range of 

qualifying factors, this change may increase the number of students identified as English learners for 

purposes of funding and provision of services. 

Vetoes. Other bills were looked upon less favorably by Governor Brown and garnered a veto: 

 AB 47 (McCarty, D-Sacramento)—Would have required, on or before June 30, 2018, all eligible 

children who would not otherwise be served by Transitional Kindergarten to have access to the state 

preschool program the year before they enter kindergarten, contingent upon the appropriation of 

sufficient funding in the annual Budget Act. Governor Brown’s veto message said, in part: 

The bill would require state preschool programs to be available to all children, who are 

not already in transitional kindergarten and are eligible for subsidies, by June 30, 2018, 

contingent on a sufficient appropriation. Last year’s education omnibus trailer bill already 

codified the intent to make preschool and other full-day, full year early education and 

care opportunities available to all low-income children. The discussion on expanding 

state preschool which takes into account rates paid to providers as well as access and 

availability for families should be considered in the budget process, as it is every year. 

 AB 101 (Alejo, D-Watsonville)—Would have required the SSPI to oversee the development of a model 

curriculum in ethnic studies and establishes an advisory committee on ethnic studies to make 

recommendations on the development of the curriculum. Governor Brown’s veto message said, in part: 

This bill would require the Superintendent of Public Instruction to oversee the 

development of a model curriculum in ethnic studies for adoption by the State Board of 

Education. This bill creates what is essentially a redundant process. The Instructional 

Quality Commission is in the midst of revising the History-Social Science Framework, 

which includes guidance on ethnic studies courses. Creating yet another advisory body 
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specific to ethnic studies would be duplicative and undermine our current curriculum 

process. 

 AB 141 (Bonilla, D-Concord)—Would have prohibited a school district, county office of education, or 

charter school from charging a beginning teacher a fee to participate in a beginning teacher induction 

program. Governor Brown’s veto message stated: 

This bill prohibits a local educational agency from charging a teacher to complete a 

beginning teacher induction program. This prohibition will create a reimbursable 

mandate estimated to cost over $100 million annually. The vast majority of local 

educational agencies provide induction and support to beginning teachers free of charge. 

I commend these entities for recognizing the importance of supporting and retaining new 

teachers. In addition to funding allocated through the Local Control Funding Formula, the 

state has provided $490 million in this year’s budget to promote educator quality over the 

next three years. Part of this funding should be used to support new teachers. Creating a 

new mandate, however, is not the answer. 

 AB 787 (Hernández, D-West Covina)—Would have prohibited a charter school from operating as, or 

being operated by, a for-profit corporation. In his veto message, Governor Brown said: 

Under this bill, beginning January 1, 2017, a charter school could not ‘operate as’ or be 

‘operated by’ a for-profit corporation. I don’t believe the case has been made to eliminate 

for-profit charter schools in California. Moreover, the somewhat ambiguous terms used 

in this bill could be interpreted to restrict the ability of non-profit charter schools to 

continue using for-profit vendors. 

 SB 320 (Lara, D-Bell Gardens)—Would have authorized the SSPI to ensure appeals regarding pupil 

fees are resolved in a timely manner and prohibits a school from establishing a local policy that 

authorizes resolution of a complaint by only providing a remedy to the complainant without also 

providing a remedy to all affected students, parents, and guardians. The bill was vetoed with the 

following message: 

This bill would modify the Uniform Complaint Procedures for pupil fee complaints by 

creating unique timelines for these types of appeals. Creating unique timelines for certain 

types of complaints makes the “Uniform Complaint Procedures” decidedly less uniform. 

I do not think we should pursue such a piecemeal approach. 

