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Professional Learning on ‘Systems Thinking’ 
 

On Wednesday, 30 staff members from SCUSD participated in an initial professional 
learning session focused on Systems Thinking, a set of concepts, processes, habits and tools 
for supporting deeper learning at the classroom, school and organizational levels. Systems 
Thinking facilitates a greater ability to examine and understand the interdependent 
structures of dynamic systems. 
 
Participants, comprised of staff that primarily provide instructional support to schools, 
engaged in activities to understand the various systems thinking tools, which include visual, 
listening and speaking, and kinesthetic strategies for demonstrating one’s thinking and 
understanding. The tools have a wide-range of applications and participants focused on 
their utility in supporting collaboration, leadership development and implementation of the 
CA Common Core State Standards and Social-Emotional Learning initiatives.  
 

SCUSD Prepares for New GED Assessment 
 

On January 2, 2014, GED Testing Service will unveil a new assessment that ensures the 
GED® testing program is not an endpoint for adults, but a springboard for more education, 
training and better-paying jobs. The new assessment will continue to provide adults the 
opportunity to earn a high school credential, but it goes further by measuring career- and 
college-readiness skills that are the focus of today's curriculum and tomorrow's success. 
 
Four content areas -- literacy, mathematics, science and social studies -- will measure a 
foundational core of knowledge and skills that are essential for career and college 
readiness. 
 
A GED® test graduate must remain competitive with students who complete their high 
school credentials in a traditional manner. Evidence suggests that test-takers who 
demonstrate fluency with the skills measured in the new assessment will be better 
prepared for what they plan to do with their lives. A graduate will no longer hold just a high 
school equivalency credential, but a roadmap for life’s success. It’s a stepping-stone toward 
a college classroom or a better career and a family sustaining wage. 
 



Beginning in November the Charles A. Jones Career and Education Center will begin offering 
Test Preparation for the 2014 GED Test. It focuses on core reading and critical thinking-skills 
in all four areas of the new test (language arts, mathematical, science and social studies.) 
 

OOppeerraattiioonnss  

 

Sacramento Aspiring Leaders’ Program 
 

The district began promotion of the Sacramento Aspiring Leaders' Program this week. The 
program is designed for district employees interested in taking positions of leadership 
within the next two to three years. These individuals may or may not hold appropriate 
certification for administrative/leadership positions. The Sacramento Aspiring Leaders' 
Program sessions include: Leadership Development and Styles; Career Paths in Education 
Leadership; What It Means to be a 21st Century Principal; and Case Studies and Scenarios.  
Participants may be nominated by a principal or district director or may self-nominate. 
 

Student Leveling Work Begins 
 

This week, the district began the difficult work of mitigating the impacts of declining student 
enrollment and budget cuts through the classroom “leveling” process. The challenge is to 
address the logistics of school populations: Some classrooms at some schools have empty 
desks and other schools have overcrowded classrooms. The goal is to ensure that all 
students continue to receive a quality education despite our funding challenges. Although 
we try our best to plan for the number of children we think will attend our schools when a 
new year starts, we cannot always predict declines/increases in our student population. 
Unfortunately, we have to wait until we see how many children we have in each grade at 
each school to “level” our classes. That annual process is beginning now and will result in 
shifts in teacher and student classroom assignments.  
 

CCoommmmuunniittyy  EEnnggaaggeemmeenntt  

 
Back-to-School Party 
 

Staff from Integrated Support Services (ISS) provided resources, information and outreach 
to hundreds of families and community members at last Saturday’s “Back to School Block 
Party,” held at the corner of Stockton Boulevard and Fruitridge Road. 
 
Put on collaboratively by the Fruitridge Manor Neighborhood Association and the 
Sacramento Building Healthy Communities initiative, the event attracted a large crowd and 
is set to be an annual gathering of the south Sacramento community. SCUSD has been 
involved with the Sacramento Building Healthy Communities initiative since its inception 
and has received several project-based grants.  

 



SCUSD Data Dashboard Meeting 
 

Members of the SCUSD District Advisory Council and local School Site Councils on Tuesday 
attended a presentation by Chief Accountability Officer Teresa Cummings on the new Data 
Dashboard. In a continuing commitment to providing SCUSD parents and community 
members open and transparent information, the Data Dashboard offers a wealth of school 
site and district data.  Enrollment, attendance and academic data offer a comprehensive 
assessment of district progress. SCUSD will be offering additional Data Dashboard 
presentations in the future and the dates will be listed on the district’s website. 

 
 

 


