ELPAC Performance Level Descriptors

Level

Description

English learners at this level have well developed oral (listening and speaking) and
written (reading and writing) skills. They can use English to learn and communicate in
meaningful ways that are appropriate to different tasks, purposes, and audiences in a
variety of social and academic contexts. They may need occasional linguistic support to
engage in familiar social and academic contexts; they may need light support to
communicate on less familiar tasks and topics.

English learners at this level have moderately developed oral (listening and speaking)
and written (reading and writing) skills. They can sometimes use English to learn and
communicate in meaningful ways in a range of topics and content areas. They need
light to minimal linguistic support to engage in familiar social and academic contexts;
they need moderate support to communicate on less familiar tasks and topics.

English learners at this level have somewhat developed oral (listening and speaking)
and written (reading and writing) skills. They can use English to meet immediate
communication needs but often are not able to use English to learn and communicate
on topics and content areas. They need moderate-to-light linguistic support to engage
in familiar social and academic contexts; they need substantial-to-moderate support to
communicate on less familiar tasks and topics.

English learners at this level have minimally developed oral (listening and speaking)
and written (reading and writing) English skills. They tend to rely on learned words and
phrases to communicate meaning at a basic level. They need substantial-to-moderate
linguistic support to communicate in familiar social and academic contexts; they need

substantial linguistic support to communicate on less familiar tasks and topics.
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Reading Domain

Task Types and Descriptions

These task types allow Read-Al d with R d-Al ith X
students to show their abilities e Scz?fi\lglicn); wit e Sc;‘?glz?sgy wit Read-Along Information
in reading English. All task

types have a primary and ‘ Gr?de K: Gra'des K-I: Grades K—I:
secondary alignment to Wth scaffolding from thg test The studentlistensand fc?llows The student listens and f9|lows
the 2012 California English examiner, the student provides the alongas the test examiner along as the test examiner
Language Development _ !n.dlwdual letter names and the reads alpudallteraryFext reads aloud an |r1format|ona|
standards. initial letter sound for a decodable accompanied by three pictures text accompanied by three
word. for context and support. pictures for context and
Administration support.
Administered individually in
kindergarten (K)* and grade | Readand ChooseaWord Read and Choosea Reac_:l aShort
Sentence Informational Passage
Administered in small groups Grades |-2: Grades |—12: Grades |-12:
of up to 10 students in grade 2 The student reads three words and The student reads three or four The student reads a short
. . chooses the word that matches a sentences and chooses the informational text and answers
Administered in groups of up . ; . . .
. picture. sentence that best describes a multiple-choice questions
to 20 students in grades 3—12 .
picture. related to the text.
Read a Student Essay Read a Literary Passage Readan Informational
Passage
Grades3—12: Grades |-12: Grades |—-12:
Thestudentreadsan The student reads a literary The student reads an
informational essay presented as passage and answers multiple- informational passage and
if written by a peer and answers a choice questions concerning answers multiple-choice
set of multiple-choice questions comprehension, language use, questions concerning
related to the essay. and word choice. comprehension, language use,
and word choice.
n L e = = —'-—-—-c‘——:*-.__\_ = = = -
*Kindergarten includes year one of a two-year kindergarten program, which is often referred California Department of Education

to as “transitional kindergarten.” July 2017
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*Kindergarten includes year one of a two-year kindergarten program, which is often referred California Department of Education

to as “transitional kindergarten.” July 2017
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Speaking Domain

These task types allow TalkaboutaScene Support an Opinion
students to show theirabilities

in speaking in English. All Grades K*-12: . Grades K—12: o

task types have a primary The student is presented with an The student listens to a presentation about two activities,

and secondary alignmentto illustration of a familiar scene. The test events, materials, or objects, and is asked to give an opinion

the 2012 English Language examiner first asks three who, what, when about why one is better than the other. At kindergarten and

Development standards. type questions about the scene. The test grades |, 2, and 3-5, students view a picture of the choices
examiner then administers three items for context and support.

intended to generate longer responses.
Administration

Speech Functions Retella Narrative
i T——

grade levels Grades2—12: Grades K=5:
The student states what they would say in The student listens to a story that follows a series of
a situation described by the test examiner. pictures, and then the student uses the pictures to retell the
story.
Present and Discuss Information Summarize an Academic Presentation
Grades6—12: Grades K-2:

The student views a graph, chart, or image The student listens to an academic presentation while
that provides information. The student looking at a related picture(s). The student is prompted to
is prompted to read the information and summarize the main points of the presentation using the
then asked to respond to two prompts. illustration(s) and key terms of the presentation, if provided.

The first prompt asks for a summary of the Grades3—12:

information in the graph, chart, or image.

The second prompt asks for the students

to state whether a claim is supported or

unsupported based on the information in
the graph or chart.

The student listens to a recording of an academic
presentation while looking at a related picture(s). The
student is prompted to summarize the main points of the
presentation using the illustration(s) and key terms of the
presentation, if provided.

B - == = = ——-—-.c-—:*-._:__ = = = B
*Kindergarten includes year one of a two-year kindergarten program, which is often referred California Department of Education

to as “transitional kindergarten.” July 2017
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These task types allow
students toshowtheirabilities
inwriting in English. All

task types have a primary
andsecondaryalignmentto
the2012EnglishLanguage
Development standards.

Administration

Administered individually in
kindergarten(K)*andgrade 1

Administeredinsmallgroups
of upto 10 studentsingrade 2

Administeredin groups of upto
20 students ingrades 3-12

*Kindergarten includes year one of a tw
to as “transitional kindergarten.”

WritingDomain

Task Types and Descriptions
Label a Picture—Word with Write a Story Together with DescribeaPicture
Scaffolding Scaffolding

GradesK-1: GradesK-2: Grades1-2:
The student writes labels for The student collaborates with the The student looks at a
objects displayedina picture. Test Examinerto jointly compose a picture and writes a brief
short literary text. descriptionaboutwhatis

happening.
Write an Informational Text Write about an Experience
Together

Grades 1-2: Grades 3-12:
The student listenstoashort The studentis provided with
informational passageand acommontopic,suchasa
then collaborates with the test memorable classroom activity or
examinertojointlycomposeatext eventand is prompted towrite
aboutthe passage. aboutthetopic.

Writeabout Academic Justify an Opinion
Information

Grades 3-12: Grades 3-12:
The studentinterprets academic The studentis asked to write an
informationfromagraphic essay providing his/her position
organizercreatedforagroup and appropriate supporting reasons
project and answers two about a school related topic.
questionsaboutit.

Grades 3-12:
The student looks at a
pictureandis prompted
toexamine a paragraph
written by a classmate
aboutwhatis happening
inthe picture. The student
isaskedtoexpand,
correct,and combine
different sentences written
by a classmate before
completingthefinaltask
of writing a sentence
explaining what the
studentswilldo next.

e R ey S ———
o-year kindergarten program, which is often referred California Department of Education
July 2017

Accessible Alternative Version: http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ep/documents/elpacwritedomain.pdf



http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ep/documents/elpacwritedomain.pdf
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