 SB 334 (Leyva, D-Chino)—Would have (1) prohibited drinking water that does not meet the United 

States Environmental Protection Agency drinking water standards for lead from being provided at a 

school facility, (2) required schools that have lead-containing plumbing components to flush all 

drinking water sources at the beginning of each schoolday, and (3) removed the authority for a school 

district governing board to adopt a resolution stating that it is unable to comply with the requirement to 

provide access to free, fresh drinking water during meal times in the food service areas. In his veto 

message, Governor Brown proffered an alternative approach: 

I agree that all California students should have access to safe drinking water but this bill 

creates a state mandate of uncertain but possibly very large magnitude. As our first order 

of business, local schools should understand the nature of their water quality problem, if 
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there is one. Accordingly, I am directing the State Water Resources Control Board to 

work with school districts and local public water systems to incorporate water quality 

testing in schools as part of their lead and copper rule. School districts should utilize this 

information to ensure all students are provided safe water. 

 SB 369 (Block, D-San Diego)—Would have required the SSPI to add an indicator to the California 

Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data System to identify pupils of military families. Governor Brown 

raised concerns about the pressure to collect even more data: 

While California is strongly committed to supporting military families, I am not 

convinced how collecting state level data serves a useful purpose. Local school districts 

already identify students of military families and apply directly for federal grants based 

on local need. This ever-relentless effort to collect and store more and more personal data 

in state computers should give us pause. 

With final action on bills, the legislative process for the regular session has concluded for the year. The 

Legislature will begin business again come January 2016. 

 
Nancy LaCasse 
Robert Miyashiro 

  



School Services of California, Inc.      October 15, 2015 

Sacramento Update  Page 5 

 

Note: School districts are now beginning to work on ways of identifying and locating former students who 

retroactively meet the new criteria for a high school diploma established by SB 172. 

 

Governor Signs Bill Allowing Diplomas for Students Who Failed Exit Exam 
 

By Fermin Leal and Theresa Harrington 

EdSource 

October 7, 2015 

 

Gov. Jerry Brown has signed a bill that will allow some students who failed the California High School 

Exit Exam to receive a high school diploma retroactively. 

Senate Bill 172 will require school districts to award diplomas to students who met every other graduation 

target but failed the exit exam, which became a requirement starting with the class of 2006. 

Brown, who signed the bill Wednesday, did not issue a comment. 

Sen. Carol Liu, D-La Cañada Flintridge, who authored the bill, initially introduced the bill because the exit 

exam is not aligned with new Common Core standards. It was later amended to remove the exit exam as a 

requirement for graduation for students who still hadn’t passed because they no longer had an opportunity 

to take the test. 

The state is no longer administering the exit exam after its contract with the test’s publisher was set to 

expire this month. May was the last time the exam was given to students. 

The law goes into effect Jan. 1. Students can contact their individual school districts to determine if they 

qualify. 

State Superintendent of Public Instruction Tom Torlakson, who sponsored the bill, said in a prepared 

statement that he applauded the governor for signing it. 

“The high school exit exam is outdated and does not reflect California’s new, more rigorous academic 

standards that emphasize skills needed to succeed in college and careers in the 21st century,” he said. “I 

look forward to convening a task force of teachers, parents, students, and education leaders to find a more 

thoughtful approach to high school graduation requirements that better suits California’s modern education 

system and higher academic standards, and that supports our ongoing statewide efforts to achieve college 

and career readiness for all students.” 

Previously, students in adult education programs were allowed to continue taking the exit exam three times 

a year, even years after they were supposed to graduate from high school. 

About 249,000 students, or 6 percent of test-takers, could not pass the test before the end of their senior 

year since it became a graduation requirement for the class of 2006. It’s unclear how many of these 

students did not receive diplomas only because they failed the test, and how many wouldn’t have graduated 

anyway because they also lacked enough credits, or did not meet grade requirements. 

The new law also calls for the state to suspend the exit exam in the 2015-16, 2016-17 and 2017-18 school 

years and to eliminate it as a graduation requirement during that time. Meanwhile, lawmakers and 
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educators will determine if the state should create a new version of the test that’s aligned with the Common 

Core State Standards, or eliminate it altogether as a graduation requirement in the future. 

