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TTeeaacchhiinngg  aanndd  LLeeaarrnniinngg      

 

SCUSD GATE Department Presents ‘Help Your Student on the Path to College’ 
 

For a student to be prepared for the rigor of college they must understand the importance 
of taking challenging coursework and they must be prepared to do well on college 
admission tests. In an effort to build awareness around the value of taking the PSAT and 
Advanced Placement (AP) course work, the SCUSD GATE Department hosted the Fall College 
Readiness event. 
 
Keynote speaker Ben Tucker, an education consultant who worked in admissions outreach 
for the University of California system, shared the benefits of taking the Preliminary SAT 
(PSAT).  SCUSD promotes access to college and career opportunities by sponsoring the 
administration of the PSAT for all 10th graders on October 16. Taking the PSAT is an 
effective way for students to start getting ready for the SAT, a widely recognized college 
admissions test.  In addition to providing a practice experience, the PSAT gives students 
personalized feedback on their academic strengths and weaknesses. Students who take the 
PSAT have free access to My College QuickStart, a web-based resource which helps them 
prepare and plan for college. 
 
Resources include: 

• Interactive, online PSAT score report 
• My SAT Study Plan 
• AP potential 
• My Personality (a guide to help students understand their own preferences) 
• Personalized lists of colleges and majors  
• Personalized college and career planning with MyRoadTM 
 

In addition to sharing the benefits of the PSAT, Mr. Tucker discussed the advantages of 
taking Advanced Placement (AP) courses in high school. AP courses are college-level courses 
that students can take in high school. The courses are taught by high-school teachers and 
provide students with the opportunity to earn college credit while still in high school. More 
importantly, AP courses provide students with the experience of working with rigorous, 
college-level class work.  Research shows that students who take AP courses and exams are 
much more likely than their peers to be prepared for the demands of college and are able 
to complete a bachelor’s degree in four years or less. Sac City high schools are proud to 



offer more than 100 sections of AP classes, which provide a variety of opportunities for 
students to engage with challenging topics and investigate issues that matter to them. 
 
Families were invited to attend a session which will assist them in understanding their 
child’s PSAT Score Report and in navigating the online resources on My College QuickStart 
on February 11, 2014. 

 

OOppeerraattiioonnss  

 

CDE Team Visits Oak Ridge 

California Department of Education representatives spent two days visiting Oak Ridge 
Elementary School and the Serna Center for the purpose of gathering information ahead of 
renewal of Oak Ridge’s School Improvement Grant. On Wednesday, the team spent all day 
interviewing staff, parents, teachers and administrators at Oak Ridge. On Thursday, the 
team met with members from Serna. Chad Portney from CDE shared that he did not 
anticipate any "findings" for district or site correction.  He anticipates the SIG grant will be 
renewed for this year. 

Priority Schools Evaluation  

BERC group, the consulting organization conducting an evaluation of the Priority Schools, 
began its research project this week by interviewing Central Office personnel. The team will 
be back the third week of October to complete all-day site visits at each of the seven 
Priority Schools. 

CCoommmmuunniittyy  EEnnggaaggeemmeenntt  

 
Stand Up! Speak Out! Youth Rally Against Bullying 
 
SCUSD Board of Education Trustees Jay Hansen and Darrel Woo participated with SCUSD 
staff and students in a rally at the Capitol on Tuesday to kick off National Bullying 
Prevention Month. The Stand Up! Speak Out! Youth Rally Against Bullying was sponsored by 
the Sacramento Regional Coalition for Tolerance. National Bullying Prevention Month was 
created in 2006 by PACER (Parent Advocacy Coalition for Educational Rights).  
 

Rosemont Homecoming Parade 
 

The fifth annual Rosemont High School Homecoming Parade made its way through the 
Rosemont neighborhood on Friday, September 27. All elementary schools that feed into 
Rosemont and Albert Einstein Middle School participated, as well as Board Trustee Christina 
Pritchett. 