Nearly 5 million students have taken the test, aimed at ensuring students graduate from high school with 

basic skills in math and English. The math portion is based on 6th- and 7th-grade math standards, along 

with some Algebra I questions. The English section is based on 8th-, 9th- and 10th-grade standards. 

Students who failed the exit exam but met all other graduation requirements were often awarded 

certificates of achievement, which are diploma-like documents. The students were encouraged to enroll in 

community colleges, which do not require diplomas for admission, or to work toward a GED diploma 

equivalency certificate. 

Still, many were prevented from applying to four-year colleges, vocational training programs, military 

service or for jobs that required a high school diploma. 

Telesis Radford, who received a certificate of completion from Santa Rosa High after missing the score 

needed to pass the exit exam by 2 points, squealed with joy when told in a phone interview Wednesday that 

the governor had signed the bill. 

“My reaction is just pure joy and happiness,” she said. “I will be able to take the phlebotomy course that I 

want to take and get the job I want to get afterward. I’ll be living my dream now.” 

Veronica Steele, a 27-year-old who received a certificate of completion from Rio Linda High, which is 

near Sacramento, said she was also excited after learning she will now be able to get her diploma and 

pursue a career as a veterinary technician. Failing the exam and not graduating, she said, negatively 

affected her. 

“It shot my confidence,” she said. “I lost complete self esteem because of that test and now that I’m going 

to get my diploma, it feels like a weight’s being lifted off my shoulder.” 

Supporters of the exit exam have said it raised the bar for graduation by encouraging students to work 

harder and pressured schools to increase their efforts to close the achievement gap. 

Retired State Superintendent of Public Instruction and former senator Jack O’Connell, who authored the 

original bill that created the exam, said he was pleased the governor signed SB 172. 

“Our high school exit exam was always designed to be a bridge to the next set of new state standards,” he 

said. “I’m a firm believer in accountability. I do think we’ll have another type of accountability system as a 

capstone to measure students’ progress. But the exit exam as we knew it was not aligned to the new 

standards and that was a problem.” 

When the exit exam bill was originally passed, it was widely supported by the business community. 

“With the CAHSEE in place, California’s successful high school graduates will benefit the state and 

national economies,” Allan Zaremberg, president of the California Chamber of Commerce said in 2006, 

after state courts upheld the test. “The CAHSEE is a mechanism that ensures graduating high school 

seniors obtain the requisite knowledge and skills needed to succeed and graduate from high school.” 
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Some groups advocating for low-income and minority students supported the concept of a minimum level 

of achievement for a high school diploma, while calling for more resources for low-income districts and 

fairer alternatives to a single test score. In 2007, Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger vetoed Assembly Bill 1379, 

which called for studying other options. 

But more recently, some opponents of the exam have argued that it has discouraged some students from 

staying in school and that it disproportionately punished low-income children and English learners who 

were unable to pass the test. Several Republicans voted against SB 172, saying they believe the state 

should continue to require students to demonstrate that they have acquired basic skills and knowledge 

before graduation. 

Rep. Bob Huff, R-San Dimas, said he was disappointed that the governor signed the bill and fears high 

school students may not be required to pass another such exam for years. 

“It’s another step away from accountability,” he said. “Everybody worked hard and we have a pretty high 

graduation rate … We should have had another time certain (for a new test) so we don’t go down the road 

without accountability.”  

 

 

Note: New authority for school districts to enroll four-year olds in Transitional Kindergarten, but without 

financial support until they turn five, is presenting both opportunities and challenges for many school 

districts. 

 

SoCal School Districts Say Lack of Money Stopping  
Transitional Kindergarten Expansion 

 

By Deepa Fernandes 

89.3 KPCC 

October 14, 2015 

 

After Gov. Jerry Brown’s veto of a bill to expand access to preschool for all low-income 4-year-olds, some 

school districts say finances are stopping them from taking advantage of another option to expand early 

education.  

A change to the education code that happened quietly over the summer during the budget process allows 

any child who turns 5 during the school year to be enrolled in California’s transitional kindergarten 

program. Before this change, a child could only be funded by the state in transitional kindergarten if they 

turned  

 between Sept. 1 and Dec. 1.  

Los Angeles Unified jumped in quickly, taking 2,340 more children into transitional kindergarten this year 

who turned 5 after Dec 2. But other school districts say they can’t afford to do the same because there’s a 

catch: the state will reimburse districts for the cost of educating a child only from the day the child turns 5. 

So districts would need to carry the cost of transitional kindergarten for a child who is still four. 
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Dean Tagawa, administrator of the LAUSD’s early education division, said the district opened 117 new 

sites to accommodate the new students. The district is calling these programs “expanded TK” (ETK) and 

grouping the younger students together. 

Tagawa said these new classes have a different curriculum from the regular transitional kindergarten 

classes since the younger children are developmentally at a different stage from those who are older. 

Teachers received special training over the summer to meet the needs of these younger children, he said. 

“We’re putting a full-time aide in our ETK program,” Tagawa said. “In ETK, we definitely want to see a 

lot of small-group instruction.” 

The younger children also have more activity stations and play-based learning. “Block play we know is 

good for their fine motor and gross motor skills, but it’s also good for their math skills,” he said. 

Yet to open so many new, full-day preschool seats for the district’s 4-year-olds is costing about $14.3 

million in this first year, Tagawa said. About half that money is coming from the 4,000 half-day preschool 

seats commodate other children cut from the preschool program. 

The remainder of the cost for the new expanded transitional kindergarten seats is covered by the district’s 

Local Control Funding Formula budget, Tagawa said. The new funding formula is aimed at giving local 

school districts more control over spending state education dollars. 

It’s not clear how many school districts have taken advantage of the new language in the California 

education code that governs transitional kindergarten. The California Department of Education is not 

tracking the figures. A department spokesperson told KPCC that “state law does not mandate that CDE 

track which districts have TK or which ones opened eligibility through the end of the school year.” 

KPCC reached out to some of the larger school districts in Southern California to see if they have expanded 

enrollment in transitional kindergarten. 

Riverside Unified’s Jennifer Izey, who works in its elementary instructional services office, said the district 

doesn’t have the funds currently to expand the full-day program. Riverside has 29 elementary schools, and 

each campus has one transitional kindergarten class. Some have two. 

The district has enrolled a total of 615 students in transitional kindergarten this year, but all turn 5 between 

Sept. 1 and Dec 1., she said. There are a few open seats and Izey said if parents want to enroll the child 

once they turn 5, the district would consider it. 

San Bernardino City Unified has 35 transitional kindergarten classrooms, including two dual-language and 

two special ed classrooms. The district also said it lacked money to expand to more 4-year-olds. Rebecca 

Clark who oversees transitional kindergarten for the school district said she would like to open seats to 

more children, but the cost of paying for more teachers, aides and other staff makes the move prohibitive. 

“In a district this size, the costs to include every student in an additional year of school without ADA just 

wouldn’t be feasible,” she said, referring to the state funding based on enrollment known as Average Daily 

Attendance.  
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Clark said San Bernardino has a large low-income population and the need for preschool is acute. “We 

work in a community where children don’t come to kindergarten so prepared,” she said. “So, yes, we 

would love to admit everyone that we could into TK, [but] it’s just a matter of funding.” 

Compton Unified School District has not expanded TK enrollment. Monrovia Unified has, but only to fill 

existing open seats. Other Southern California school districts did not respond to KPCC’s request for 

interviews. 

One nonprofit group looking into whether school districts are expanding transitional kindergarten is Early 

Edge California. The advocacy organization spearheaded the preschool measure vetoed by Brown known 

as the Preschool for All Act. 

Early Edge created materials to help school districts understand the clarification in the education code on 

age eligibility for transitional kindergarten and has been reaching out to districts to urge they add more 

children to their programs. The group is poised to send out an email survey gauging whether school 

districts have opened more seats. 

Deborah Kong, president of Early Edge, said her group, too, is hearing that the cost is preventing districts 

from adding more transitional kindergarten seats. She has been urging districts to reconsider. 

“Those that are thinking long-term will consider the short and long term-savings — fewer students 

assigned to special education, being held back a grade, and more graduating from high school. These are 

benefits that outweigh the costs,” Kong said. 

http://www.earlyedgecalifornia.org/resources/resource-files/outreach-packet/expanded-tk.pdf
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Approved by: José L. Banda, Superintendent 

To the Members of  the Board of Education 

Prepared by:  José L. Banda, Superintendent 
 

Contact Email: 

superintendent@scusd.edu  

Subject:        Highlights of Calendar for the Week of October 19 

 

Monday, October 19 

 Executive Cabinet Meeting 

 1:1 Meetings with Cabinet Members 

 Meeting with Dave Gordon 
 

Tuesday, October 20 

 Meeting with Anna Koelsch 

 Meeting with Union Labor Partner (UPE) 

 Board’s Executive Committee Meeting 

 Sacramento Unified Education Foundation Meeting 
 

Wednesday, October 21 

 Principals’ Meeting 

 1:1 Meetings with Cabinet Members 

 Operations Cabinet Meeting 

 Meeting with Union Labor Partner (SEIU) 

 Meeting with Lee Yang 
 

Thursday, October 22 

 Meeting with Wes Smith, Sal Villaseñor (ACSA) and John Stephens 

 School Visits 

 1:1 Meetings with Cabinet Members 
 

Friday, October 23 

 Meeting with Board Member Ryan 

 Meeting with Board Member Rodriguez 

 Meeting with Alex Visaya  

 Meeting with Supervisor Kennedy and Phil Pluckebaum 
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Approved by: José L. Banda, Superintendent 

To the Members of  the Board of Education 

Prepared by:  Doug Huscher, Interim Assistant Superintendent of Equity 
 

Contact Email: 
Doug-Huscher@scusd.edu  

Subject:  National Equity Project Listening Campaign  

 

The National Equity Project (NEP) works with school districts and organizations all over the country 

to help create conditions in schools and communities that lead to more equitable conditions, 

experiences and outcomes for students and their families. As you know, the NEP has partnered with 

SCUSD this year and is working with our leaders in schools and the district office to increase our 

skill and capacity to work toward equity.   

 

The NEP will be conducting a listening campaign with our stakeholders on November 2, from 6:00 - 

8:00 p.m., in the community rooms. Listening to the voices of stakeholders across the system is 

important. Parents, staff, families and community groups have been invited to this evening. Some 

sample questions that will help guide the evening’s conversation included: 

 

 What do you most want to be true for the children of Sacramento? 

 What does success look like for our children? What do you think it will take to achieve 

that success?  What does/could get in the way of achieving success? 

 What do you think could make the experience of children and families better? 

 What would you like to see more of or less of? What would you like to change going 

forward? 

 What do you think is possible here in our district?  What hopes do you hold for our 

children and families? 

 

Following the listening campaign, the NEP will analyze the data and share key themes that emerge.  

Additionally, the NEP will work with the district to help make shared meaning of the observations.  

This data will help our district better understand our needs and obligations as we work toward 

creating a more equitable system. Please join us as important participants in this discussion.   

 

 



Board Communication Form for 2015-16  

 

 
  

SACRAMENTO CITY UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 
BOARD COMMUNICATION 

 
 

 

BC NO:   CAO-40 

  

CONFIDENTIAL ITEM - (Check a Box) No: ☒  Yes: ☐ Date:  10/16/2015 
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To the Members of  the Board of Education 

Prepared by:  Joseph Stymeist, Interim Director, College and Career 

Readiness 

Contact Email: 

stymeisj@scusd.edu 

Subject:  Annual Linked Learning Pathways Showcase  

 

On October 29, 2015, the College and Career Readiness Department will be hosting the annual 

SCUSD Linked Learning Pathways Showcase. This yearly event provides an opportunity for Linked 

Learning Pathways from each of our high schools to connect with the community. Pathway teachers, 

students and industry partners will all be in one location to demonstrate skills, display interesting 

projects, answer questions and explain the benefits their pathways bring to SCUSD students and the 

community at large. 

 

We cordially invite you to attend this free community event and visit with each of our pathways to 

get a glimpse of the great job our schools are doing in preparing SCUSD students to be ready for 

college, career and life after high school. 

 

Event Details: 

 

 Date: 10/29/2015 

 Time: 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. 

 Location: Charles A. Jones Career and Education Center, 5451 Lemon Hill Avenue, 

Sacramento, CA 95824 
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Subject:       Mathematics Coordinator 

 

SCUSD’s Curriculum and Instruction department will hire a Math Coordinator to oversee 

mathematics curriculum, instruction and professional learning including implementation of the math 

Common Core State Standards. This position is being instituted as a means to increase the 

mathematics achievement of SCUSD students and ensure programming and approaches to math 

instruction that are standards-aligned, grounded in research-based best practices and guided by the 

belief that:  

 

 All students can and should develop an understanding that math is sensible, worthwhile and 

doable 

 All students are capable of making sense of mathematics in ways that are creative, 

interactive and relevant 

 All students can and should engage in rigorous mathematics through rich challenging tasks 

 Students’ academic success in mathematics must not be predictable on the basis of race, 

ethnicity, gender, socio-economic status, language or special needs 

 

Emphasis will be placed on building teachers’ and leaders’ capacity to provide high quality math 

instruction, formative assessment and using data to inform instructional decision-making, and equity 

and access for all students to eliminate achievement gaps. Baseline data from the initial 

administration of the California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress (CAASPP), 

including aggregate and disaggregated data, indicate a need for greater coherence and increased 

oversight of the district’s mathematics programs and initiatives. 
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Subject:        SB 172: Pupil Testing-High School Exit Exam Suspension 

 

Senate Bill (SB) 172 signed by Governor Brown on October 7, 2015 suspends the administration of 

the California High School Exit Exam (CAHSEE) and the requirement that students successfully 

completing grade twelve pass the high school exit exam as a condition for receiving a high school 

diploma. The legislation is effective through the 2017-2018 school year and applies to students who 

completed grade twelve in the 2003-2004 school year as well as subsequent years. The law takes 

effect on January 1, 2016. 

 

The district has assembled a team to develop processes and procedures for communicating the 

changes in legislation to current students and families as well as former students who may have been 

impacted by failure to pass the CAHSEE. The district will issue high school diplomas as warranted 

and in accord with the requirements set forth in the new legislation.   
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CONFIDENTIAL ITEM - (Check a Box) No: ☒  Yes: ☐ Date:  10/16/2015 

Approved by: José L. Banda, Superintendent 

To the Members of  the Board of Education 

Prepared by: Gabe Ross, Chief Communications Officer  
Contact Email: 

gabe-ross@scusd.edu 

Subject: Stanford Research Study of Alice Birney 

 

SCUSD Communications is working with Stanford University to coordinate the release of a 

university research report on Alice Birney Waldorf-Inspired eK-8 (the study also features A.M. 

Winn and George Washington Carver). Authored by nationally renowned expert Linda Darling-

Hammond, director of the Stanford Center for Opportunity Policy in Education, the report examines 

SCUSD’s public Waldorf-Inspired schools as innovative learning environments that produce 

independent thinkers through such strategies as teacher looping, music and foreign instruction and 

developmentally appropriate curriculum. 
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